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Westlaw Patents: New Resource for Patent Prosecution and Litigation 
You don't have to go to several locations—or even several databases—to gather the materials you need for patent prosecution, patent litigation, and IP portfolio management.

 
If you are prosecuting or litigating patents, patent file history (as reflected in the file wrapper) is probably a vital part of your research. With Westlaw Patents, the comprehensive resource that contains all patent-related content and features on Westlaw, you now have access to more materials for prosecuting or litigating a patent. For example, the U.S. Patent File Histories database (US-PAT-HISTORY) allows you to search patent file histories from Thomson Reuters Scientific, the largest online portfolio of U.S. patent file histories available anywhere. 
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Westlaw Patents also contains content and features such as the following:
· Related office actions, correspondence, and exhibits: Click the appropriate link in the left frame for selected documents from full-text patent, patent application, and patent file history databases. 
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Graphical view of the U.S. patent family tree: With a single click, you can display a visual representation of the connections among multiple patents. Click US Patent Family Tree in the left frame. 
· Claims version comparator: You can display the original, amended, and final versions of patent claims. Deletions and additions are shown in color-coded text so you can easily compare versions and instantly spot the changes. Click any of the links under Claims Versions in the left frame. 
Graphical View of Patent Claims
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When you are prosecuting or litigating a patent, you need to know the patent's prosecution history. With a single click, you can display an easy-to-read, visual representation of the evolution of the claims in a patent you are viewing. An additional click displays the version of the claim at any stage in the patent application process. Click Graphical Claims History in the left frame. 
With Westlaw Patents, you don't have to go to several locations—or even several databases—to gather the materials you need for patent prosecution, patent litigation, and IP portfolio management. In addition, the claims versioning and graphical views mean you will spend less time making sense of your results.

Graphical Bills: Bill Tracking at a Glance 
This legislative research tool shows the evolution of a federal bill in a user-friendly diagram.

Why do bill tracking and legislative history research have to be so darn convoluted? A single piece of legislation might have a half-dozen (or more) bill versions. It might also have more than a hundred Congressional Record documents, reports, presidential messages, and other legislative history documents—and not all related to the same bill version. Even online, you might spend hours trying to wrap your mind around the latest legislation.
West's new alternative: We draw you a picture.
Graphical Bills is the recently released legislative research tool that shows the evolution of a federal bill in a user-friendly diagram. This diagram contains icons for each of the bill versions, as well as icons for each legislative history document type and for individual documents. Lines lead your eye from a bill version to the types of documents related to that bill version, and then to the individual documents within a document type.
You don't have to spend time searching databases or determining where in the process a specific document was created. Graphical Bills is ideal for monitoring proposed legislation on issues that may affect your clients, as well as for legislative history research.
To view a document in the diagram, just click (or double-click) its icon. For a link to the last document created, click Last Action in the left frame. You can even use the filtering feature to hide the legislative history document types you're not interested in. For added convenience, you can drag your pointer to move the graphical display.
To access Graphical Bills, click Graphical Bills, when available, in the left frame of a displayed bill. To view a list of the bill versions and legislative history in text view, click Text Version of Graphical View at the top of the Graphical Bills diagram.
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Legislative History: The Point-and-Click Method 
A picture is worth a thousand words, especially when you're doing legislative history research. 
We're referring to the tabbed Legislative History–Federal page on Westlaw, which displays an interactive diagram of the congressional legislative process. If you need documents (e.g., historical bills, committee reports, or presidential messages) from a specific step of the legislative process, all you have to do is click a step in the diagram, and a search page for databases relevant to that step is displayed. 
For example, to search databases related to legislative debate on a bill, click Legislative debate on bill. A Search page is displayed that contains check boxes for databases such as Congressional Record (CR), U.S. Congressional Testimony (USTESTIMONY), and U.S. Code Congressional and Administrative News (USCCAN). Type your search in the Search text box, then use the check boxes to select one or more databases and click Search Westlaw. 
Legislative History Updates

The Legislative History–Federal page also features federal legislative history updates. Click Legislative History Updates in the left frame for instant access to new public laws, congressional reports, executive orders, presidential messages and signing statements, and recent significant court decisions.
Adding the Legislative History–Federal page

To use the Legislative History–Federal page, click Add a Tab at the top of any page. At the next page, click Add Westlaw Tabs to display a list of available tabbed pages. Then click Legislative History–Fed under Jurisdictional–Federal. You can then use this page for your current Westlaw session. 
[Note: For easy access to a Search page for state-specific legislative history materials, use the Legislative History–State page.]

Model Documents: Standard Language When You Need It

Use the Model Documents databases on Westlaw to find industry-accepted language you can use when drafting documents for a wide range of transactions. These databases contain documents that were attached as exhibits in actual Securities and Exchange Commission filings. 

Model Documents databases on Westlaw include the following: 

Model Documents: Bankruptcy (MODELDOC-BKR) 

Model Documents: Business Organizations (MODELDOC-BUS) 

Model Documents: Employment (MODELDOC-EMPL) 

Model Documents: Intellectual Property (MODELDOC-IP) 

Model Documents: Mergers and Acquisitions (MODELDOC-M&A) 

To see a list of all 13 databases, click Directory at the top of any page. Type model documents in the Search the Westlaw Directory text box at the top of the right frame and click Search. 

You can use model documents as checklists to ensure you have identified all relevant issues. You can also use the documents to see how others have negotiated, disclosed, and documented similar deals. With the help of a user-friendly search template, you can restrict your search by title, clause, or other criteria and quickly locate standard language in a wide range of documents, including prepackaged bankruptcies, intellectual property assignments and licensing agreements, tender offers and other M&A documents, noncompetition and confidentiality agreements, and customary fee agreements. 

Search example


To find examples of confidentiality clauses in intellectual property assignment and licensing agreements governed by New York law, complete these steps: 

1.  Access the MODELDOC-IP database. A search template is displayed.

2.  Type confidential! in the Clause Title text box, type “new york” in the Governing Law text box, and select the Assignment and Licensing check boxes.

3.  Click Search Westlaw. Click the number next to the document you want in the result list. 
To jump to a particular section of the document you are viewing, click a link at the top of the document. You can also click the Term arrows at the bottom of the page to view the next or previous occurrence of your search terms.

ACC Insight:

Resources from the Association of Corporate Counsel

Turn to ACC for exclusive in-house resources at www.acc.com. 

Save time. Save money. Do your job better. The Association of Corporate Counsel (ACC) has a vast selection of resources and services exclusively for in-house counsel that can help you do your job more effectively and efficiently. Take a look below at the programs, services, and networking opportunities we offer.

Attend ACC’s 2009 Annual Meeting via Live Webcasts 

Interested in ACC’s Annual Meeting but cannot attend? No problem. Coverage of the most popular CLE/CPD programs from this year’s meeting will be made available through webcasts. The webcasts are available to non-ACC members, and registration is easy. Simply visit am.acc.com/webcasts for details on signing up and a complete list of available webcasts.
Change the Way You Think of Business

The role of in-house counsel is changing from legal officer to full-scale provider of legal services and major stakeholder in business decisions. ACC’s mini MBA for in-house counsel, jointly developed with Boston University, offers a comprehensive overview of management essentials that can help you expand your management knowledge and business expertise. Registration is now open for the December 2–4 program. Visit www.acc.com/education/minimba/ for more information. 

Immediate, Essential, Applicable—ACC QuickCounsel Delivers

Count on ACC QuickCounsel for preliminary legal research when you need it. Covering legal and in-house practice topics such as the Fair Labor Standards Act, electronic billing, and more, QuickCounsel has the compendium of resources to help you with your research from start to finish. To learn more and take advantage of this new resource, visit www.acc.com/quickcounsel. 

What’s New on Westlaw—Selected Resources for Corporate Professionals   

Databases recently added to Westlaw enhance the analytical information covering intellectual property, environmental law, labor and employment, and securities regulation for corporate counsel.
Note: For most of the databases described below, you can use the Table of Contents service to browse the database contents as you would a book. After assessing a database, click Table of Contents, if available, at the top of the Search page.
Bankruptcy and Its Impact on Intellectual Property (ABI-BANKIP) contains the full text of the American Bankruptcy Institute's Bankruptcy and Its Impact on Intellectual Property, which covers the basics of intellectual property law and discusses what parties involved in a bankruptcy can do to protect their intellectual property rights. 
Copyright Throughout the World (COPYWORLD) contains the full text of Copyright Throughout the World, a guide to the copyright law of a variety of nations. Topics covered include registration and formalities, scope of protection, presumptions of ownership, transfers, collective rights management, remedies, circumvention of technological measures and rights management information, secondary liability, and conflict of law rules. 
Employee Noncompetition Law (EMPNONCOMP) contains the full text of Employee Noncompetition Law, which covers the law, major issues, and practical considerations surrounding employee restrictive agreements. The treatise analyzes all aspects of covenants not to compete, including the underlying principles, the types of restrictive covenants, the enforcement of covenants, the effects of certain federal statutes on noncompetition agreements, remedies, and contractual provisions. 
Employment Arbitration: Law and Practice (EMPARB) contains the full text of Employment Arbitration: Law and Practice, a practice guide for employment specialists as well as general practitioners. The treatise begins with an overview of employment arbitration and includes chapters on deciding whether to adopt an employment arbitration program, drafting enforceable employment arbitration agreements, implementing an employment arbitration program, litigation about employment arbitration, how to arbitrate employment disputes, and post-arbitration litigation. It also includes arbitration forms, sample language and clauses, and rules and procedures. 
Executive Compensation for Emerging Growth Companies (EXECEGC) contains the full text of Executive Compensation for Emerging Growth Companies, Third Edition, which includes annotated forms that have been developed by the authors over many years of practice. The handbook also discusses new tax litigation, Internal Revenue Service rulings, Securities and Exchange Commission releases, state blue sky regulations, and other developments. 
Mutual Fund Regulation and Compliance Handbook (MFRCH) contains the full text of the Mutual Fund Regulation and Compliance Handbook, which summarizes the steps involved in forming and operating a mutual fund; explores the regulatory and administrative issues arising under the Investment Company Act of 1940, as well as related issues; and explains the features of the Securities and Exchange Commission's (SEC's) EDGAR database of mutual fund and corporation filings and other SEC resources. The handbook, which is organized in chronological order around the life cycle of a mutual fund, includes checklists, sample documents, forms, and references to additional sources of information. 
Nanotechnology Law (NANOTECH) contains the full text of Nanotechnology Law, which provides a comprehensive treatment of the emerging areas of nanotechnology law, regulation, and development, with an emphasis on environmental, health and safety, and intellectual property issues. 

Legal Due Diligence Reports: Due Diligence Made Easy

Use Legal Due Diligence Reports to obtain a comprehensive picture of a particular company. 

When you perform due diligence, the Legal Due Diligence Reports databases may save you considerable legwork. The Legal Due Diligence Reports database (GSI-DDR) contains reports on all publicly traded U.S. companies; the Private Company Legal Due Diligence Reports database (GSI-DDR-PRIV) contains reports on the top U.S. private companies based on total sales; and the Legal Due Diligence Reports: Public and Private Companies database (GSI-DDR-ALL) includes reports for both publicly traded and private companies. The reports are professionally formatted, complete with charts and tables, and they contain the most current information available.
A typical report contains information such as 

· a company profile—e.g., business description and corporate structure 

· the names of executive officers and directors 

· reported financials—e.g., income statement, balance sheet 

· publicly traded stock—e.g., P/E ratio, market capitalization, pricing history 

· Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) filings 

· commercial transactions—e.g., details of mergers and acquisitions, registrations, and prospectuses 

· a litigation profile—docket records and decisions for lawsuits in which the company is a named party 

· risk factors—e.g., notice of delisting, unresolved issues with the SEC, potential company litigation 

 Running a Search

In addition to accessing a database, you can also use the Legal Due Diligence Reports section in the left frame of the Westlaw GC page to run a search. Select All, Public, or Private; type a company name in the Search By Company Name text box; and click Go. If you are searching for a public company, you can also search by ticker symbol. (To access a database, choose a database from the Select a database drop-down list or click a link below the Search By Ticker Symbol text box in the Legal Due Diligence Reports section.) 

For example, if you are conducting due diligence research on General Mills, select Public, then type general /2 mills in the text box and click Go. Click the number next to the document you want, then click Generate in the right frame. A dialog box is displayed, informing you that you will incur a charge to view the report. Click OK to generate the report and to view it in PDF.

COLUMN

Questions for the Corporate Guru       

Question: How do I get assistance when I am trying to find materials on Westlaw?

Answer:   Use the West Reference Attorneys. 
West Reference Attorneys are bar-admitted attorneys and Westlaw experts with a deep understanding of Westlaw features, functionality, databases, and services. They are available 24 hours per day, 365 days per year, and there is never a charge to use their services. You can contact them whenever you need assistance with any type of search on Westlaw or need more information about content available in your Westlaw subscription. You can save time and expense when you contact them for assistance. 

West Reference Attorneys are familiar with all sorts of research. Westlaw contains more than 32,000 databases so if you need something you think is unavailable, give them a call. You will be impressed with just how much support they can be, particularly in a pinch.

West Reference Attorneys can
· help you navigate Westlaw databases 

· help you get started researching an unfamiliar area of law 

· help you find a specific law or document 

· demonstrate shortcuts and other cost-saving tools and features 

· provide tips on how to construct Terms and Connectors queries 

· verify that a particular database is available on Westlaw or is within your plan 

· help you retrieve news and set up WestClip® and other alert entries 

· answer practically anything about researching on Westlaw 
So the next time you need assistance on Westlaw, even if it’s midnight on a Sunday, call 
1-800-900-WEST (1-800-900-9378).
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