Corporate Edge 
Summer 2009
On-Point Resources for the In-House Counsel

Westlaw has many useful corporate governance materials designed to help you in your national or international business operations.

Start with the tabbed Corporate Governance page
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The Corporate Governance page includes a Corporate Governance and a Corporate Compliance section with excellent analytical resources. Click a publication name in either section, and the table of contents for that publication is displayed. Browse the table of contents by clicking the plus (+) and minus (–) symbols. 

You will find other useful features at the Corporate Governance page, including current news sources and bill and regulation tracking databases.
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 To add the Corporate Governance page for your current Westlaw session, click Add a Tab at the top of any page. At the next page, click Add Westlaw Tabs, then click Corporate Governance under Topical. The Corporate Governance page is displayed. 

Other helpful databases

Business Transactions Solution

The Business Transactions Solution database (BTS) has an extensive section on corporate governance issues and compliance programs. You can access BTS at the Westlaw GC page by clicking Business Forms, Analysis, and Checklists under Business Transactions Solution. The table of contents is displayed. Click the plus and minus symbols to browse the table of contents. You can also select the check box next to a heading in the table of contents and click Expand Selection(s) at the bottom of the page to view all the sections under that heading. 

Fletcher Cyclopedia of the Law of Corporations 
The Fletcher Cyclopedia of the Law of Corporations database (FLTR-CYC) addresses all aspects of complex corporations law. Too access the database, click Fletcher’s Cyclopedia of Corporations under Handbooks and Treatises at the Westlaw GC page; the table of contents is displayed. 
Corporate Counsel’s Guide to Business Ethics Policies 

The Corporate Counsel’s Guide to Business Ethics Policies database (CCGBETHP) discusses corporate codes of legal and ethical conduct. Topics covered include legal rules for codes of conduct, drafting codes of conduct, the effect of codes of conduct and other policy statements on criminal and civil liability, Sarbanes-Oxley Act codes of ethics, international business ethics, establishing an effective compliance program, and “no gifts” letters. The treatise also includes an extensive collection of sample policies. 

Corporate Ethics: Keep Your Corporate Scandals to a Minimum     
Use the materials on Westlaw to help you with those ethical and compliance issues that invariably arise in your corporate work. 

Use the Westlaw Directory

You can find a wealth of corporate and legal ethics databases in the Legal Ethics and Professional Responsibility section of the Westlaw Directory. To display this section, click Directory at the top of any page, then click Topical Practice Areas. Scroll down the page and click Legal Ethics and Professional Responsibility. 

From the directory, you can easily access state rules of professional conduct, American Bar Association materials, disciplinary and ethics opinions, and treatises and law reviews.
Other useful databases
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Friday, June 19, 2009

News Brief: TICKETMASTER DEAL FACES U.K. ANTITRUST PROBE
Antitrust regulators in the United Kingdom have announced that they will investigate the planned merger of
Ticketmaster Entertainment Inc. with Live Nation Inc., the world's largest concert promoter. The U.K's Office of Fair
Trading referred the proposed deal to the Competition Commission, an independent public body that carries out
investigations into mergers, markets and other regulated industries in the country.In making the referral, the OFT said
the praposed deal could reduce competition b,

Fiduciary Duty: SHAREHOLDER GROUP SEEKS BIDDING WAR FOR COMPUTER FIRM
Stockholders in Data Domain Inc. have gone to court accusing its board of directors of violating their fiduciary duty by

favoring one of two bidders for the data storage company. The Police & Fire Retirement: System of the City of Detroit
says the Data Domain board agreed to sel the company to Netapp Inc. in a $1.8 billion cash and stock deal without
taking any steps to maximize the price paid ta the shareholders. Just days after third-party sitor EMC Corp. privately
disclosed its desire to buy.

Back to Top

igation Reporter

Mergers and Acquisiti

Friday, June 26, 2009




Corporate Counsel Guidelines 
The Corporate Counsel Guidelines database (CORPCG) analyzes the legal principles and rules unique to in-house corporate counsel. Chapters 1 and 2 concentrate on the attorney-client privilege and the work-product doctrine, and chapter 3 concentrates on ethical issues faced by in-house counsel.
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You can access the CORPCG database at the Westlaw GC page or the Corporate Governance page. At the Westlaw GC page, click Corporate Counsel Guidelines under Handbooks and Treatises. At the Corporate Governance page, click Corporate Counsel Guidelines under Corporate Governance. The table of contents is displayed. Browse the table of contents by clicking the plus and minus symbols. To see all the sections in a chapter, select the check box next to that chapter and click Expand Selection(s) at the bottom of the page. To view the full text of a section, click its link.
The Rutter Group–California Practice Guide: Professional Responsibility

The Rutter Group–California Practice Guide: Professional Responsibility database  (TRG-CAPROFR) analyzes professional responsibility issues confronted by lawyers in both civil and criminal practice, from attracting clients through terminating the attorney-client relationship. 
Chapter 7 deals with confidentiality and privilege, with sections on maintaining client confidentiality and secrets (one topic of discussion is the use of e-mail communications, the attorney-client privilege, and the attorney work-product doctrine).


Getting the Maximum Value from the Client ID Feature on Westlaw.

Use the Client ID feature on Westlaw as a metric to help determine the value of your legal department.
Assigning a client identifier
At the Westlaw sign-on page, type a client identifier in the Client ID text box to assign your Westlaw session to a particular project or department. This makes it easy for you to track the research you do on behalf of the project or department. Assigning a client identifier to your Westlaw session enables you to use other Westlaw features to assign a real and fairly accurate dollar value to the work you perform.

Your account manager can provide you with a Westlaw Advantage Report, which shows the value of your Westlaw plan. 
 

Changing a client identifier at the Preferences page
You don’t have to sign off from Westlaw in order to assign a Westlaw session to a different project or department. Click Preferences at the top of any page; click Change Client ID in the left frame; type a new client identifier in the Enter Client ID text box or choose an identifier from the Recent Client IDs drop-down list, if available; and click Save Changes.  
Use Westlaw to Keep Up with Trends in Litigation and Industry        

Westlaw has many services and databases to make your work easier and more efficient.

Andrews Litigation Reporters

Andrews litigation reporters cover the latest developments in approximately 40 areas of litigation. Links to several of these reporters are available in the left frame of the Westlaw GC page. Click a link, e.g., Mergers and Acquisitions, to display a list of article summaries. To view the full text of an article, click its title. 

Click Sign Up for E-mail Delivery at the top of the page to display the Recent Developments E-Mail Subscription page. Select the check boxes for the updates you would like to receive by e-mail, type  your e-mail address in the appropriate text box, select a delivery format, and click Subscribe. At the next page, you will receive a confirmation of your subscription. 
Westlaw Topical Highlights
Westlaw Topical Highlights databases contain documents prepared by the West editorial staff that summarize recent developments in many topical areas including environmental law, bankruptcy, copyright, and labor and employment. To view a list of all available Topical Highlights databases, access the Westlaw Directory and click Highlights under Legal Periodicals and Current Awareness, then click Westlaw Topical Highlights.  
Click a topic name to display a list of documents highlighting recent developments in that topical area. current articles. To view the full text of a document, click its title. Click Add Search to WestClip at the top of the page to create a WestClip® entry.  
Use the WestClip service
You can use WestClip to monitor Andrews Litigation Reporter and Westlaw Topical Highlights databases. You can also use WestClip to track companies, products, or topics in the Allnews database (ALLNEWS); case law databases; the Text and Periodicals–All Law Reviews, Texts, and Bar Journals database (TP-ALL); and bill and regulation tracking databases. To create a new WestClip entry, click Alert Center at the top of any page. At the Alert Center Directory, click Create in the WestClip section. The WestClip: Create Entry page is displayed.  Complete the page by typing information in the text boxes. If necessary, change delivery settings by clicking Edit. When you finish changing the delivery settings, click Save. Click Save again at the WestClip: Create Entry page.

Once you set up a WestClip entry, you don’t need to do another thing except check your e-mail.

Use the Docket Alert service
The Docket Alert service automatically notifies you via e-mail of newly filed cases that may be of interest when you are monitoring a company. You can also choose to monitor existing cases and automatically receive an alert when a docket is changed or updated. To create a Docket Alert entry, click Alert Center at the top of any page. At the Alert Center Directory, click Create in the Docket Alert section. Then select either Receive an alert when there are new developments in a specific case or Receive an alert when new cases are filed. If you are viewing a docket record, you can click Track this Docket at the top of the record to create a Docket Alert entry to monitor new developments in the case.
ACC Insight:
Resources from the Association of Corporate Counsel

Turn to ACC for Exclusive In-House Resources at www.acc.com. 

Save time. Save money. Do your job better. The Association of Corporate Counsel (ACC) has a vast selection of resources and services exclusively for in-house counsel that can help you do your job more effectively and efficiently. Take a look below at the programs, services, and networking opportunities we offer.

QuickCounsel delivers 

Count on ACC QuickCounsel for preliminary legal research when you need it. Covering legal and in-house practice topics such as the Fair Labor Standards Act, electronic billing, and more, QuickCounsel has the compendium of resources to help you get your research started. Click here and see how easy it is to use. 

The ACC’s Annual Meeting is October 18–21 in Boston

Here are three good reasons not to miss it:
· Value: No matter how you look at it, the annual meeting has unbeatable value. Take CLEs, for example: The average cost of one CLE credit in the market is about $130; getting it at the annual meeting will cost you only $93. The savings are obvious. 

· Connect, connect, and reconnect: Professional connections can be the key to a successful career! Find a premier service provider to allow you to do more important work, link up with peers to exchange ideas, or just meet up with old friends. You can be sure you’ll meet the right connection at ACC’s Annual Meeting.

· Great minds don’t think alike: Where to get new ideas, solutions, and tactics that can help you weather the tough times? Get them from interacting with your peers and industry experts. And at the annual meeting, there’re plenty of opportunities for you to benchmark, learn, and share.
Click here to register. Not an ACC member? Sign up for the annual meeting and save on a one-year ACC membership. Learn more at am.acc.com.

Why join ACC and why join now?

For more than 25 years, we’ve made it our business to focus on addressing and advocating the challenges and issues concerning in-house counsel. This strength allows us to provide you valuable legal resources and tools that help you improve the performance of your daily job. Especially in times like these, put our strength to work for you. Join ACC today.
The TP-ALL Database Is Your One-Stop Research Shop
You can search more than 2,000 analytical resources on Westlaw at one time.
If you are not sure where to start your research on a new topic, using the Texts and Periodicals–All Law Reviews, Texts, and Bar Journals database (TP-ALL) is a cost-effective way to begin.  TP-ALL contains documents from more than 2,000 analytical sources, including law reviews, texts, CLE course materials, bar journals, legal practice–oriented periodicals, American Law Reports (ALR®), and American Jurisprudence 2d (Am Jur® 2d). (If you want to search just journals and law reviews, try the Journals and Law Reviews database (JLR).) The documents in TP-ALL can provide useful background on an unfamiliar topic and important concepts and terms you can use in subsequent research. 
Because this database contains large numbers of lengthy documents, it is a good fit for Natural Language searching. With Natural Language, you can enter a description of your issue in plain English using terms that describe its main concepts. After you run your search, Westlaw displays the documents most closely matching the concepts in your description first. Use the enhanced result list to help identify relevant documents in your search result. 

To run a search, access the TP-ALL database. At the Search page, click the Natural Language tab if it is not already selected, and type a Natural Language description such as unauthorized use of copyrighted content on the Internet. Choose a date from the Dates drop-down list if you want to restrict your search by date and click Search Westlaw.
Use ResultsPlus® to access additional resources
When you run a search in TP-ALL, ResultsPlus automatically provides references to additional sources of information on Westlaw. Therefore, even if you don't find what you need in your search result, you may well find on-point articles in the ResultsPlus list. You don’t have to do another search; just click a document title in the ResultsPlus list to view the full text of the document.



COLUMN

Questions for the Corporate Guru       

Question: What makes searching on Westlaw more efficient than searching on the Internet?
Answer:   When you are searching for documents, speed and efficiency count. When you search the Web for a document, you may find the document, e.g., case or statute, you are looking for. But it will not contain the editorial enhancements that allow you to quickly determine whether the document is useful to you and whether it is good law. In addition, you could miss important facets of your research.

Here are some key reasons why using Westlaw is vital to your research:
· KeyCite® alerts you when a case, statute, or federal regulation is no longer good law. KeyCite also provides links to related materials, such as proposed legislation for statutes, and expands your research by listing citing references to your document. The KeyCite Alert service automatically monitors the status of your document and informs you by e-mail when its KeyCite information changes.
· When a court makes corrections to its original opinion, West editors incorporate these changes into the opinion on Westlaw. 

· The content on Westlaw is current. For example, Westlaw may have a more current version of a statute than the version posted on an official government site.

· Because of West editorial enhancements and integrated linking, you can feel confident that you have found everything you need when you search on Westlaw. 
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