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LIBRARIAN RELATIONS 
SURVEYS and REG-SURVEYS: The widening of the interstate

Like the law itself, the 50 State Surveys (SURVEYS) and 50 State Regulatory Surveys (REG-SURVEYS) databases continue to grow—both in quantity and quality.

On June 15, 2007, 105 statutory surveys and 45 regulatory surveys were added to SURVEYS and REG-SURVEYS, respectively. Among the new topics are those pertaining to trademark registration and cancellation, funeral home licensing, antikickback laws, child support requirements, consumer loan fees, lien perfection and enforcement, and medical records retention. Each of these new surveys contains a time-saving table in PDF, in which several aspects of the topic are compared state by state. If you are preparing a multistate survey of state law on one of these topics, then much of your work has already been done for you (by an attorney, no less).

Moreover, the survey documents are becoming more user-friendly. First, when a survey document on a similar topic is available in both SURVEYS and REG-SURVEYS, the survey tells you how to find the survey’s statutory or regulatory counterpart (e.g., “Use Westlaw’s Find feature and the following citation to retrieve the corresponding statutory survey: State Stat. Surveys Balloon Payment”). Second, the searchable survey document lists the subtopics that are covered in the table, where a table is available. With additional descriptive terms in the searchable text, your search is less likely to miss an on-point survey. 

WESTLAW CONTENT
Deed images: a wider Scope 

Real property deeds are essential for all kinds of legal work, including construction, leasing, trusts and estates, family law, and, of course, real estate transactions. They are indispensable for identifying previous owners and resolving ownership and legal description issues. 

It’s only fitting that such deeds are readily available on Westlaw. Now they’re available from even more jurisdictions. 

As of June 5, 2007, deeds are available from eight additional states (Alaska, Arkansas, Delaware, Idaho, Iowa, Montana, New Hampshire, and South Carolina) and 105 additional counties (including King County, Wash. and Cuyahoga County, Ohio). Links to deed images are available for real property transaction, tax assessor, and pre-foreclosure records. To display a deed image for a record you are viewing, click Deed Image on the Links tab. 

Another new enhancement: A table with complete coverage information for all states and counties from which deeds are available is now included in Scope. To view the Scope information and the table, click the Scope icon next to the Deed Image link on the Links tab. 

BNACPS-FOI: Help your business client track down government data

When you hear the phrase Freedom of Information Act, you might think of something used primarily by public interest groups or investigative journalists. 

But think again: Approximately 75 percent of all Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests are from businesses and lawyers working for businesses. Note, The Marriage of the False Claims Act and the Freedom of Information Act: Parasitic Potential or Positive Synergy? 55 Vand. L. Rev. 1549, 1590 n.183 (2002). FOIA requests are useful as a source of competitive information and as a supplement to civil discovery, among other purposes.

The BNA Corporate Practice Portfolios: Business Uses of the Freedom of Information Act database (BNACPS-FOI) contains BNA’s Portfolio No. 14-3, a FOIA guide written for businesses (information requesters as well as their competitors). BNACPS-FOI describes in detail how FOIA can be used by requesters of public information, how it protects certain exempt categories of information, and how litigation arises under the Act. Worksheets include a list of government agencies and a variety of sample documents. 

The Table of Contents service is not available for this database. However, BNACPS-FOI is available as a KeyCite citing reference for cases, statutes, and other documents.

Elder law practice: The golden years start now 

It’s no secret that elder law—a field that may include issues related to health and housing law, pensions, estate planning, and guardianship and conservatorship among others—is one of the fastest growing fields in the legal profession. See, e.g., Cheryl C. Mitchell & Ferd H. Mitchell, 1B Wash. Prac., Methods of Practice § 62.62 (4th ed.). 

And Westlaw is growing, as well: On June 27, 2007, approximately 90 databases related to elder law were released on Westlaw, including forms collections, Medicaid manuals, and relevant slices of legal encyclopedias and practice guides (such as from the respected Advising the Elderly Client treatise). Most of these materials are available via the Resources section of the tabbed Elder Practitioner page, which includes links to related resources such as Asset Locator databases and tax materials.

Here are some of the highlights:

Advising the Elderly Client: With a single mouse click in the Resources section of the Elder Practitioner page, you can access the Search page of the database containing this widely cited four-volume set or any of four topic-specific slices (Housing, Health, Pensions and Retirement, and Guardianship and Conservatorship). If you access the Search page by clicking Advising the Elderly Client under Elder Essentials, you can then click Table of Contents at the Search page to browse the headings and section names.

Forms Finder: As with other tabbed Practitioner pages, you can use the Elder Practitioner page to quickly access a template for retrieving general and state-specific forms. For example, to retrieve general and state-specific forms pertaining to the power of attorney and withdrawal of life support, access the search template by clicking one of the Forms Finder links under Elder Essentials. Then select Powers of Attorney and Health Care Directives in the Limit by Topic list box. Type “life support” in the Enter Search Terms text box and use the check boxes to restrict your search to particular document types and jurisdictions as needed. Then click Search Westlaw.

Medicaid manuals: Official state Medicaid manuals are available for selected states. To access one of these manuals, click the appropriate link, e.g., Virginia Medicaid Manual–Elder, under Elder Health Resources in the Resources section. To search more than one manual simultaneously, click Additional Materials under Elder Health Resources, type a query in the Search text box, select the appropriate manuals using the check boxes provided, and click Search Westlaw. 

Federal Elder Primary Sources: You will find contains links to federal statutes, cases, and administrative materials related to elder law under Federal Elder Primary Sources. A link may take you either to a Search page for an individual database or to a Search page for multiple-database searching.

Westlaw databases: recent releases, name changes, and removals
Westlaw Database Releases

06/19/07

Internet Marketing Law Handbook (IML-HBK)

06/20/07

Three databases from the ECRI Institute

•  ECRI Health Devices International Sourcebase (ECRI-SRCEBASE)

•  ECRI Healthcare Standards Directory (ECRI-HCSD)

•  ECRI International Health Technology Assessment (ECRI-IHTA)

06/21/07

Charleston Law Review (CHARLR)

Law review from the Charleston School of Law in South Carolina 

Dockets–Florida–Leon County (DOCK-FL-LEON)

06/22/07

Avoiding Reversible Error in Criminal Cases (REVERRCR)

Corporate Counsel’s Guide to Doing Business in India (CCGINDIA)

06/26/07

BNA Human Resources Report (BNA-HRR)

Weekly newsletter from BNA

Construction Disputes: Practice Guide with Forms (CDPGF)

06/27/07

Focus Europe (FOCUSEUROPE)

Semiannual supplement to the American Lawyer 

Westlaw Elder Law Practitioner: Nine Medicaid reference databases

These databases contain state-specific Medicaid materials. 

•   New Jersey Medicaid (NJ-MEDICAID)

•   New York Department of Health Medicaid Updates (NY-DOHUPDATE)

•   New York Medicaid (NY-MEDICAID)

•   New York Medicaid Reference Guide (NY-MRG)

•   Ohio Medicaid (OH-MEDICAID)

•   Virginia Medicaid (VA-MEDICAID)

•   Virginia Medicaid Handbook (VA-MCAIDHBK)

•   Virginia Medicaid Manual (VA-MCAIDMAN)

•   Virginia Transmittal Letters (VA-MCAIDTML)

Westlaw Elder Law Practitioner: 53 elder law analytical databases

These databases are topical views of current Westlaw databases. Example databases include 

•   Advising the Elderly Client–Housing (ADVELD-HSG)

•   Florida Jurisprudence–Elder Law (FLJUR-ELD)

•   New Jersey Practice Series–Elder Law (NJPRAC-ELD) 

•   Texas Practice Guide–Elder Law (TXPG-ELD)

Westlaw Elder Law Practitioner: 27 elder law forms databases

These databases contain forms related to elder law. Example databases include 

•   Elder Law Forms–Combined (ELDFORM-ALL)

•   Elder Law Forms–General (ELDFORM-GEN)

06/28/07

NAFTA: Text and Select Documents (APPLETON-A)

Official text of NAFTA-related documents 

NAIC Market Regulation Handbook (NAIC-MRKTREGS)

Handbook published by the National Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC)

Nebraska Briefs Multibase (NE-BRIEF-ALL)

Nebraska Court of Appeals Briefs (NE-APP-BRIEF)

Four law journals from Tottel Publishing 

•   Busy Practitioner (BUSPRAC)

•   Criminal Lawyer (UKCRIMLAW)

•   Journal of Professional Negligence (PROFNEG)

•   VAT Digest (VATDIG)

Two law journals from the U.K.-based Emerald Group

•   Journal of Financial Crime (JFINCR)

•   Journal of Money Laundering Control (JMOLC)

United Kingdom Crime–Journals (UKCR-JLR)

Articles related to criminal law from journals published by the Emerald Group, Sweet & Maxwell, and Tottel Publishing

Two periodicals from the ECRI Institute
•  ECRI Health Devices Journal (ECRI-HDJ)
•  ECRI Windows on Medical Technology (ECRI-MEDTECH)
06/29/07

New York Appellate Motion Decisions (Unreported) (NYORCSU-AMD)

06/29/07
Drinking and Driving Law Letter (DDLAWLET)
Global Business Immigration Handbook (GLOBALIMM)
Physicians’ Desk Reference: Prescription Drugs 2006 (PDR2006)
2006 edition of the Physicians’ Desk Reference®

07/05/07

New Jersey Forms for Business Litigation (NJ-BUSLITFMS)

New Jersey Forms of Civil Pleading (NJ-CIVFMS)

07/10/07
Banking Law and Regulation (BKLAR)
Six databases from Oden Insurance Services, a West business

•  Oden Group Life Insurance and Annuities Statutory and Regulatory Summaries (ODEN-GROUPLIFE)
•  Oden Individual Life Insurance and Annuities Statutory and Regulatory Summaries (ODEN-INDLIFE)
•  Oden Long-Term Care Insurance Statutory and Regulatory Summaries (ODEN-LONGTERM)
•  Oden Property and Casualty Insurance Statutory and Regulatory Summaries (ODEN-PROP)
•  Oden Statutory and Regulatory Summaries Covering Financial Institutions Marketing Insurance (ODEN-FININST)
•  Oden Statutory and Regulatory Summaries Multibase (ODEN-SUMMARIES)
07/11/07
Journal of Health Care Compliance (JHTHCC)
07/13/07
Physicians’ Desk Reference: Nonprescription Drugs 2006 (PDR-NPD2006)
2006 electronic edition of the Physicians’ Desk Reference for Nonprescription Drugs and Dietary Supplements 

07/16/07
Two bankruptcy court trial filings databases
•  United States Bankruptcy Court, N.D. Iowa Trial Filings (IA-NBKR-FILING)
•  United States Bankruptcy Court, N.D. Mississippi Trial Filings (MS-NBKR-FILING)
 
07/17/07
Journal of Internet Law (JINTLAW)
Westlaw Database Name and Identifier Changes

06/22/07

Old:     Herald and Weekly Times (HERWKTIMES)

New:  Weekly Times (Australia) (HERWKTIMES)

Old:     Weekly Times (WKLYTIMES)

New:  Weekly Times (Australia) (Abstracts) (WKLYTIMES)

Westlaw Database Removals

06/18/07

BNA Corporate Practice Portfolios: Proxy Contests and Corporate Control: Strategic Considerations (BNACPS-PXS)

06/22/07

Shopping Center World (SHPGCW)

06/26/07

Appliance (APPLIANCE)
07/02/07
Three NewsRoom™ databases

•   Alabama Heritage (ALAHER)
•   Dayton City Paper (DAYTONCP)
•   QST (QSTMAG)
07/03/07
Borsen (BORSEN)
07/06/07
Post-Crescent (POSTCRESC)
SEARCH TIP 

How can I check a name against lists of high-risk and potentially high-risk individuals and organizations? 
Q: I am evaluating the risk of a variety of individuals and organizations in the United States and abroad who do business with a bank our firm represents. I know that the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) has information on a number of individuals and organizations in its database, but I understand that banks have similar lists, as well. Is there a way to check a name against these lists?

A: Run a single search for the individual or entity name in the World Watch List Profiles database (WATCHLIST). WATCHLIST contains documents with information on more than 600,000 individuals, organizations, shell banks, charities, and political parties. It is updated weekly. The database does not purport to be a blacklist; rather, it lists individuals and entities that are classified either as “high risk” or “potentially high risk,” including those identified as “politically exposed.” WATCHLIST draws from many sources, including domestic and foreign banks, government offices, and law enforcement units. The user-friendly search template makes it easy to restrict your search by country, category (e.g., Crime–Narcotics or Political Individual), or official list.
West Reference Materials

Read about, view, and order new reference materials.
Getting Started with Oden® State Rules and Regulations
4-page quick reference, published June 2007
Material #40635484
 
http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40635484
 
 
LiveNote® Quick Reference Guide: LiveNote Cost Recovery Tool
2-page quick reference, published June 2007

Material #40634889

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40634889
 

LiveNote User Guide
33 pages, published May 2007

Material #40634880

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40634880
 

 

User Guide for Oden State Rules and Regulations 
24 pages, published June 2007

Material #40635482

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40635482
 
West BriefTools® User Manual (without Local Documents)
20 pages, published May 2007

Material #40633048

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40633048
 

West BriefTools with Local Documents User Manual 

28 pages, revised May 2007

Material #40633046

 

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40633046
 

 

Westlaw Database Directory for the Federal Judiciary, 2007 Edition 
1,128 pages, revised May 2007
Material #40629173
 
http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40629173
Westlaw Guide for Paralegals 

55-page research guide, revised May 2007

Material #40627967

 

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40627967
 

 

Westlaw Quick Reference Guide: Trial Pleadings, Motions, and Filings 
2-page quick reference, revised June 2007
Material #40630138
 
http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40630138
 

Westlaw Quick Reference Guide: Using Smart Tools®
2-page quick reference, revised June 2007

Material #RM165865

 

View or download the PDF at 
http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=RM165865

Search all available Westlaw reference materials

To search Westlaw reference materials by title, material number, or key word, go to http://west.thomson.com/store/UserGuideAdvSearch.aspx. 

 

