Case Evaluator: A New Resource to Help You Evaluate Risk        
When you are faced with making decisions about whether a case needs to be sent to outside counsel or handled internally, use the new Case Evaluator tool on Westlaw. You can also use Case Evaluator to evaluate your case as it is being handled by outside counsel. Case Evaluator will help you determine the overall risk, exposure, and liability your company faces on a day-to-day basis.

With Case Evaluator, you can use a user-friendly search template to easily generate a customized report that will help you to

· evaluate potential liability for pending litigation 

· develop negotiation and settlement strategies 

· analyze jurisdictional verdict trends 

· identify experts for specific types of cases 

Because you can customize reports by company and industry, you can get a deeper look at the competition and industry trends. 

Accessing Case Evaluator

To access Case Evaluator, click Site Map at the top of any page, then click Case Evaluator Reports under Search Westlaw. You can also access Case Evaluator at the tabbed Litigation or State Litigation page by clicking Create Report under Case Evaluator in the Shortcuts section. Or click Case Evaluator Reports on the Links tab when you are viewing a jury verdict or settlement summary document.
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Search example
Suppose your company is served with a lawsuit by a former employee claiming sexual harassment. To retrieve a Case Evaluator Report for sexual harassment cases, click Site Map at the top of any page, then click Case Evaluator Reports. At the Case Evaluator page, use the tabs provided to select your report criteria. On the Case Type tab, click the plus (+) symbol next to Labor & Employment, then select the Harassment-Sexual check box and click the arrow button. Continue to refine your report as desired. For example, to limit your report to specific jurisdictions, click the Jurisdiction tab and select the 
appropriate check boxes. Be sure to 
click the arrow button after making your selections on each tab. After you have selected all your report criteria, click Generate Report. 

Case Evaluator is growing jurisdictionally. It’s currently available for 11 federal circuits and for Alabama, California, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas, and Washington, with more jurisdictions to come.

Corporate Counsel’s Guides: A Proven Resource 
When you need a basic overview of a business-related area such as trademarks or licensing, a Corporate Counsel’s Guide may be just what you need to hit the ground running.

Exclusive to Westlaw, Corporate Counsel’s Guide databases give you access to 50 Business Laws Inc. (BLI) titles. From antitrust issues to international law, the Corporate Counsel’s Guides on Westlaw provide practical guidance, sample agreements, forms, and checklists to help you answer questions with confidence.

As a corporate counsel, you will find these guides a real lifesaver if you are researching unfamiliar commercial or business issues. In a typical guide, a business or legal subject (e.g., software transactions, ERISA, or wage and hour laws) is broken down into single-issue chapters and bite-size summaries. 
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Browse using the Table of Contents service

When you access one of these guides on Westlaw, you can use the Table of Contents service to browse the headings and section names. Click Table of Contents at the Search page, then click the plus (+) and minus (–) symbols. To jump to a particular section, click its hypertext link. You can also jump to the full text of cited cases, statutes, and other sources using hypertext links. If you prefer, you can use the Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search method to search a guide. 
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Corporate Counsel’s Guide databases on Westlaw include the Corporate Counsel’s Guide to Copyright Law (CCGCOPYR), Corporate Counsel’s Guide to Trademark Law (CCGTMLAW), and Corporate Counsel's Guide to Protecting Trade Secrets (CCGPTRSE). These databases are ideal if you need to advise on Web linking, fair use, trademark registration, or other copyright or trademark issues. 

Example

Suppose you are asked to provide some guidance for a company wanting to choose a trademark. Access CCGTMLAW and click Table of Contents at the Search page. Click the plus symbol next to Part I. Text and then click the plus symbol next to Chapter 2. Trademark Selection. Browse the names of sections that discuss choosing and clearing a trademark and interpreting the results of a trademark search. To view the text of a section, click the section name.
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Docket Science: Use Dockets for Risk Management Tools    

Whether it’s for M&A due diligence or competitive information, dockets provide you with a wealth of litigation information.

Court docket records—those litigation documents you never read in law school—can be a gold mine of information, information such as the names of parties, judges, and attorneys; the nature of the suit; and descriptions of filings, proceedings, and dispositions. Because they’re on Westlaw, dockets also contain links to other important case filings, such as pleadings and motions. As a result of one search, you see the dockets and have access to the underlying documents filed in the case. 

Such information can be invaluable when you are

· doing background research, e.g., reviewing a company’s or expert's litigation history; researching suppliers and vendors

· conducting due diligence, e.g., identifying the potential liabilities of a target company

· monitoring trends, e.g., evaluating the impact of industry litigation trends

· managing litigation, e.g., monitoring current litigation activities; following litigation trends among regions or industries

Dockets on Westlaw give you an efficient and cost-effective alternative for managing and monitoring cases as they make their way through the courts. 

Finding dockets on Westlaw

To view the broad selection of docket databases on Westlaw, click Directory at the top of any page. Then click Dockets under Litigation in the right frame to display a list of docket databases. Click a database name to access the database or click a folder name to view additional database listings. At a Search page, an easy-to-use search template is displayed. In most docket databases, you can search using the participant’s name, docket or case number, judge’s name, attorney’s name, filing date, and key terms. 

Search examples

· To get a quick overview of the patent cases that have been filed by Abbott Laboratories regarding U.S. Patent No. 4,988,731, access the Intellectual Property Docket Summaries database (IP-DOCK-SUM). Type 4988731 in the Patent Number text box and click Search Westlaw.

· To search Texas dockets for labor and employment cases in which American Home Assurance Company is a participant, follow these steps:

1. Access the Dockets–Texas–State and Federal Courts Combined database 
(DOCK-TX-ALL).

2. Type american home assurance in the Participant Name text box.

3. Click Available KNOS Codes. Select the Labor and Employment check box from the list of KNOS classifications. Click Save to return to the search template.

4. Click Search Westlaw.
New Docket Alerts feature

Another way to make your job easier is to use the Docket Alert feature. You can choose to be automatically notified via e-mail of newly filed cases that may be of interest when you are monitoring a company. You can also choose to monitor existing cases and automatically receive an alert when a docket is changed or updated. 

To create a Docket Alert entry, click Docket Alert in the left frame of the Westlaw GC page. At the next page, click Create Entry and then select either Receive an alert when there are new developments in a specific case or Receive an alert when new cases are filed. 

If you are viewing a docket record, you can click Track this Docket at the top of the record to create a Docket Alert entry to monitor new developments in the case.

The Tabbed Subprime Page: Subprime Law and Analysis Without the Runaround

The subprime mortgage mess is all over the news. You’d think it would be easy to use Westlaw to find resources such as the governing law, legal analysis, litigation documents, and news articles pertaining to subprime lending. In fact, you’d think that anything having to do with the subject would be in one convenient spot.

And thanks to the new tabbed Subprime page, you’d be right.

For those of you who need to keep up in this area, the Subprime page is a major time-saver. No longer do you have to scour the Westlaw Directory for relevant databases (few of which contain the words banking or subprime in the name). On the new Subprime page, a wide variety of essential materials—cases and court filings, banking statutes and regulations, summaries of federal and state mortgage lending laws, public records, analytical materials, and more—are gathered together in one place. 

In addition, the page offers instant access to the following:

· the table of contents of almost 100 major federal statutes and regulations

· more than 40 multistate statutory and regulatory surveys

· iComply® summaries of state laws and regulations governing mortgage lenders and brokers

· current federal and state banking compliance updates

· articles from Andrews Bank and Lender Liability Litigation Reporter and other current awareness materials

Select the Subprime page as you would any other tabbed page on Westlaw: Click Add/Remove Tabs at the top of any page and click Subprime in the Topical section of the Manage Tabs page.

ACC Insight

Resources from the Association of Corporate Counsel 

Turn to ACC for Exclusive In-House Resources – acc.com [LINK TO: http://www.acc.com/?utm_source=CorporateEdgeSummer08&utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_campaign=acchome]
Save time. Save money. Do your job better. The Association of Corporate Counsel (ACC) has a vast selection of resources and services exclusively for in-house counsel that can help you do your job more effectively. Take a look below at the various resources, services, and networking opportunities we offer.
ACC 2008 Annual Meeting – October 19–22, Seattle, Wash. – am.acc.com [LINK TO: http://am.acc.com/?utm_source=CorporateEdgeSummer08&utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_campaign=AM08]
In-house. Informed. Indispensable. This describes the ACC member. Whether you are moving in or moving up, ACC can help you get the skills you need to succeed, both for your company and for your own career. The ACC Annual Meeting is packed with over 100 CLE programs, an abundance of networking opportunities, and sponsors with the services you need. This is the big one, the one you can’t miss. (Check the Web site often for added details.)


Timely and Comprehensive Resources Just for In-House Counsel
ACC's Virtual LibrarySM provides you with effective and practical resources that save you time and money. Whether you need sample forms and policies used in law departments around the world, in-depth articles, or benchmarking tools, ACC's Virtual Library has it all. 

What’s hot in the ACC Virtual Library?

· Sample Forms and Policies – Releases, waivers, and agreements

· Survey Data – What are your peers thinking about and what concerns them the most? Benchmarks!

· InfoPAKsSM – Resource reference packets segmented by specific subject areas for quick and easy access.

All ACC members have free and unlimited access to the Virtual Library. To gain access, join ACC today: acc.com/membership/. [LINK TO: http://www.acc.com/membership/?utm_source=CorporateEdgeSummer08&utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_campaign=membership]
Advance Your Career with In-House JoblineSM – jobline.acc.com  [LINK TO: http://jobline.acc.com/?utm_source=CorporateEdgeSummer08&utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_campaign=jobline_top]
When you're ready for the next step in your career, turn to ACC's In-House Jobline where you can find nearly 1,000 in-house jobs from leading companies around the country. Current featured opportunities include the following:

· Corporate Counsel – Services and Acquisitions – Texas – Fortune 100 tech company seeks a collaborative problem solver with a minimum of four years of related experience to take on full-range legal responsibility for a significant portfolio of a global services organization, which may include design, development, and delivery of remote management capabilities, consulting services, and managed services.

· Assistant General Counsel (North America) – New Jersey – A publicly held medical devices company is looking for an attorney with 10 years of experience who will be responsible for the provision of legal services in North America and will supervise an excellent team of divisional lawyers and paralegals, as well as the senior director, reimbursement adviser, and consulting corporate counsel

· Senior IP Counsel – Massachusetts – Biotech company seeks intellectual property lawyer with five to eight years experience to handle all aspects of its intellectual property matters including patent preparation, prosecution, and protection and developing strategies in concert with others to commercially leverage the company's technologies.

Searching the job listings and posting your resume is easy and always free. Visit In-House Jobline today (jobline.acc.com) [LINK TO: http://jobline.acc.com/?utm_source=CorporateEdgeSummer08&utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_campaign=jobline_bottom] and explore ACC's career resources (acc.com/career). [LINK TO: http://www.acc.com/career?utm_source=CorporateEdgeSummer08&utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_campaign=career]

All 50 USCA Titles—At Your Fingertips

Suppose you need sections of the United States Code Annotated® (USCA) that govern the duties of a credit reporting agency, but you have no idea which title of the USCA applies. Now what? Is there a way to retrieve a relevant section from this massive publication quickly? Here are a few ways.

The United States Code Annotated database (USCA) on Westlaw contains features that can shrink this giant work to a manageable size. 

Table of Contents service
With the Table of Contents service, you can browse the headings of the entire publication in seconds, view potentially relevant sections by clicking section names, and determine—at a glance—whether nearby titles, chapters, or parts are worth investigating, too. To access the Table of Contents service for the USCA, click Table of Contents at the USCA Search page or on the Links tab for any USCA section you are viewing.

Statutes index
You can browse or search the alphabetical USCA index for a specific topic. When you find the topic, e.g., Credit Reporting Agencies, click its hypertext link. The relevant USCA sections are displayed in an easy-to-scan list. Don't worry if you don't choose the best topic on your first try: All subtopics and cross-references are displayed, too, as well as user-friendly links to the full-text sections. To access the index for the USCA, click Statutes Index at the USCA Search page.


Caption (ca) and prelim (pr) field restrictions
A good way to get more relevant search results is to restrict your search by field, i.e., to search only for documents that contain your terms in the title, heading, or other portion you designate. Among the more useful fields for searching the USCA are the prelim (pr) and caption (ca) fields, which contain the major statute headings and section titles. Terms that are central to a statute are likely to appear in these fields. For example, to search for USCA sections relating to credit reporting agencies, type pr,cr(credit /s reporting /s agency). 

COLUMN

Questions for the Corporate Guru       

Question:         Q:  How do I return to a document I found on Westlaw or to previous searches I ran on Westlaw?  

Answer: 
A: Click Research Trail in the upper-right corner of any page.
The Research Trail feature makes it easy to keep track of your research and return to previous work. To view the research trail for your current Westlaw session, click Research Trail at the top of any page. You will see information about the tasks you’ve completed, including the citations of documents you retrieved and the Westlaw databases you used. 

To view all research trails associated with your password from the last 14 days, click List of All Research Trails at the Research Trail page. Click the name (date and time) of any research trail to access the research you did during that particular research session. Click any link under Research Event to run a search again or retrieve a document.  

Research outside your plan

If you run a search in a database outside your plan or retrieve a document outside your plan using a citation or a hypertext link, you can use the Research Trail to return to that search result or document later in the day at no additional cost. When you click Research Trail, you will see the words Access Research Events with a  (  at no additional charge until 2:00 a.m. Click any link to run a search or retrieve a document again.

To keep a research trail longer than 14 days, you can either e-mail it to yourself or reset the expiration date. 
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