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RETRIEVING LAW REVIEWS:
THE NO-SEARCH SOLUTION

Q: How do you formulate an elaborate query in a law
review database? A: Don’t bother!

Legal researchers often turn to law review articles—but not out of academic curiosity.
Law review articles can provide

• useful background on an unfamiliar topic

• important concepts and terms to use in subsequent research

• controlling authorities

• exhaustive footnotes

• extensive analysis of emerging areas

Further, law review articles are thoroughly researched and reviewed. If you find a law
review article on point, much of your own research may already be done.

Problem: How do I find a law review article on point?
With hundreds of thousands of articles from more than 1,000 journals and law
reviews available to you, the prospect of retrieving an article tailored to your issue
may seem daunting. After all, a law review article is not supplied with a synopsis,
headnotes, West topic and key numbers, or other enhancements containing terms
that describe important concepts from the article.

Solution: Get KeyCite® citing references for a pivotal statute or regulation
In many legal areas, there are one or two governing statutes or regulations that are
mentioned in every serious analysis. For example, a thorough discussion of taxation
of prizes and awards will almost certainly mention 26 U.S.C.A. § 74.

If you suspect that every law review article on your issue will cite a particular statute
or regulation, then start with the statute or regulation. (Type the citation in the Find this
document by citation text box and click Go.) Then simply click Law Reviews under Analysis
on the Links tab to view a list of law review articles citing the statute or regulation.

Deflating the Experts

“Challenging an expert and questioning his

expertise is the lifeblood of our legal system.”

— Judge David Bazelon

Law Reviews link
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Custom Digest search page

WEST KEY NUMBER DIGEST: MAKE IT WORK FOR YOU!

Digest link above headnote

When you have the right key number, you can easily
retrieve cases on a point of law from any and all
jurisdictions.

But with 100,000 key numbers available in the West
Key Number Digest, how do you find the right one?

Here are two easy ways:

Use headnote links from a case on point
If you’re already viewing a case on Westlaw that
discusses a relevant point of law—even if it’s a
case from a jurisdiction you don’t care about—
you’re home free.

Click the West topic or key number preceding
the headnote in which a relevant point of law is
summarized. The Custom Digest search page is
displayed. Select one or more jurisdictions, specify
one or more terms that you want to appear in the
headnotes (if desired), and click Search.

You retrieve a list of headnotes classified under the
same topic or key number, with links to the cases.
The list even features KeyCite status flags, where
applicable.
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Use the Search for Key Numbers feature
What if you aren’t starting with a relevant case? Do you
have to sift through 100,000 topic and key numbers
and guess which ones are assigned to your issue?

Not at all. You can use the Search for Key Numbers
feature, which instantly identifies the topic and key
numbers assigned to a legal issue and retrieves
on-point cases via the West Key Number Digest.

To access this feature, click Key Numbers at the top
of any Westlaw page or on the site map. A page is
displayed that contains the Search for Key Numbers
text box, as well as links to the West Key Number
Digest and to KeySearch®.

Type a short description of your issue, e.g., jurisdiction
in internet fraud case, in the text box. You don’t have
to use connectors. If desired, click Change Jurisdiction
and select one or more jurisdictions using the check
boxes provided. (If you don’t select a jurisdiction, the
default jurisdiction is your home state.) Then click
Search. The Search for Key Numbers feature displays
a list of topic and key numbers potentially relevant to
your issue.

Click a topic and key number to retrieve jurisdiction-
specific headnotes classified under the topic and key
number—with links to the cases.

Search for Key Numbers feature

Search for Key Numbers result
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When You Need the
Leading Cases

There’s no denying the persuasive
power of a leading case. Why settle
for merely good law if well-established
law is available?

That’s where the Most Cited Cases
feature on Westlaw comes in. This
feature makes it easy to identify
holdings that have been cited most
often for a point of law.

To access Most Cited Cases from a
headnote containing a relevant topic
and key number in a case you are
viewing, click Most Cited Cases in the
headnote classification hierarchy for that
headnote. The Custom Digest search

Advanced SEARCH TIP

page is displayed with Most Cited Cases
selected as the default order. If you
prefer, you can use this page to select a
different jurisdiction, add search terms,
or restrict your result by date. Then click
Search.

You retrieve a single document that lists
all cases in the selected jurisdiction
containing headnotes classified under
your topic and key number. Each citation
indicates the number of times the case
has been cited.


