
QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

CHECKING CITATIONS IN KEYCITE®

KeyCite® is the industry’s most complete, accurate, and up-to-the-minute citation service. You can use 

it to instantly verify whether a case, statute, regulation, or administrative decision is still good law, and 

to fi nd citing references to support your legal argument. 

KeyCite provides more citing references for more types of documents than any other citation service. 

And, it’s the only citator that clearly warns directly on the face of the document and on a result list 

that the case, statute, regulation, or administrative decision has negative treatment. 

Accessing KeyCite

There are several ways to access KeyCite information:

• While viewing a document with a KeyCite fl ag, click the fl ag. 

• While viewing any document, click one of the following tabs at the top of the page: Negative 

Treatment, History, or Citing References. 

• Type kc or keycite followed by a citation, e.g., kc 93 sct 1817 or keycite 93 sct 1817, in the text box at 

the top of the page and click Search. 

Checking Cases and Administrative Decisions in KeyCite

If a case or administrative decision has a red or yellow fl ag, the most negative treatment is displayed 

next to the fl ag at the top of the document. Most negative treatment consists of phrases such as 

Overruled by, Abrogated by, or Distinguished by and includes a link to the underlying document, if 

available. 

If a case has a blue-striped fl ag, it warns that the case has been appealed to the U.S. Court of Appeals 

or the U.S. Supreme Court. A blue-striped fl ag is considered neutral and language such as Petition for 

Certiorari Docketed by or Appeal Filed by is displayed next to the fl ag at the top of the document. 

KEYCITE STATUS FLAGS FOR CASES

A red fl ag warns that the case or administrative decision is no longer good law for at least 

one of the points it contains. 

A yellow fl ag warns that the case or administrative decision has some negative history, but 

has not been reversed or overruled. 

A blue-striped fl ag warns that the case has been appealed to the U.S. Court of Appeals or 

the U.S. Supreme Court (excluding appeals originating from agencies). 
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VIEWING NEGATIVE DIRECT HISTORY AND NEGATIVE CITING REFERENCES FOR A CASE OR 

ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION

Negative red and yellow fl ags will appear in the Negative Treatment tab. Click the Negative Treatment 

tab to view negative direct history and negative citing references for a case. Negative citing references 

are listed in a table format. The depth of treatment bars in the Depth column indicate the extent to 

which the citing case discusses the cited case, and the headnote numbers in the Headnote(s) column 

indicate which headnotes in the cited case contain the points of law discussed by the citing cases. 

VIEWING HISTORY FOR A CASE OR ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION

Click the History tab to view the direct history of a case and related references. The cases included in 

the direct history and related references are listed in the left column. Direct history is also displayed in 

graphical view in the right column. You can restrict direct history by choosing an option from the View 

drop-down list. 



CHECKING CITATIONS         3

WESTLAW QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

VIEWING THE FEDERAL NOTICE OF APPEAL KEYCITE FLAG

The Federal Notice of Appeal KeyCite fl ag is considered neutral and the fl ag will not appear in the 

negative treatment tab. It is not considered negative since the higher court has not yet made a 

decision in the case. 

An indication that the case is on appeal in the federal courts will appear in the History tab under both 

the Direct History and Graphical KeyCite displays. The fl ag will be added to cases appealed to the 

U.S. Court of Appeals or the U.S. Supreme Court. Appeals from agencies like U.S. Military Boards, 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Offi ces, Veterans Claims, etc., will not receive the fl ag on the lower court 

opinion. 

After a decision has been made, the blue-striped fl ag will be removed. Click the bell icon to create a 

KeyCite alert to be notifi ed when a decision is made in the case. 

A blue-striped fl ag warns that the case has been appealed to one of the U.S. Courts of 

Appeals or the U.S. Supreme Court.

Westlaw is the only online legal research system that alerts you when a case is on appeal in federal 

court, giving you the most information about a case before you cite it in a brief or before a judge. 

You can learn more about the appeal by clicking the docket linked at the top of the case or in the 

History tab. Once you have clicked into a docket, click the bell icon to set up a docket track alert to be 

notifi ed when the docket is updated. 



CHECKING CITATIONS         4

WESTLAW QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

VIEWING CITING REFERENCES FOR A CASE

Click the Citing References tab to view a list of cases, administrative materials, secondary sources, 

briefs, and other court documents that cite your case. To change the order in which the citing 

references are displayed, choose an option from the Sort By drop-down list on the toolbar. 

To narrow the list of citing references, you can

• type the terms in the Search within results fi eld in the left column.

• click a document type in the left column, e.g., Cases. You can further narrow this list by selecting a 

fi lter under NARROW in the left column, e.g., Jurisdiction. 
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Checking Statutes and Court Rules in KeyCite

If a statute or court rule has a red or yellow fl ag, the most negative treatment is displayed next to the 

fl ag at the top of the document. Most negative treatment consists of phrases such as Unconstitutional 

or Preempted or Proposed Legislation and includes a link to the underlying document, if available. 

KEYCITE STATUS FLAGS

A red fl ag indicates that the statute or court rule has been amended, repealed, superseded, 

or held unconstitutional or preempted in whole or in part. 

A yellow fl ag indicates that the statute or court rule has been renumbered or transferred, 

that an uncodifi ed session law or proposed legislation affecting the statute or court rule is 

available, that the statute or court rule was limited on constitutional or preemption grounds 

or its validity was otherwise called into doubt, or that a prior version of the statute or court 

rule received negative treatment from a court.

VIEWING HISTORY FOR A STATUTE OR COURT RULE

Click the History tab to view history for a statute or court rule, which includes the following categories:

• Graphical Statute, which helps you track changes to a statute or court rule

• Validity, which includes cases affecting the validity of the statute or court rule, recent session laws 

that have amended or repealed the statute, and proposed amendments

• Versions, which includes prior versions of the statute or court rule, when available

• Editor’s and Revisor’s Notes, which show legislative changes affecting a statute section or court 

rule as detailed by West attorney-editors or state revisors’ offi ces 

• Bill Drafts, which includes drafts of bills introduced before a section was enacted into law

• Legislative History Materials, which includes committee reports, fl oor testimony, and executive 

messages 
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VIEWING CITING REFERENCES FOR A STATUTE OR COURT RULE

Click the Citing References tab to view a list of cases from United States Code Annotated® and state 

statute notes of decisions, cases on Westlaw that are not included in notes of decisions, administrative 

decisions, Federal Register documents, secondary sources, briefs and other court documents, statutes, 

and administrative codes. To change the order in which the citing references are displayed, choose a 

date option from the Sort By drop-down list on the toolbar. 

To narrow the list of citing references, you can

• type terms in the Search within results fi eld in the left column. 

• click a document type in the left column, e.g., Cases. You can further narrow this list by selecting a 

fi lter under NARROW in the left column, e.g., Jurisdiction. 
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Checking Regulations in KeyCite

If a regulation has a red or yellow fl ag, the most negative treatment is displayed next to the fl ag near 

the top of the document. Most negative treatment consists of phrases such as Adopted Regulation or 

Proposed Regulations and includes a link to the underlying document, if available. 

KEYCITE STATUS FLAGS FOR REGULATIONS

A red fl ag indicates that the regulation has been amended by a recent rule, repealed, 

superseded, or held unconstitutional or preempted in whole or in part. 

A yellow fl ag indicates that a notice or proposed rule affecting the regulation is available, 

that the regulation was limited on constitutional or preemption grounds or its validity 

was otherwise called into doubt, or that a prior version of the regulation received negative 

treatment from a court. 

VIEWING HISTORY FOR A REGULATION

Click the History tab to view history for a regulation, which may include the following categories:

• Validity, which includes cases and adopted and proposed regulations that may negatively impact 

the regulation

• Regulatory History, which includes former proposed regulations

• Versions, which allows you to read the text of a regulation as it appeared on a particular effective 

date 
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VIEWING CITING REFERENCES FOR A REGULATION

Click the Citing References tab to view a list of cases from notes of decisions, cases on Westlaw that 

are not included in notes of decisions, administrative decisions, secondary sources, briefs and other 

court documents, statutes, and regulations. To change the order in which the citing references are 

displayed, choose a date option from the Sort By drop-down list on the toolbar. 

To narrow the list of citing references, you can

• type terms in the Search within results fi eld in the left column. 

• click a document type in the left column, e.g., Cases. You can further narrow this list by selecting a 

fi lter under NARROW in the left column, e.g., Jurisdiction. 



CHECKING CITATIONS         9

WESTLAW QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Checking Patents in KeyCite

If a patent has a red or yellow fl ag, the most negative treatment is displayed next to the fl ag at the 

top of the document. Most negative treatment consists of phrases such as Invalid or Not Infringed and 

includes a link to the underlying document, if available. 

KEYCITE STATUS FLAGS FOR PATENTS

A red fl ag indicates that a court has held all or part of the patent invalid or invalid and 

not infringed, all or part of the patent is unenforceable due to the patentee’s inequitable 

conduct, or has recognized the patent was held invalid or both invalid and not infringed in 

another case. 

A yellow fl ag indicates that a court has held the patent was not infringed but did not rule 

on its validity, held all or part of the patent valid and not infringed, or recognized the patent 

was held not infringed in another case. 

VIEWING NEGATIVE DIRECT HISTORY AND NEGATIVE CITING REFERENCES FOR A PATENT

Negative red and yellow fl ags will appear in the Negative Treatment tab. Click the Negative 

Treatment tab to view negative direct history and negative citing references for a patent. Negative 

citing references are listed in table format. 
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VIEWING CITING REFERENCES FOR A PATENT

Click the Citing References tab to view a list of cases, administrative materials, secondary sources, 

intellectual property, briefs, and other court documents that cite your patent. To change the order in 

which the citing references are displayed, choose an option from the Sort By drop-down list on the 

toolbar. 

To narrow the list of citing references, you can

• type terms in the Search within results fi eld in the left column.

• click a document type in the left column, e.g., Cases. You can further narrow this list by selecting a 

fi lter under NARROW in the left column, e.g., Jurisdiction. 

VIEWING HISTORY FOR A PATENT

Click the History tab to view the direct history of a patent and related references. The cases included 

in the direct history and related references are listed in the left column. Direct history is also displayed 

in graphical view in the right column. You can restrict direct history by choosing an option from the 

View drop-down list. 
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Checking Trademarks in KeyCite

If a trademark has a red or yellow fl ag, it is displayed next to the citation at the top of the document. 

KEYCITE STATUS FLAGS FOR TRADEMARKS

A red fl ag indicates that a court has held the trademark invalid or invalid and not infringed, 

or has cancelled the trademark. 

A yellow fl ag indicates that a court has held the trademark was not infringed but did not 

rule on its validity, held the trademark valid and not infringed, held the trademark was not 

diluted, or held the trademark was not violated by unfair competition. 

VIEWING HISTORY FOR A TRADEMARK

Click the History tab to view the direct history of a trademark and related references. The cases 

included in the direct history and related references are listed in the left column. Direct history is also 

displayed in graphical view in the right column. 
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Inline KeyCite

Available for cases and briefs, click Show KeyCite Flags to populate a document with inline KeyCite 

fl ags in one click. This lets you quickly determine whether the underlying authority cited by the court or 

counsel is still good law. 

Hover over an inline KeyCite fl ag to display the most negative treatment. Click the fl ag to view the 

entire negative history. 

Inline KeyCite fl ags can also be included when you email, print, or download the case or brief. 

LOOKING FOR MORE INFORMATION?

Westlaw is available on the Web at westlaw.com. 

For assistance using Westlaw, call 1-800-WESTLAW (1-800-937-8529). 
For free reference materials, visit legalsolutions.com/westlaw-support.

VIEWING CITING REFERENCES FOR A TRADEMARK

Click the Citing References tab to view a list of cases, administrative materials, secondary sources, 

intellectual property, briefs, and other court documents that cite your trademark. To change the order 

in which the citing references are displayed, choose an option from the Sort By drop-down list on the 

toolbar. 

To narrow the list of citing references, you can

• type terms in the Search within results fi eld in the left column.

• click a document type in the left column, e.g., Cases. You can further narrow this list by selecting a

fi lter under NARROW in the left column, e.g., Jurisdiction.


