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When you find a relevant topic and key number in a case you are viewing on Westlaw, you can use the

Most Cited Cases feature to retrieve a list of other cases containing headnotes classified under that

topic and key number. The cases will be listed in order of citation frequency, with the case cited most

often listed first.

To retrieve a Most Cited Cases list from a displayed case, follow these steps:

1.  From a displayed case, click Most Cited Cases in a headnote classification hierarchy (Figure 1). The

Custom Digest search page is displayed with Most Cited Cases selected as the default order

(Figure 2).

2.  At the Custom Digest search page, you can

•  select a different jurisdiction (your home jurisdiction is the default jurisdiction).

•  exclude articles from American Law Reports (ALR®), law reviews, and other secondary sources.

•  restrict your result by date.

•  add search terms.

•  change the order in which the cases in your result will be listed (the default order is to list the

cases in order of citation frequency, beginning with the most frequently cited case).

3.  After you make your selections, click Search. You will retrieve a single document that lists all cases

in the selected jurisdiction containing headnotes classified under your topic and key number

(Figure 3). If you did not change the default order, the case most frequently cited for the point of

law represented by the topic and key number is listed first. 
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Figure 1. Displayed case

Figure 2. Custom Digest search page



The Most Cited Cases list includes information and features that will expedite your research. The list

will help you

•  identify how often a case was cited for a particular point of law 

•  pinpoint useful cases by scanning the headnotes of the cited cases 

•  learn the status of a cited case using KeyCite® status flags 

•  view the full text of a cited case by clicking its hypertext link
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Figure 3. Most Cited Cases result


