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Westlaw provides easy access to selected state civil trial court orders, including rulings on motions and

final decisions. Use trial court orders to 

• learn about a judge’s rulings and the authority cited in cases similar to yours 

• study how trial courts in a selected jurisdiction have analyzed and ruled on the issues

• evaluate the strength of claims and arguments made in pleadings and motions in light of

subsequent rulings

• better understand the trial court background of key appellate decisions

Types of Orders Available

Orders relating to the following types of motions are available:

Jurisdictions Covered

Westlaw includes selected state civil trial court orders from Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas,

California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine,

Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada,

New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma,

Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia,

Washington, West Virginia, and Wisconsin. A limited selection of orders from other jurisdictions is also

available. 

Accessing Trial Court Orders

Multiple access points make it easy to obtain trial court orders whether you are just beginning your

research or have already obtained relevant documents. You can 

• search trial court order databases

• display orders via links in related pleadings, motions, and memoranda

• use KeyCite® to check a citation and obtain a list of citing references that includes trial court orders

• retrieve the profile of a judge or an attorney and obtain a list of Westlaw Profiler® references that

includes trial court orders
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• alter judgment 

• class certification

• consolidate

• directed verdict

• discovery motions

• dismissal

• in limine 

• judgment notwithstanding the verdict

• judgment on the pleadings

• new trial

• partial summary judgment

• summary judgment

• set aside verdict

• vacate judgment



SEARCHING TRIAL COURT ORDERS DATABASES

The State Civil Trial Court Orders database (TRIALORDERS-ALL) contains trial court orders from all

available states. Trial court orders from individual states are found in the Individual State–State Civil

Trial Court Orders database (XX-TRIALORDERS), where XX is a state’s two-letter postal abbreviation. 

To search a database you can 

• type a database identifier in the Search for a database text box in the left frame of most tabbed

pages and click Go.

• click Court Docs at the top of any page. At the displayed Court Documents page, click the

appropriate link under Trial Court Orders in the left frame. At the next page, type your search terms

in the text boxes in the right frame (Figure 1). Then click Search Westlaw.

Search Examples

By Judge and Date

To retrieve orders issued after June 30, 2007, by Judge Ronald Quidachay of the Superior Court of

California, San Francisco County, access CA-TRIALORDERS and add a date restriction (da) to your

search. Type quidachay in the Judge text box and da(aft 6/30/2007) in the Search text box, then click

Search Westlaw.

By Key Terms and Date

To retrieve orders issued after 2006 by New York state trial courts that include the phrase substantial

factor in the same sentence as variations of the term cause, access NY-TRIALORDERS and add a date

restriction to your search. Type “substantial factor” /s caus! & da(aft 2006) in the Search text box,

then click Search Westlaw. 

By Order Type and Key Terms

To retrieve orders on summary judgment motions issued by Texas state trial courts that include a

reference to negligent misrepresentation, access TX-TRIALORDERS. Type “summary judgment” &

negligen! /3 misrepresent! in the Search text box, then click Search Westlaw. 
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Figure 1. Trial court orders search template
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VIEWING LINKED DOCUMENTS

State trial court orders and other trial court filings (including pleadings, motions, memoranda, and

trial briefs) are linked to other trial documents from the same case. For example, while viewing a

motion for summary judgment (Figure 2), click a citation listed next to For opinion see to display a

subsequent trial court order (Figure 3). Then click Motions, Pleadings, and Filings to display a list of

links to the full text of related court filings (Figure 4). While viewing a list of related filings, click a

Westlaw citation to display the full-text document.

Figure 2. Motion for summary judgment

Figure 3. Summary judgment order

Figure 4. Links in a summary judgment order



USING KEYCITE

State trial court orders are fully integrated with KeyCite, West’s citation research service. When an

order is displayed in the right frame, KeyCite links are displayed in the left frame. Using KeyCite, you

can check order history and citing references and obtain related trial court filings. In addition, when

you check a case, statute, administrative decision, or regulation in KeyCite, court orders are included in

the list of citing references. Look for the phrase Trial Order in parentheses to identify trial court orders

among the other citing case law documents. Also, if an order is titled, the title in the citation is bold. 

For example, to identify state trial court orders that cite Yanowitz v. L’Oreal USA, Inc., 32 Cal. Rptr. 3d

436 (Cal. 2005), click KeyCite at the top of any page. Type 32 calrptr3d 436 in the KeyCite this citation

text box, then click Go. Click Citing References in the left frame to display a list of citing references that

includes state trial court orders (Figure 5).

© 2009 Thomson Reuters                                                                   RM163995

The trademarks used herein are the trademarks of their respective
owners. West trademarks are owned by West Publishing Corporation. 

Published 9/09. L-353333. Replaces Material #40601406.

Figure 5. KeyCite citing references


