
Graphical Bills on Westlaw helps you track the current status of legislation, as well as its legislative

history, in an easy-to-use graphical view. 

Accessing Graphical Bills

For federal legislation, Graphical Bills is available for bills and resolutions introduced in the current

Congress contained in databases such as Congressional Bills (CONG-BILLTXT).

For state legislation, Graphical Bills is available for selected bills introduced in current and recently

ended legislative sessions contained in databases such as Alabama Bill Tracking (AL-BILLTRK),

California Bill Tracking–Summaries and Full Text Combined (CA-BILLS), and Virginia Bill

Tracking–Full Text (VA-BILLTXT).

Note Your Westlaw subscriber agreement may not include Graphical Bills, even if it does include one

of the databases noted above. In that case, you will be charged for ancillary usage. 

While viewing a bill for which Graphical Bills is available, click Graphical Bills on the links tab in the

left frame to display the history of the bill in a graphical view. 

Viewing Graphical Bills
Tracking Legislation on Westlaw

Figure 1. Enrolled bill—H.R. 1106, 111 th Cong. (2009)—with Graphical Bills link
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Tracking Legislative History

Viewing a bill’s history in graphical view provides links to

• the enrolled version of a bill

• prior versions of the bill

• related legislative history materials, such as veto messages, testimony and transcripts, federal and

state reports, governor or presidential messages, and the Congressional Record and state journals. 



Navigating Graphical Bills

The bill versions are organized by effective date and include prior, amended, engrossed, and enrolled

versions. Double-click a bill version to view the full text of that bill in Document Preview. 

Each version of a bill is linked to related legislative history. Click a bill version to view its related

legislative history under Legislative History. If a legislative history document type contains more than

one document (indicated by a number in parentheses), click the document type, then click a document

in the displayed list under Additional History.

There are several ways to navigate Graphical Bills:

• When the pointer becomes a hand, drag the pointer to move the graphical display.

• Use the toolbar displayed in the upper-right corner of the graphical display for more options, such

as zooming in and out of the graphical display. Click the arrow (�� ) to hide the toolbar.

• Click the arrow (�� ) on the right side of the left frame to view Graphical Bills in full-page view. Click

it again to return to split-page view.

Click Text Version of Graphical View in the upper-left corner of the graphical display to view bill

versions and legislative history in text view.

Figure 2. Legislative history of H.R. 1106, 111 th Cong. (2009) showing three versions in graphical view
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