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New on Westlaw: Tabbed Financial Crisis Page
Use this page to keep tabs on the global financial crisis.


The world financial crisis has gone well beyond subprime mortgages. Accordingly, the new tabbed Financial Crisis page, which features the entire contents of the Subprime page, has superseded the Subprime page. 

The Financial Crisis page contains links and shortcuts to subprime-related primary authorities, analytical materials, public records, and current awareness resources. Moreover, the Financial Crisis page offers direct links to hot documents as well as easy access to a range of legal analysis, current awareness, administrative materials, and other documents relating to the domestic and international financial crisis.
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In addition, the page offers easy access to

· the table of contents of more than 80 major federal statutes and regulations governing financial

institutions
· more than 50 surveys that compare—on a state-by-state basis—statutes and regulations affecting

financial transactions
· due diligence reports for specific companies
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articles from Andrews litigation reporters and other
current awareness materials

Easy Searching
You can easily search an individual resource by clicking its link in the left frame of the Financial Crisis page. For example, click Financial Crisis News under News, Journals, and Law Reviews to access the Financial Crisis News database (FC-NEWS) and run your search. 

You can also click a link under Recent Developments to display the full-text of a document or links to trial court documents. No searching required!

Adding the Financial Crisis page

To add the Financial Crisis page, click Add/Remove Tabs at the top of any page. At the Manage Tabs page, select the check box next to Financial Crisis in the Topical section, then click Next. At the Save Tabs page, select your default tabbed page and click Save.

Your Business Clients Are in the Red; Are You in the Dark?

Use Westlaw for guidance if companies you do business with are edging toward bankruptcy.

Bankruptcies are up, and in 2009 business bankruptcies are expected to increase in a major way. You want to know what to do if any of your suppliers or vendors are on the verge of bankruptcy.
The three databases listed below will get you started. 
· The BNA Corporate Practice Portfolios: Protecting the Corporate Creditor Under the Bankruptcy Code database (BNACPS-PCC) contains the text of BNA’s Portfolio No. 80, which discusses the legal issues that corporate creditors must deal with when doing business with debtors who are in bankruptcy or are considering filing for bankruptcy. Topics covered include the automatic stay; the use, sale, or lease of the property of a debtor's estate by a trustee; the extension of credit to a debtor after a bankruptcy filing; the assumption or rejection of executory contracts or unexpired leases by a debtor's estate; the filing of claims; the procedures for a creditor to object to the discharge of a debt; and the doctrine of substantive consolidation; and the role of creditors in the reorganization plan of a debtor under Chapter 11.

There is no table of contents for this database, but if you run a Terms and Connectors search using the term creditor, you can scroll through the 25 documents in the result list.
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The Corporate Counsel’s Guide to Bankruptcy Law database (CCGBKRL) contains the full text of the Corporate Counsel’s Guide to Bankruptcy Law, which addresses the many facets of bankruptcy law and answers questions in a wide range of bankruptcy-related areas. The treatise covers a broad range of issues, including commercial leases, preferential transfers, reclamation claims, administrative expenses, involuntary petitions, executory contracts, and rejection of collective bargaining agreements. 
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You can use the Table of Contents 
service to browse the contents of 
CCGBKRL.
· The Strategic Alternatives for Distressed Businesses database (STALTDB) contains the full text of Strategic Alternatives for Distressed Businesses (current through the 2008 edition), Jonathan Friedland’s guide to solutions for financially troubled companies. Friedland devotes a chapter to each of the following:
· business bankruptcy 

· compositions with creditors 

· exchange offers 

· assignments for the benefit of creditors 

· real estate workouts 

· federal court receiverships


You can use the Table of Contents service to browse the contents of STALTDB. 

FormFinder: A New Resource to Help You Find Forms 
FormFinder quickly helps you find just the form you need.  

 
The big advantage of FormFinder is that you don’t have to remember the identifier of a forms database or select a tabbed page containing a FormFinder link. 
Instead, click FORMFINDER—a bright yellow link visible at the top of any Westlaw page. The FormFinder search template is displayed. And you don’t have to type a thing: Just use the check boxes and drop-down lists on the user-friendly search template. Your template search can be as general or specific as you want.

It takes just a few seconds to retrieve text forms, fillable PDF forms (eforms), checklists, and clauses found in

· 45 distinct legal categories 

· hundreds of subcategories 

· national forms collections, such as West’s® Legal Forms and Nichols Cyclopedia of Legal Forms Annotated 

· state-specific forms collections, such as Illinois Civil Practice Forms and New Jersey Forms Legal and Business, for 30 states
· selected statutes and regulations 
You can then copy and paste the text into a word-processing document and modify as needed.
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Using the Template 

For example, to retrieve forms and checklists pertaining to the exploitation of copyrights in musical works, click FormFinder at the top of any page. Select Copyright from the Select a Topic drop-down list, then select Exploitation of Musical Property from the Select a Subtopic drop-down list. 
By default, all document types are selected. To remove a document type from your search, clear its check box under Document Type. To restrict your search to specific jurisdictions, select the appropriate check boxes under Jurisdiction Selection.
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Type a Terms and Connectors search, 
if desired, in the Enter Search Terms
 text box and click Search Westlaw. The result list for your search is displayed. Click the citation of a form in the result list. The form is displayed in the right frame.
Using Natural Language

You can also use the Natural Language search method to run a search. For example, to search for software license agreements, click the Natural Language tab and type software license agreement in the Search text box, then click Search Westlaw. 
  

Use WestClip to Track Session Laws
Want to know when a state or federal law has been passed but don’t want to have to track the legislative process yourself?

Use WestClip. Once you set up a WestClip entry, you don’t need to do another thing except check your e-mail.  

Most state statutes are codified and updated only once a year. However, legislative activity that can amend, repeal, or invalidate a statute occurs throughout the year. This means that it is essential that you track session laws as part of your statutory research. 

To simplify your research, set up a WestClip entry in the Multistate Legislative Service database (LEGIS-ALL), the United States Public Laws database (US-PL), or an Individual State Legislative Service database (XX-LEGIS, where XX is a state’s two letter postal abbreviation) to track session laws that pertain to your industry or business. You can set the WestClip entry to automatically run your Terms and Connectors query and deliver the results to an e-mail address or another destination you select. 

Use search terms that are related to your business, e.g., software or “natural gas”. Or use the section number of a particular statute you are interested in tracking. 

There is no charge to run a WestClip entry as long as you choose to run it on a daily, weekday, weekly, biweekly, or monthly basis. You can also select Enhanced Cite List (instead of List of All Citations) for your result format and incur no additional cost. The enhanced result list includes your search terms and surrounding text for each document listed in your WestClip result. 
There are several ways to create a WestClip entry:

· Click Alert Center at the top of any page, then click Create in the WestClip section. The WestClip: Create Entry page is displayed.

· While viewing a search result retrieved with a Terms and Connectors query, click the Result List tab, then select Add Search to WestClip from the Result Options drop-down list and click Go. The 
WestClip: Create Entry page is displayed with the client identifier, the database identifier, and your search terms already filled in.

Complete the WestClip: Create Entry page by typing information in the appropriate text boxes. If necessary, change delivery settings by clicking Edit. When you finish, click Save and then click Save again at the WestClip: Create Entry page.

Once you set up a WestClip entry, you don’t need to do another thing except check your e-mail.  

If you have any questions about setting up a WestClip entry, call the West Reference Attorneys for assistance at 
1-800-900-WEST (1-800-900-9378).

ACC Insight

Resources from the Association of Corporate Counsel 
Turn to ACC for Exclusive In-House Resources – www.acc.com [LINK TO: http://www.acc.com/?utm_source=CorporateEdgeFall08&utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_campaign=acchome]
Save time. Save money. Do your job better. The Association of Corporate Counsel (ACC) has a vast selection of resources and services exclusively for in-house counsel that can help you do your job more effectively. Take a look below at the various resources, services, and networking opportunities we offer.
Corporate Counsel Breaks New Ground in Quebec

ACC has expanded its reach even further with the founding of the ACC Quebec Chapter, the second Canadian chapter for the association. With additional development under way in 2009, be sure to visit us often at www.acc.com. 
Advance Your Business Skills in the New Year!
Is becoming financially literate and business savvy one of your goals for 2009? Then don’t miss ACC’s Mini MBA for In-House Counsel program. 
 
Taking place February 9–11 at Boston University’s School of Management, this power-packed three-day session provides a focused program of essential business skills for the in-house attorney. Enhance and sharpen your management knowledge in critical MBA disciplines such as strategic planning, corporate finance, organization development, and risk analysis. 
 
Sign up now!
Bad Times Build Good Leaders

The Chinese phrase for “crisis” consists of two characters: one means danger and the other means opportunity. In times of crisis, opportunities emerge for able leaders. ACC understands what it takes to be a leader in an in-house environment. Come to ACC’s Executive Leadership Institute April 19–22 in Atlanta, and learn to face these challenges and seize the opportunities. Learn more at http://www.acc.com/leadership.
ACC’s 2009 Annual Meeting Call for Programs!

Want to do more than just attend the ACC’s 2009 annual meeting October 18–21, at the Hynes Convention Center in Boston, Mass.? Visit us at am.acc.com for detailed information about submitting your new and innovative ideas for a CLE/CPD program. The deadline is January 16. Your ideas are what make ACC’s annual meeting a valuable resource every year! Questions? Contact us at education@acc.com.
Westlaw China: Your One-Stop Source for Chinese Law

Westlaw China gives you easy access to current Chinese cases and legislation, with high-quality English translations and analysis that make the law understandable and useful.

China’s legal system has hit the big time. The nation’s fast-paced economic growth is fueling a continuing increase in the volume of business opportunities and of lawsuits. The U.S. style of litigation is already taking off in China, and today more than 4,500 cases a year involve “foreign elements.” 

However, researching Chinese legal requirements can be a daunting task. It can be very difficult to search the hundreds of Chinese regulations and policies issued by a wide variety of regulatory bodies, any of which can be critical to determining a client’s legal rights and obligations. And, until recently, there has not been a reliable and complete law library or legal search engine available in China. 

Westlaw China is West’s one-stop source for legal and business information about the People’s Republic of China, offering easy access to current Chinese laws, regulations, cases, and other materials, including the following:

· more than 300,000 laws and regulations from all Central People’s Government agencies, 31 provinces, municipalities under the central government, and autonomous regions

· decisions from the Supreme People’s Court and provincial, local, and special courts

· current awareness (online or via e-mail) drawn from more than 120 online sources

· legal digests covering 32 topics, including nine available in English (unfair competition, arbitration, civil law, civil procedure, copyright, trademark, foreign direct investment, mergers and acquisitions, and telecom and Internet law)

Ease of use is perhaps the most compelling feature of Westlaw China. Although the product contains simple and advanced search templates, you aren’t bound by word searches: More than 300,000 legal issues are identified, summarized, and integrated into topical digests by bilingual legal editors. Expert legal translators provide high-quality English translations, with all essential nuances preserved. Links to cited full-text sources are provided.

For more information about Westlaw China or to sign up for a free 14-day trial, contact your account manager or visit west.thomson.com/westlaw/global/china.

COLUMN

Questions for the Corporate Guru       

Question: Do I have to select permissible uses each time I search public records? 
Answer:   No. You can now set your permissible uses as defaults for all your searches.
After you set your permissible uses defaults, whenever you return to a search template, the permissible uses are already selected in their respective drop-down lists. The end result: a smoother and more streamlined research experience.

Note: It is still the case that in order to search for particular types of information in databases such as People Records–Combined (PEOPLE-ALL) or Driver’s License–Wallet Data (DLWALLET), you need to specify one or more permissible uses required under the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, the Driver’s Privacy Protection Act, or state voter registration regulations. But now you have to specify them only once. 

There are three ways to set a permissible use default:
· Database search template: A Keep this selection as my default check box is now displayed next to each permissible use drop-down list on applicable search templates. To set a permissible use default, select a permissible use from a drop-down list and then select the check box next to the list. 

· People Finder Report: Keep this selection as my default check boxes are also displayed next to the permissible use drop-down lists on the tabbed People Finder Report page. To set a permissible use default, select a permissible use from a drop-down list and then select the check box next to the list. 

· Westlaw preferences: Click Preferences at the top of any page, then click Public Records in the left 
frame. Select permissible uses in the right frame using the drop-down lists and click Save Changes.

A default setting lasts for six months or until you change the setting, whichever occurs first. 
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