	[image: image1.jpg]The Estate Planner -



[image: image8.jpg]




	February 2009
	
	

	IN THIS ISSUE:

Funding The Credit Shelter Trust
By Colleen Cowles

When determining which assets are to be distributed to the credit shelter trust, there are a number of factors to consider.

Legislative Update
Supreme Court Affirms Benefits Properly Distributed to Ex-Spouse Beneficiary Despite Her Waiver of Rights in Divorce Decree; Tax Court Calculates Value of Decedent’s Minority Interests in Family Corporations; Annuity Tables Reflect Fair Market Value of Lottery Annuities According to Sixth Circuit; Private Letter Rulings Conclude Splitting Trust into Four Separate Trusts Non-Taxable; Applicable Federal Rates for February 2009.
TechTip
The Witness option in Cowles Trust Plus allows you to set your default witnesses for the documents that you will generate . This Tech Tip discusses the Witness line features in Cowles, and how you can use them to eliminate redundant entry of witness information, but retain the ability to change them for specific sessions.
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Witness Lines




The Witness option in Cowles Trust Plus allows you to set your default witnesses for the documents that you will generate eliminating redundant entry of witness information. These witnesses will be brought into the Enter Merge Information area for each session where they may be changed if necessary for that specific session.
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Default witnesses may be entered on the System/Preferences screen on the Office tab. Click the Witnesses button and the following window will be displayed:
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To add a witness, click the Add button and enter the name of the witness. When entering address information, the following prompt will be displayed: "Do you want to use the office address for this witness?" If "Yes" is selected, the office address will automatically be filled in for this witness. Continue entering email and telephone information.

The Default Signing Status choices allow you to designate the order in which the witness lines will be generated in your documents. You may enter as many witnesses as be needed and then designate the three that will be used most often.
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The default witnesses will automatically be brought into the Generation/Enter Merge Information screen. Click the Witnesses button to open this witness:
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The Move Up and Move Down buttons allow the order of the witnesses (as they will print in the documents) to be changed. Clicking on the down arrow next to the last name will bring up a list of all default witnesses entered in System/Preferences/Office. If you would like to use a different witness for this session, select the correct witness from this list. Use the Clear button if you would like to clear witness information and enter a new witness that is not on the list.



Call us today at (800) 366-1730, or email us at west.appsupport@thomson.com 
if you have any questions or would like more information on 
the Cowles system.
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