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Drafting tools for your legal documents     
When you need drafting tools for your legal documents, including briefs, pleadings, and filings, you will find useful tools at the Software Download Center that integrate with services on Westlaw. Visit west.thomson.com/software.

Here are some of the tools you may find useful:
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· WestCheck® extracts citations from a document and checks them in KeyCite®, the citation research service on Westlaw, and then displays the result in a report. You can also enter individual citations or copy and paste citations. It’s quick and easy—and there’s no charge to use it. You can access WestCheck on the web at westcheck.com, or you can download WestCheck software. 
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· West BriefTools®  is a citation-checking and file-retrieving software application that you use with Microsoft Word or Corel®  WordPerfect®  documents. With West BriefTools, you can verify and update your citations as you write your documents. You can also add KeyCite status flags and links to the full-text documents on Westlaw.
· West CiteAdvisor identifies citations in your Microsoft Word or Corel WordPerfect legal documents, offers the correct Bluebook citation format if necessary, and inserts a table of authorities in your document.
Take advantage of the following free resources to help you:
· The West Reference Attorneys are available to assist you 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, and there is never a charge for their services. No research question is too simple or too complicated. Call them at 1-800-900-WEST (1-800-900-9378) before you get frustrated.
· Quick reference and user guides are available in PDF at west.thomson.com/westlaw/guides.
· Training resources include online training, where you learn at your own pace; classroom training; and telephone training. Visit west.thomson.com/westlaw/training. 
· On-site training seminars are available if you work with your local West account manager. Ask your account manager if Westlaw seminars count toward continuing legal education (CLE) credit.  
New on Westlaw: More patent file history
If you are prosecuting or litigating patents, patent file history (as reflected in the file wrapper) is probably a vital part of your research. "Statements and amendments reflected in the file wrapper will not only help with interpretation of the meaning of the patent claims but will estop the patentee from later attempting to recapture a broader reading of his claims by arguing a contrary position under the 'doctrine of equivalents.' " William C. Holmes, Intellectual Property and Antitrust Law § 1:6 (2008).
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It can be extremely time-consuming to retrieve a copy of the file history, review all pertinent communications, and identify when and why various claims were revised, merged, amended, or dropped.
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Now, however, West has added the U.S. Patent File Histories database (US-PAT-HISTORY) to Westlaw, which allows you to search the largest online portfolio of U.S. patent file histories available anywhere, including related office actions, correspondence, and exhibits. Patent file histories are available for selected U.S. patents, with an emphasis on patents that are commonly requested or litigated. Documents are exact PDF images, with all handwritten comments and time stamps intact. 
For added convenience, links to US-PAT-HISTORY documents are displayed in documents from the U.S. Patents Full-Text (US-PAT) and United States Patent Applications (US-PAT-APP) databases, where available.
Search example

Suppose you are viewing U.S. Patent No. 7,315,741. Click View Patent File History at the top of the document or on the Links tab. Links are displayed to PDF images of such materials as the file wrapper jacket, application, and petition for extension of time (see figure below). 
The US-PAT-HISTORY database is part of Westlaw Patents, a suite of patent research tools and features that includes a claims version comparator and graphical views of claims histories and patent families.
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Westlaw PeopleMap: Uncover someone’s connections—in an instant 
Westlaw PeopleMap is the dynamic new tool that lets you quickly discover relevant information about people and their connections.
Thorough cross-referencing helps you quickly discover relationships between people, their assets and other public information, and other individuals. Use Westlaw PeopleMap to visualize the “big picture” and focus your research.
Westlaw PeopleMap is fast, intuitive, and easy to use. Just supply a name (and permissible use), and Westlaw PeopleMap brings you the following:
· A Microsoft Virtual Earth map that shows the geographic location of each person with the name you entered. The map enables you to tell whether an address is residential or commercial or a box at a strip mall.  
· A graphical display of public records and other individuals connected to the person selected, with links to the underlying records. This display enables you to get a better view of an individual’s relationships.
Running a Westlaw PeopleMap search
At the tabbed PeopleMap page, type an individual’s name or Social Security number in the What do you know about the person? section. Select the appropriate items from the Permissible Uses drop-down lists and click Next. The Results page is displayed.

Results page: Is this the right John Consumer?
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The Westlaw PeopleMap Results page can spare you the time you might waste from investigating the wrong person. In the left frame, the names and current addresses of the individuals matching your search criteria are displayed. In the right frame, a map is displayed with alphabetical markers showing the location of each individual. 
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To retrieve more information about an individual listed in the left frame, select the check box next to the individual’s name, then click Next. Information is displayed in an interactive graphical display.
Interactive graphical display: Which records and people are connected to this person?
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The left frame of the interactive graphical display lists the records that Westlaw PeopleMap found for the individual you selected. A confidence level next to each record indicates the likelihood that the record is in fact related to that individual.
In the right frame, the interactive graphic display shows the relationships between the individual and related parties (other individuals named in the records). You can click the name of a related party to display the full range of records pertaining to him or her.
Restrict the details shown in the display by using the tools available in the toolbar at the top of the right frame.
Tip: For comprehensive listings of the jurisdictions and coverage dates available for each document type, click Back on the Links tab of the graphical display to return to the Results page. Click Coverage at the top of the page. Then click a link to view the coverage for a particular document type.

Westlaw PeopleMap report 

You can compile some or all of your Westlaw PeopleMap result into a report in PDF, Microsoft Word, Corel WordPerfect, or HTML.

If you have any questions about PeopleMap, call the West Reference Attorneys at 1-800-900-WEST 
(1-800-900-9378).

Track recent session laws in your state      

You can now use the Table of Contents service to browse session laws in your state, or you can set up a WestClip entry to be alerted to new session laws.

Using the Table of Contents service
Browsing the table of contents for your state’s session laws takes away the need for any searching. Just access the database for your state and click Table of Contents at the Search page. (You can also use the Table of Contents service to browse U.S. public laws in the United States Public Laws database (US-PL). The US-PL database contains enrolled bills passed by the current Congress that have been signed into law by the president, whether or not they are classified to the United States Code.)
Legislative service databases contain documents passed by state legislatures and selected documents proposing legislation by initiative or proposition. To access your state’s legislative service database, use the identifier XX-LEGIS, where XX is your state’s two-letter postal abbreviation, e.g., to access the California Legislative Service database, type ca-legis.
Using the WestClip service
If your state legislature is in session now, a good way to monitor developments that relate to your industry or business is to set up a WestClip entry in your state’s legislative service database. Instead of having to search the database frequently, your WestClip will alert you via e-mail when legislation is passed.
To create a WestClip entry, click Alert Center at the top of any page to display the Alert Center Directory. Click Create in the WestClip section to display the WestClip: Create Entry page. Type a name for your entry in the Name of clip text box, if desired. Then type the identifier for your state’s legislative service database, e.g., mn-legis, in the Database(s) text box and type a Terms and Connectors query that includes terms describing your industry or business, such as insurance or finance, in the Query text box. 
Review the delivery settings on the right side of the page. If you want to change the settings, such as the delivery destination and the result format, click Edit next to Delivery Settings. The WestClip: Edit Delivery Settings page is displayed. When you are finished making changes, click Save to save the delivery settings and return to the WestClip: Create Entry page. Click Save again.

There is no charge to run a WestClip entry as long as you choose to run it on a daily, weekday, weekly, biweekly, or monthly basis. You can also select Enhanced Cite List (instead of List of All Citations) for your result format and incur no additional cost. The enhanced result list includes your search terms and surrounding text for each document listed in your WestClip result. 
If you have any questions about setting up a WestClip entry, call the West Reference Attorneys at 
1-800-900-WEST (1-800-900-9378).

ACC Insight:
Resources from the Association of Corporate Counsel

Turn to ACC for Exclusive In-House Resources at www.acc.com. 

Save time. Save money. Do your job better. The Association of Corporate Counsel (ACC) has a vast selection of resources and services exclusively for in-house counsel that can help you do your job more effectively and efficiently. Take a look below at the programs, services, and networking opportunities we offer.
The ACC Value Challenge to getting started: “Meet. Talk. Act.”
Part of the ACC Value Challenge initiative, “Meet. Talk. Act.” encourages in-house counsel, law departments, and outside law firms to take action in connecting value to the costs of legal services. See what others are doing and be a part of the challenge. Visit www.acc.com/advocacy/valuechallenge to learn more. 
Comprehensive programs, captivating speakers, plentiful networking
All in one place—ACC’s 2009 Annual Meeting, Boston, October 18–21. This global gathering of corporate attorneys and legal service providers features programs delivered by influential speakers such as Doris Kearns Goodwin and unparalleled networking opportunities throughout the meeting. Register today at am.acc.com. 
Navigating tough times through effective leadership
At a time when resources are scarce and expectations are high, the need for effective law department management and leadership has never been more critical. Listen to an interview with Deborah House, ACC vice president and deputy general counsel, and Steve Chitwood, professor emeritus of The George Washington University and facilitator of ACC’s Executive Leadership Institute, discussing the leadership styles, traits, and characteristics required for in-house counsel to succeed as effective leaders. Click here to listen. 
One hour plus one hot topic equals one great program
Looking for cost-effective training? Save time and money by choosing ACC Desktop Learning Webcasts. These one-hour programs feature hot topics such as How to Effectively and Defensively Conduct a Reduction in Force. Learn directly from your desktop and receive CLE credit from the comfort of your office, starting today!  Be sure also to check out the wide variety of free ACC webcasts at http://webcasts.acc.com/.

Hildebrandt Law Department surveys now on Westlaw
Use the 2007 and 2008 surveys of corporate legal departments to gain valuable information about legal spending, staffing, management, and compensation.

The 2007 and 2008 Hildebrandt Law Department surveys provide key qualitative and quantitative metrics that assess and benchmark law department performance. The surveys include an extensive array of data on legal spending, staffing, management, and compensation. The 2008 survey includes a total of 223 companies representing 18 industry groups, which makes it an important reference tool.
Learn about areas such as
•  Compensation by Staff Level - Know how your peers are handling base salary, bonus eligibility, and long-term incentive eligibility.
•  Compensation by Practice Area - Find out recent trends in the percent change in base salary and bonus eligibility.
•  Participant Profile - Confirm who is providing the information, so you know the information is authoritative.
Browse the surveys using the Table of Contents service

To browse the table of contents for the 2008 survey, access the Hildebrandt 2008 Law Department Survey, Fifth Edition database (HILDEBRANDT2008). Click Table of Contents at the top of the Search page, then click the plus (+) and minus (–) symbols to browse the table of contents. To jump to a particular section, click its hypertext link. You can also jump to the full text of cited cases, statutes, and other sources using hypertext links.  

For more information about these databases, contact your West corporate representative at 
1-800-248-2449.




Enter this sweepstakes: Choose a character’s name in John Grisham’s next novel!   
To enter the sweepstakes, go to NameYourCharacter.com by April 30. The winning entrant's name will be drawn at random and the winner can either enter his or her own name for the character or enter a fictional name. That name will appear in the next Grisham novel, scheduled for release in 2010.
For every eligible entry, a donation will be made to the Innocence Project of Minnesota (IPMN). Established in 2002, the IPMN is a private, volunteer-based, nonprofit organization that provides pro bono investigative and legal assistance to prisoners trying to prove their innocence. IPMN investigates potential claims of wrongful conviction from prisoners convicted of crimes in Minnesota. If there is DNA evidence of wrongful conviction, IPMN also takes cases from North Dakota and South Dakota. Learn more about the Innocence Project at http://www.ipmn.org.

 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




COLUMN

Questions for the Corporate Guru       

Question: The hypertext links in briefs are helpful when I’m online. However, when I print a brief, I’d like to have the links gone. How can I get rid of them?

Answer:   Change your Westlaw preferences. 
To change your preferences, click Preferences at the top of any page. Click Print and Download in the left frame. At the Print and Download Preferences page, clear the check box next to Include Live Links. Then click Save Changes.
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