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LIBRARIAN RELATIONS 
West’s Business Series: Securities-specific authorities for the practitioner’s daily work

Attention: law offices with securities or M&A caseloads!

West’s® Business Series is a collection of publications containing regulatory and statutory material that securities and mergers and acquisitions (M&A) practitioners need in their daily practice. These publications include the following: 

· Federal Securities 1933 Securities Act Regulations Annotated

· Federal Securities 1934 Securities Act Regulations Annotated

· Federal Securities 1940 Securities Act Regulations Annotated

· West’s Business Series – 50 State Surveys – Blue Sky Broker/Dealer Registration

· West’s Business Series – 50 State Surveys – Blue Sky Securities Registration

· West’s Business Series State Securities Blue Sky Statutes Annotated, 2007 ed. 

If your law library supports securities law practitioners, in-house counsel, and agency personnel involved in a wide variety of business ventures and deals, you should find this series to be tailor-made for your firm's research. For example, when you need to research and interpret regulations, the Federal Securities Regulations Annotated volumes can save you time with case summaries from all federal courts reported in the West’s National Reporter System®, a one-of-a-kind index, and the new and exclusive Administrative Decisions Cited feature, which provides summaries of relevant Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) releases and no-action letters. Blue Sky Statutes Annotated includes notes of decisions, giving you easy access to interpretative case law. Fifty State Surveys materials make it easy and cost-effective to identify important securities issues and compare hundreds of statutes and regulations—all in one convenient location.
These softbound volumes are replaced annually. 

For more information, talk with your West librarian relations manager. 

Black’s Law Dictionary Digital Plus: Professionalism meets efficiency

It goes without saying that as a legal professional, you want to use, spell, and pronounce legal terms correctly. 

But you also care about your time: You don’t want to walk away from the computer and pull out the dictionary each time an archaic or unfamiliar legal term pops up.

That’s where Black’s Law Dictionary Digital Plus comes in. Black’s Law Dictionary Digital Plus combines the unparalleled Black’s Law Dictionary®, Eighth Edition; the deep case law coverage of Westlaw; and the speed of online information retrieval. Add Black’s Law Dictionary Digital Plus to your word-processing program or Web browser, and you have instant access to

· more than 43,000 legal definitions (including new terms such as Amber Alert and chad)

· definitions—in context—from Words and Phrases®
· audio pronunciation of thousands of legal terms

· links to pertinent headnotes on Westlaw

· citations to the West Key Number System® and Corpus Juris Secundum® (CJS®)

In addition, thousands of legal terms are automatically added to your word processor’s spell checking feature. 

You can access Black’s Law Dictionary Digital Plus via a pop-up menu or a toolbar added to your word processor or Web browser. The product is easy to install, and it integrates smoothly with Microsoft Word, Microsoft Vista™, Corel® WordPerfect®, Mozilla Firefox, and Internet Explorer®. 

For more information, ask your West librarian relations manager.

WESTLAW CONTENT
PI-SETTLE: Negotiating the negotiating process?

The number of lawsuits and litigators has grown exponentially over the years. However, another number has been shrinking: Fewer cases go to trial today than in previous decades. A widely cited study by the American Bar Association found that in 1962, 11.5 percent of federal civil cases went to trial; by 2002, only 1.8 percent did. See Adam Liptak, U.S. Suits Multiply, But Fewer Ever Get to Trial, Study Says, N.Y. Times, Dec. 14, 2003, at A1.

Given that reality, litigation firms would be wise to familiarize themselves with the many tasks involved in negotiation and settlement, including 

· effectively weighing the costs and risks of litigation and litigation alternatives

· projecting likely fees and litigation costs

· counseling the client so as to avoid “settler’s remorse”

· drafting demand letters

· preparing for mediation or other alternative dispute resolution processes

· drafting settlement agreements

· evaluating trusts, structured settlements, and other settlement vehicles
· resolving issues related to Medicare, Medicaid, and private health insurer liens that can significantly impact the net recovery

· advising the client how a settlement will affect taxes and government benefits

A place to start would be the Negotiating and Settling Tort Cases database (PI-SETTLE), recently released on Westlaw. PI-SETTLE contains the full text of Negotiating and Settling Tort Cases, a comprehensive guide that explains effective settlement techniques in the context of personal injury litigation. Veteran litigator Guy O. Kornblum and settlement administration expert Matt Garretson discuss case evaluation; structured versus lump-sum payout considerations; effective use of mediation; and post-settlement issues such as government benefit programs (Medicare and Medicaid), liens and subrogation, 468b qualified settlement funds, and mass-tort settlements. The authors also address health care liens and taxation of personal injury awards—factors that increasingly result in time delays, cash flow problems, and client dissatisfaction.
In addition to bite-sized explanations, documents include checklists; sample letters, agreements, and clauses; and a state-by-state chart of Medicaid recovery information. 

An easy way to view the contents of PI-SETTLE and retrieve practice tips and analysis of particular stages of the settlement process is to use the Table of Contents service. (You can also search using the Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search method.) ResultsPlus® is available for this database.

TERMEMPL: Quick—when is a termination unlawful in my state?
Q: My firm just landed its first employment termination case. Is there a quick way to identify my state’s prohibited reasons for employment termination?

A: Use the Termination of Employment database (TERMEMPL), which contains the full text of Termination of Employment. In particular, you can browse Part II of the publication, which provides a state-by-state analysis of termination-related statutes, common law, rights, and benefits. Each prohibited reason for employment termination in a particular state is examined in its own quick-to-read section. A section contains ample citations to cases, statutes, and other authorities, as well as links to cited authorities. 

The fastest way to view and retrieve sections pertaining to your state is to use the Table of Contents service. For example, to identify the grounds for termination prohibited by Ohio law, click the plus symbols (+) next to Part II. State Laws and Regulations and Chapter 38. Ohio. 

Bonus! National comparison chart: You can quickly retrieve a chart that compares the current law of all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico governing various termination prohibitions. Access TERMEMPL and run the search “overview of state laws”. 

PMPEP: Breathing new life into the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure
Its own foreward cautions that “(t)he Manual does not have the force of law.” Yet the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office’s Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (“the Manual”) is followed by patent examiners and is central to every patent examiner’s training. As one commentator put it, “an MPEP section that supports the practitioner’s position is like a glistening jewel to be displayed with appropriate grandeur.” See James Ruland, Chapter 2100 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure—A Means for Persuasion, 6 Tex. Intell. Prop. L.J. 49, 51 (1997), quoting Irving Kayton, Critical Professor Kayton-Designed Prosecution Techniques for Successful Litigation, in Advanced Patent Application and Amendment Writing, 14-1, 14-15 (1993).

In other words, for the firm that does patent law, the Manual isn’t for extra credit. It’s required.
Although the Manual has been available on Westlaw since 1999, it is now available as part of a new publication, Practitioner’s Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, searchable in the newly released Practitioner’s Manual of Patent Examining Procedure database (PMPEP). 

What’s different about PMPEP? Unlike other versions of the Manual, author and patent practitioner Cheryl Agris, Ph.D., has loaded this publication with forms, commentary, and practice tips on the nuts and bolts of patent practice. In section 102 (Information as to Status of an Application), for example, the author provides a sample status inquiry form and a table of contact information—complete with telephone numbers and Web addresses—for each phase of the application process. 

Links are provided for statutes, cases, and other authorities cited in the text. The Table of Contents service is also available, so you can quickly browse the contents and retrieve sections by clicking section names.

Westlaw databases: recent releases, name changes, and removals
Westlaw Database Releases

09/27/07
Intoxication Test Evidence (INTOX)
Law of Personal Property Leasing (PPLEASE)
Negotiating and Settling Tort Cases (PI-SETTLE)
An American Association for Justice treatise. 
Trial Handbook for Illinois Lawyers–Criminal (ILTRHBCRIM)
A volume in the Illinois Practice Library. 
Trial Handbook for Illinois Lawyers–Criminal Sentencing (ILTRHBCRSN)
A volume in the Illinois Practice Library.  
09/28/07
Land Use Planning and Development Regulation Law (LUPDRL)
A volume in the Practitioner Treatise Series®. 

Six new topical databases for expert witness filings
•  Business and Commercial Expert Witness Filings (BUS-EW-DOCS)
•  Insurance Expert Witness Filings (INS-EW-DOCS)
•  Intellectual Property Expert Witness Filings (IP-EW-DOCS)
•  Labor and Employment Expert Witness Filings (LB-EW-DOCS)
•  Maritime Expert Witness Filings (MRT-EW-DOCS)
•  Real Property Expert Witness Filings (RP-EW-DOCS)
Two new jury verdict databases from JAS Publications
•  JAS North Carolina Jury Verdicts (JASNC-JV)
•  JAS South Carolina Jury Verdicts (JASSC-JV)
10/01/07
Two new Westlaw eforms databases
•  Westlaw eforms: Bankruptcy (FBKR-FRMS)
•  Westlaw eforms: Business (BUS-FRMS)
10/02/07
Dockets–Florida–Charlotte County (DOCK-FL-CHAR)
10/04/07
Construction Delay Claims (CNDCL)
Treatise from Aspen Publishers. 
Takeover Defense (TKRDF)
Treatise from Aspen Publishers. 

10/05/07
Criminal Jury Instruction Filing (CRJIF-ALL)
Selected criminal jury instructions filed in state and federal courts. 
10/09/07
Intellectual Property and Technology Law Journal (IPTLJ)
Journal from Aspen Publishers. 
10/11/07
Entertainment Law: Legal Concepts and Business Practices (ENTERTAIN)
A guide for business attorneys who structure entertainment deals, negotiate contracts, or litigate disputes involving the entertainment industry. 
Three new Dockets databases
•  Dockets–Minnesota–State and Federal Courts Combined (DOCK-MN-ALL)
•  Dockets–Wisconsin–Appellate and Supreme Courts (DOCK-WI-APPSCT)
•  Dockets–Wisconsin–Circuit Courts (DOCK-WI-CIRCUIT)
10/12/07
Six new topical views of American Law Reports (ALR®)
•  American Law Reports–Bankruptcy (ALR-BKR)
•  American Law Reports–Insurance (ALR-INS)
•  American Law Reports–Intellectual Property (ALR-IP)
•  American Law Reports–Labor and Employment (ALR-LB)
•  American Law Reports–Maritime (ALR-MRT)
•  American Law Reports–Securities (ALR-SEC)
Three new topic-based Dockets databases
•  Dockets–Environmental Law (DOCK-ENV)
•  Dockets–Family Law (DOCK-FAM)
•  Dockets–Immigration (DOCK-IMM)
10/15/07
California Practice Guide: Bankruptcy (TRG-CABANKR)
Practice guide from The Rutter Group. 
Real Estate Finance Law (REALFNLAW)
10/17/07
Nasdaq Alerts (NASDAQ-ALERT)
Text of Nasdaq regulatory and issuer alerts. 
10/18/07
Two new briefs databases for Arizona
•  Arizona Briefs Multibase (AZ-BRIEF-ALL)
•  Arizona Court of Appeals Briefs (AZ-APP-BRIEF)
Ottawa Law Review (OTTLR)
Law journal from the University of Ottawa Faculty of Law, Common Law Section. 
Practitioner’s Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (PMPEP) 

Commentary on the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office’s Manual of Patent Examining Procedure. 
10/19/07
State Criminal Trial Court Orders and Judgments (CRTRORDERS-ALL) 
El Mundo (ELMUNDOSP)
Full-text Spanish-language documents (June 2004–April 2007). 
Six new topical 50 State Surveys (statutes and regulations)
•  50 State Survey–Business Organizations (SURVEY-BUS)
•  50 State Survey–Employment Law (SURVEY-EMP)
•  50 State Survey–Environmental Law (SURVEY-ENV)
•  50 State Survey–Family Law (SURVEY-FAM)
•  50 State Survey–Real Property (SURVEY-RP)
•  50 State Survey–Securities (SURVEY-SEC)
10/23/07
All State and Federal Criminal Briefs (CRBRIEF-ALL)
All Federal Criminal Briefs (FED-CRBRIEF-ALL)
All State Criminal Briefs (ST-CRBRIEF-ALL)
10/24/07
e-Competitions (ECOMP) 
Analysis of decisions from E.U. member states applying EC competition rules. 
10/25/07

European Union Global Competition and Antitrust–Commission Decisions (EUGCA-COMM) 

E.U. Commission decisions affecting antitrust, mergers and acquisitions, and competitive issues. 
U.S. Supreme Court Criminal Briefs (SCT-CRBRIEF)

10/29/07

South Carolina Journal of International Law and Business (SCJILB)

Law journal from the University of South Carolina School of Law. 
10/31/07

Seven new Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) databases 

FINRA was created in July 2007 when the National Association of Securities Dealers (NASD) and the regulatory functions of the New York Stock Exchange were combined.

•  FINRA Materials (FINRA)

•  FINRA Arbitration Awards (FINRA-ARB)

•  FINRA Decisions (FINRA-DEC)

•  FINRA Disciplinary Decisions (FINRA-DISP)

•  FINRA Informational Memoranda and Interpretations (FINRA-INFO)

•  FINRA Listed Company Manual (FINRA-LCM)

•  FINRA Organizational Materials (FINRA-ORG)
Voter Registration Information–Florida (VOTERS-FL)

11/01/07
European Union Press Releases (EUPRESS) 
E.U. Commission press releases related to antitrust, mergers and acquisitions, and competitive issues. 
Westlaw Database Name and Identifier Changes

10/10/07
Old:     Loyola University New Orleans School of Law–Law and Technology Annual (LYULTA)
New:  Loyola Law and Technology Annual (LYLTA)
Westlaw Database Removals

10/01/07
Alabama Limitation of Actions and Notice Provisions (ALLIMACT)

10/05/07
Five NewsRoom databases
•  ETailing (ETAILING)
•  Foodweek (Australian) (FOODWEEKAUS)

•  International Market Insight Reports (INTMKTIR)
•  Retail (RETAIL)
•  Retailing (RETAILING)
10/09/07
Law of Zoning in Pennsylvania (PALOZ)

10/15/07

Two NewsRoom databases

•  Journal of Financial Planning (JFINPLAN)

•  Journal of Nutrition (JNUTRITION)

10/16/07

16 NewsRoom databases

•  BP Report (BPREP)

•  Computer Marketing and Distribution Report (COMMDR)

•  Computer Publishing and Advertising Report (COMPPUBADVREP)

•  Educational Marketer (EDMKTR)

•  Electronic Advertising and Marketplace Report (ELECADVMKTREP)

•  Electronic Education Report (EEDU)

•  Electronic Information Report (ELINFR)

•  Inside Media (INMED)

•  Interactive Advertising and Branding News (ELMKTPR)

•  International Publishing News (INTPOLSCIRABS)

•  Multimedia Business Report (MTMDBR)

•  Multimedia Computing and Presentations (MULTICOMPRES)

•  Multimedia Entertainment and Technology Report (MMEDETR)

•  TA Report (TAREPORT)

•  Technology Advertising and Branding Report (COMPPAR)

•  Yellow Pages and Directory Report (YPGDR)

10/18/07

10 NewsRoom databases
•  Commentary (COMMENTARY)

•  Drug Topics (DRGTOPICS)

•  FirstList: Companies Seeking Mergers and Acquisitions (FL-SA)

•  Lancet (Abstracts) (LANCET)

•  Looking for Financing: FirstList (LOOKFIN)

•  Ophthalmology Times (OPHTHLT)

•  Pharmaceutical Executive (PHARMEXEC)

•  Response TV (RSPNSTV)

•  Urology Times (UROLTIMES)

•  Work and Family Newsbrief (WFAMNB)
SEARCH TIP 

How can I search the Web without retrieving thousands of irrelevant links?
Q: I tried to search the Web for an authoritative guide to the Illinois Do Not Call Registry. My Web search got more than a million links, many of which were to editorials, personal weblogs, unrelated news items, and other sites of little use to me. Is there a more sensible way to search for these documents?

A: Use Westlaw WebPlus for a more manageable—and more focused—result. Authoritative sites selected by West editors typically appear at or near the top of your result. Moreover, you can restrict the result list to a particular subject, domain, or file format with two easy mouse-clicks.

Type illinois do not call registry in the text box at the tabbed Search the Web page or in the Search the Web text box in the left frame of the tabbed Westlaw page, then click Search or Go. To restrict your result to documents from government offices, such as the Illinois Attorney General and the Illinois Commerce Commission, click Domain at the top of the result list. Then click gov. 

Note: The initial beta release of Westlaw WebPlus is underway for law firm users randomly selected to participate. If you would like to be added to the beta test later this year, please contact Heather Walker, director of product management, Thomson Web, at 651-687-6342.

West Reference Materials
Read about, view, and order new reference materials.

Black’s Law Dictionary Digital Plus Technical Guide
11-page guide, published September 2007

Material #RM166215

 

View or download the PDF at 
http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=RM166215
Black’s Law Dictionary Digital Plus User Guide
17-page user guide, published October 2007

Material #RM166165

View or download the PDF at 
http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=RM166165 

 

Company Information Databases
13-page database list, revised September 2007

Material #RM161705

 

View or download the PDF at 
http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=RM161705 

 

Deal Proof User Guide for DOCS Open and ProLaw
78-page user guide, published October 2007

Material #RM165915

 

View or download the PDF at

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=RM165915 

 

Deal Proof User Guide for Hummingbird DM, Interwoven, and WORLDOX 
76-page user guide, published October 2007

Material #RM165925

 

View or download the PDF at

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=RM165925 
Elder Law Databases
13-page database list, published September 2007

Material #RM166545

 

View or download the PDF at 
http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=RM166545 

 

Estate Planning and Probate Databases
20-page database list, revised October 2007

Material #RM160495

 

View or download the PDF at 
http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=RM160495 

 

Getting Started with iComply®
Four-page quick reference guide, printed September 2007

Material #40670194

 

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40670194 

 

Government Contracts Databases
Eight-page database list, published October 2007

Material #RM166555

 

View or download the PDF at 
http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=RM166555
Health Law Databases
21-page database list, revised September 2007

Material #RM159965

 

View or download the PDF at 
http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=RM159965
Litigation Research Guide
58-page research guide, revised September 2007

Material #40655381

 

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40655381 

 

Municipal Law Databases
Nine-page database list, revised September 2007

Material #RM166375

 

View or download the PDF at 
http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=RM166375 

 

Researching Federal Statutes and Legislative Materials
24-page research guide, revised September 2007

Material #40670076

 

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40670076 

 

State and Federal Appellate Briefs
Eight-page quick reference guide, revised August 2007

Material #40659222

 

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40659222
 

Using iComply
16-page reference guide, printed September 2007

Material #40670193

 

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40670193 

 

Using Personal Injury Litigator
Two-page quick reference guide, published October 2007

Material #40685613

 

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40685613 

 

Using Westlaw
62-page research guide, revised September 2007

Material #40665222

 

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40665222 

 

Using Westlaw: Large Print Edition

168-page research guide, revised September 2007

Material #RM158545

 

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=RM158545 

 

Verdict and Settlement Databases
Four-page database list, revised September 2007

Material #RM159035

 

View or download the PDF at 
http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=RM159035 

 

Westlaw Elder Law Practitioner Research Guide
17-page research guide, published August 2007

Material #40643633

 

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40643633 

 

Search all available Westlaw reference materials

To search Westlaw reference materials by title, material number, or key word, go to http://west.thomson.com/store/UserGuideAdvSearch.aspx. 

 

