
You will find it easy to compare the statutory law of one state with that of another by using the surveys

in the 50 State Surveys database (SURVEYS) on Westlaw. Each survey, created by West attorney-

editors,  includes a summary of a selected legal topic and applicable state statutes, including links to

the statutes’ full text. In addition, many surveys include an easy-to-read table in PDF that provides

state-by-state comparisons of the key legal issues in the survey.

Retrieving a Survey

Surveys can be retrieved in several ways.

• Access the SURVEYS database. At the Search page, do one of the following:

� Click Table of Contents at the top of page. The Table of Contents page for the database is

displayed (Figure 1). Browse the available topics by clicking the plus (+) and minus (–) symbols.

To display a survey, click its name. 

� Type a Terms and Connectors query or Natural Language description for your issue in the

Search text box and click Search Westlaw. For example, type a Natural Language description

such as medical malpractice statute of limitations.

• While viewing a state statute, click 50 State Surveys on the Links tab, if available, to display

surveys citing the statute. To display a survey, click its number.

• While viewing a survey, click Table of Contents in the left frame.

• While viewing the tabbed 50 State Surveys page, click a topic in the right frame. For example,

click Whistleblower Statutes under Statutes: Employment. 
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Figure 1. SURVEYS table of contents
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Comparing State Statutes

Each survey contains a summary of the legal topic (Figure 2), followed by a list of each state’s relevant

statutes. Click the PDF icon, if available, to view a table listing key statutory provisions for each state

with citations to the appropriate statutes (Figure 3).

KEYCITE INFORMATION

To access KeyCite® information for the statutes listed in the survey, click the KeyCite status flag next to a

statute’s citation, if available. For an explanation of the KeyCite status flags, click KeyCite at the top of

any page. To retrieve the full text of a statute, click its citation.

Adding the Tabbed 50 State Surveys Page

To view or add the 50 State Surveys page, click Add a Tab at the top of any page. At the next page, click

Add Westlaw Tabs to display a list of available tabbed pages. Click 50 State Surveys under General to

display the page for your current Westlaw session, or select the check box next to 50 State Surveys

and click Add to My Tab Set to add the page to your tabbed pages. To display the page, click its tab. 
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Figure 2. Do Not Call Lists survey 

Figure 3. PDF table 


