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LIBRARIAN RELATIONS 
SURVEYS gets bigger, more current
The 50 State Surveys database (SURVEYS) just keeps growing. 

First, several surveys have been added to the database, including Right to Die:  Durable Power of Attorney, Euthanasia, Living Wills; Stalking; and Illegal Drugs: Cocaine, and additional surveys are now being created. Second, more than 40 surveys have been updated, including surveys such as Medical Records, Civil Statutes of Limitation, Deceptive Trade Practices, and Theft of Identity. These surveys include content from National Survey of State Laws, 6th edition, and are current through June 1, 2007. 

Search example

Not only is SURVEYS essential for comparing the laws of many states, the database can also be a time-saving way to retrieve a quick summary of a single state’s laws governing a topic. Suppose you were just assigned your first medical malpractice case. Is there a fast way to determine your state’s statute of limitations, as well as any cap on noneconomic damages that your state may have?

Access the SURVEYS database and run a search such as non-economic /3 damages. Among the documents you retrieve is the Medical Malpractice–Tort Reform survey, which identifies the applicable statute of limitations (including caps on noneconomic damages) of each state.

The tabbed Subprime page: Research subprime issues without the runaround
The subprime mortgage mess is all over the news. You’d therefore think it would be easy to use Westlaw to find resources such as the governing law, legal analysis, litigation documents, and news articles pertaining to subprime lending. In fact, you’d think that anything having to do with the subject would be in one convenient spot.

And thanks to the new tabbed Subprime page, you’d be right.

For litigators and other professionals in the field, the Subprime page is a major time-saver. No longer do you have to scour the Westlaw Directory for relevant databases (few of which contain the words banking or subprime in the name). On the new Subprime page, a wide variety of essential materials—cases and court filings, banking statutes and regulations, summaries of federal and state mortgage lending laws, public records, analytical materials, and more—are gathered together in one place. 

In addition, the page offers instant access to the following:

· the table of contents of almost 100 major federal statutes and regulations

· more than 40 multistate statutory and regulatory surveys

· pages for searching several mortgage and banking publications simultaneously

· current federal and state banking compliance updates

· articles from Andrews’ Bank and Lender Liability Litigation Reporter and other current awareness materials

Select the Subprime page as you would any other tabbed page on Westlaw: Click Add/Remove Tabs at the top of any Westlaw page and click Subprime in the Topical section of the Manage Tabs page.

The future of Help

Q: I just clicked Help on Westlaw but I don’t see the familiar collection of drop-down lists. What happened?

A: In April 2008, the Help feature—on Westlaw, TWEN®, Westlaw Business, West CiteAdvisorsm, WestCheck®, and other West products—got a major overhaul. Now consistent throughout West products, the Help feature is more intuitive and user-friendly than ever before. 

Here are some of the changes you’ll notice immediately:

· Topical categories are displayed in a familiar “tree” format in the left frame. Click a topic name; a list of short articles within the topic is displayed in the right frame.

· Folders are displayed in the left frame for the West service (e.g., Westlaw) you are using. When using some West products, the West Research Assistance and West Technical Support knowledgebase folders are displayed as well.

· To search available knowledgebases or topical categories in the left frame using the Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search method, click Advanced Search at the top of the page. A search template is displayed in the right frame. 

· To print or download an article, determine when an article was last reviewed, or tell West whether the article solved your problem, click the Show Info icon in the upper-right corner of the article.

· To send feedback, click Feedback at the top of the page and type your comments in the text box provided. Provide your e-mail address, if desired. Then click Send.

The new Help also adds a reporting capability that makes it easier for West to tailor the Help feature and documentation to meet your needs.

WESTLAW CONTENT
Unclaimed property: Now it won’t go unnoticed

Unclaimed property (unpaid wages, dividends, refunds, or other personal property considered lost or abandoned after a specific period of time) can affect many areas of the law, including probate, tax, bankruptcy, and corporate acquisitions. Unclaimed property records can also reveal connections between specific companies and individuals. 

Unclaimed property records are now available on Westlaw from the following states: Alaska, California, Maine, Minnesota, Nevada, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Texas, West Virginia, and Wisconsin. To search unclaimed property records in all available states, access the Unclaimed Property Combined database (UNCLAIMED-ALL)*. You can also search unclaimed property records from an individual state using the database identifier UNCLAIMED-XX*, where XX is the state’s two-letter postal abbreviation. The user-friendly search template allows you to search by owner name (e.g., john smith; you don’t need to use connectors), street address, asset holder, asset type, and other criteria.

A record typically includes the name and known address of the property owner, a description and value of the property, and the name of the entity holding the property. (Caveat: Some property may be unclaimed because the address on file is incorrect.)

*Unavailable to law school subscribers.

KeyRules analysis now available for all U.S. bankruptcy courts 

As one bankruptcy expert notes, “The proliferation of local bankruptcy rules means that attorneys who intend to practice before certain courts must expend time and effort to learn the local rules or hire local counsel familiar with the local practice.” Mary Josephine Newborn Wiggins, Globalism, Parochialism, and Procedure: A Critical Assessment of Local Rulemaking in Bankruptcy Court, 46 S.C. L. Rev. 1245, 1246–1247 (1995).

But that was before July 8, 2008—the date KeyRules databases were released for the U.S. bankruptcy courts of all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 

Instead of hiring local counsel or spending hours in the library, you can simply have KeyRules condense everything you need to know for a common bankruptcy procedure into a single easy-to-read document. This document includes easy-to-read analysis of applicable national and local bankruptcy rules, filing details, timing considerations, and a checklist of tasks, as well as links to forms and to the full text of all cited rules.

To access the search template for a particular state, type keyrules-xx-bkr (where xx is a state’s two-letter postal abbreviation) in the Search for a database text box in the left frame. Select a court, document type, and procedure using the drop-down lists and check boxes. Then click Search Westlaw. 

Westlaw databases: recent releases, name changes, and removals
Westlaw Database Releases

06/16/08

Kentucky Divorce (KYDIVORCE)

A Thomson West practice manual. 

06/24/08

Constitutional Law of South Africa (CLOSA)

Treatise from the Centre for Human Rights at the University of Pretoria. 
Two public records databases for North Carolina

•  Divorce Records–North Carolina (DIVORCE-NC)*

•  Marriage Records–North Carolina (MARRIAGE-NC)*

06/25/08

Albany Government Law Review (ALBGLR)

Student-edited law review from the Albany Law School. 

DePaul Journal of Social Justice (DPLJSJ)

Journal from the DePaul University College of Law and the Center for Public Interest Law. 
Quick Reference to ERISA Compliance (QRERC)

Handbook from Aspen Publishers. 
06/26/08

Fragomen Business Alerts (FRAGALERTS)
Current awareness service covering business-related immigration developments. 

Unclaimed property public records

•  Unclaimed Property Combined (UNCLAIMED-ALL)
•  Unclaimed property records from 10 states—Alaska, California, Maine, Minnesota, Nevada, New Jersey, Ohio, Oklahoma, West Virginia, and Wisconsin—found in databases with the identifier UNCLAIMED-XX, where XX is a state’s two-letter postal abbreviation.   
Ten NewsRoom databases
•  AME Info–Banking (AMEIBANKING)

•  AME Info–Tourism and Hospitality (AMEITOURHOSP)

•  AME Info–Transport and Logistics (AMEITRNSPLOG)

•  Blairsville Dispatch (Pa.) (BLAIRSVLDISP)

•  Clovis Independent (Calif.) (CLOVISINDEP)

•  Gazeta Mercantil (Brazil)–Portuguese (GAZMERCBRAZ)

•  Lateline Business (LATELINEBUS)

•  Lawyer2B (LAWYER2B)

•  McDowell News (Marion, N.C.) (MCDOWELLN)

•  Resourcing (RESOURCING)

06/30/08

Oral argument and trial transcripts

•  State and Federal Oral Argument and Trial Transcripts Multibase (TRANSCRIPTS-ALL)*
•  State and Federal Oral Argument Transcripts Multibase (ORALARG-ALL)*

•  U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit Oral Argument Transcripts (CTA7-ORALARG)*

•  U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit Oral Argument Transcripts (CTA9-ORALARG)*

•  New York Oral Argument and Trial Transcripts Multibase (NY-TRNSCRPTS-ALL)*

•  New York Oral Argument Transcripts (NY-ORALARG)*
•  Texas Oral Argument and Trial Transcripts Multibase (TX-TRNSCRPTS-ALL)*
•  Texas Oral Argument Transcripts (TX-ORALARG)*
Unofficial transcripts derived from video or audio recordings of oral arguments. 
07/01/08

Entrepreneurial Business Law Journal (EBUSLJ)

Law student journal from the Moritz College of Law at Ohio State University. 

Electronic Discovery and Records Management Guide (EDRMG)
Guide from Thomson West. 
Generic Pharmaceutical Patent and FDA Law (GENPHARMA)
Practitioner’s guide from Thomson West. 

07/02/08
New York Motions in Limine (NYMOTLIM)

Practice guide from Thomson West. 

Securitization of Financial Assets (SFINA)

Treatise from Aspen Publishers. 
Unclaimed property public records

•  Unclaimed Property–New York (UNCLAIMED-NY)*

•  Unclaimed Property–Texas (UNCLAIMED-TX)*

07/03/08

Alabama Family Law (ALPRAC-FAM)

Treatise from Thomson West. 

Allocation of Losses in Complex Insurance Coverage Claims (ALCICC)

Handbook from West LegalWorks. 

07/08/08

CAT Claims: Insurance Coverage for Natural and Man-Made Disasters (CATCLAIMS)

Treatise from Thomson West. 
Drinking/Driving Trial Notebook (DDTRIALNB)
Handbook from Thomson West. 

KeyRules for bankruptcy courts

•  KeyRules Bankruptcy Combined (KEYRULES-BKR-ALL)
•  Jurisdiction-specific KeyRules databases for U.S. bankruptcy courts in each of the 50 states, plus the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico, are contained in databases with the identifier KEYRULES-XX-BKR, where XX is a jurisdiction’s two-letter postal abbreviation.   

KeyRules Federal Discovery Combined (KR-FED-DISC-ALL)

Combined KeyRules documents for the U.S. district courts, bankruptcy courts, and Court of Federal Claims. 

07/15/08

Six Tax Management portfolios from BNA

•  BNA TM EGT Portfolios: Fiduciary Duties of Nonprofit Directors and Officers (TMFEDPORT-488)
•  BNA TM EGT Portfolios: Immigration and Expatriation Law for the Estate Planner (TMFEDPORT-806)

•  BNA TM EGT Portfolios: Joint Ventures Involving Tax-Exempt Organizations (TMFEDPORT-478)

•  BNA TM EGT Portfolios: Managing Litigation Risks of Fiduciaries (TMFEDPORT-857)

•  BNA TM EGT Portfolios: Uniform Trust Code (TMFEDPORT-864)
•  BNA TM Foreign Income Portfolios: Business Operations in Russia (TMFEDPORT-981)
07/16/08

New Movers (NEWMOVERS)
U.S. consumer household data based primarily on new utility hookup records. 
07/22/08

McGill Health Law Publication (MCGHLP)
Full-text articles from the McGill Journal of Law and Health (formerly the McGill Health Law Publication). 
07/23/08

New York Driving While Intoxicated (NYDWI)

A volume in the New York Practice Library. 
*Unavailable to law school subscribers.

Westlaw Database Name and Identifier Changes

06/09/08

Old: 
New York Elder Law Practice (NYELDLAW)

New:
New York Elder Law and Special Needs Practice (NYELDLAW)
06/26/08

Old: 
DePaul-LCA Journal of Art and Entertainment Law (DPLJAEL)

New:
DePaul Journal of Art, Technology, and Intellectual Property Law (DPLJATIP)
06/30/08

Old: 
Austrian Business Digest (AUSTRNBUSDIG)
New:
ADP Austria News (AUSTRNBUSDIG)
Old: 
Belgian Business Digest (BELGIANBDIG)
New:
ADP Belgium News (BELGIANBDIG)
Old: 
China News Digest (CHINADIGEST)
New:
ADP China News (CHINADIGEST)
07/03/08

Old: 
BNA IRS Practice Adviser Portfolios: Criminal (TMIRS-500)
New:
BNA IRS Practice Adviser Portfolios: [Reserved] (TMIRS-500)
Old: 
BNA IRS Practice Adviser Portfolios: Litigation (TMIRS-1100)
New:
BNA IRS Practice Adviser Portfolios: Tax Litigation (TMIRS-1100)
07/08/08

Old: 
National Legal Center for the Public Interest (NLCPI)

New:
AEI Legal Center for the Public Interest (AEILCPI)
Old: 
KeyRules Discovery–All (KR-DISC-ALL)

New:
KeyRules Discovery–All–Federal and State Courts Combined (KR-DSCVRY-ALL)
Old: 
KeyRules Discovery–[Individual State]–U.S. District Court and State Courts Combined (KR-XX-DISC-ALL) (XX=CA, FL, IL, MI, MO, OH, PA, TX, VA, or WA)
New:
KeyRules Discovery–[Individual State]–Federal and State Courts Combined (KR-XX-DSCVRY-ALL) 
Old: 
KeyRules Discovery–[Individual State]–[ State Court] (KR-XX-DISC) (XX=CA, FL, IL, MI, MO, OH, PA, TX, VA, or WA)

New:
KeyRules Discovery–[Individual State]–[Selected State Court] (KR-XX-DSCVRY) 

Old: 
KeyRules Discovery–[Individual State]–U.S. District Court (KR-XX-DCT-DISC)
New:
KeyRules Discovery–[Individual State]–Federal (KR-XX-FED-DSCVRY) 

Old: 
KeyRules Discovery–U.S. Court of Federal Claims (KR-FEDCL-DISC)

New:
KeyRules Discovery–U.S. Court of Federal Claims (KR-FEDCL-DSCVRY) 

Old: 
Dutch News Digest (DUTCHND)
New:
ADP Netherlands News (DUTCHND)
Old: 
French Business Digest (FRENCHBUSDIG)
New:
ADP France News (FRENCHBUSDIG)
Old: 
German Business Digest (GERMANBUSDIG)
New:
ADP Germany News (GERMANBUSDIG)
Old: 
Italian Business Digest (ITALBUSDIG)
New:
ADP Italy News (ITALBUSDIG)
Old: 
Latin American News Digest (LAND)
New:
ADP Latin America News (LAND)
Old: 
Middle East Business Digest (MIDLEEBUSDIG)
New:
ADP Middle East and Africa News (MIDLEEBUSDIG) 
07/09/08

Old: 
Balkans Business Digest (BALKANSBUS)
New:
ADP Southeast Europe News (BALKANSBUS)
Old: 
Nordic Business Digest (NORDICBUSDIG)
New:
ADP Nordic News (NORDICBUSDIG)

Old: 
Portuguese Business Digest (PORTGUBUSDIG)
New:
ADP Portugal News (PORTGUBUSDIG)
07/10/08

Old: 
Spanish Business Digest (SPANISHBUSDIG)
New:
ADP Spain News (SPANISHBUSDIG)
Old: 
Swiss Business Digest (SWISSBUSDIG)
New:
ADP Switzerland News (SWISSBUSDIG)

07/17/08

Old: 
Wisconsin Women's Law Journal (WIWLJ)
New:
Wisconsin Journal of Law, Gender and Society (WIJLGS)

07/22/08

Old: 
BNA IRS Practice Adviser Portfolios: [Reserved] (TMIRS-500)
New:
BNA IRS Practice Adviser (Analysis): [Reserved] (TMIRS-500)
Old: 
BNA IRS Practice Adviser Portfolios: Tax Litigation (TMIRS-1100)
New:
BNA IRS Practice Adviser (Analysis): Tax Litigation (TMIRS-1100)
Westlaw Database Removals

06/09/08

Business of E-Learning (BUSELEARN)

National Geographic (NATLGEOG)

National Geographic Adventure (NATLGEOADV)

National Geographic en Espanol (NATLGEOESPANL)

National Geographic Explorer (NATLGEOEXP)

National Geographic Kids (NATGEOKIDS)

National Geographic Kids (NATGEOWLD)

National Geographic Traveler (NATGEOTRAV)

06/12/08

Institutional Investor (INSTINVA)

Journal of Hand Surgery (JNLHS)

06/25/08

Applied Economics (APPLECON)

Journal of Intercultural Studies (JNLICS)

Journal of Sports Sciences (JSPORTSCI)

Journal of the American Planning Association (JAMPLNASN)

Lindey on Entertainment, Publishing, and the Arts (LINDEY)

Planning (PLNGNETH)

Women’s Studies International Forum (WMNSTINF)

06/26/08

Hispanic (HISPANIC)

06/27/08

India in New York (INDIANY)

Lisle Sun (LISLESUN)

Nation (Canada) (NATIONCAN)

New Zealand Truth and TV Extra (New Zealand) (NZTRUTHTV)

Wisconsin Civil Practice Forms–Construction Law (WI-CSTRCIVPRAC)

06/30/08

People Finder–Name and Address Tracker (PEOPLE-ADDR)

People Finder Social Security Number Tracker (PEOPLE-SSN)

07/02/08

Canadian Facts and Motions Multibase (CAN-FACTMO)

Factum Gallery (CAN-FACT)

Motions Gallery (CAN-MOTION)

Pleadings Gallery (CAN-PLEAD)

07/03/08

Baltic Business Daily News (BALTICBUSDN)

Baltic Daily News (BALTICDN)

07/10/08

College Planning and Management (COLLEGEPLANMGMT)

Concrete (CONCRETE)

RUSI Journal (RUSIJ)

Sea Power (SEAPOWER)

World Policy Journal (WPJO)
SEARCH TIP 

How does a particular foreign country approach a media-related issue? 
Q: One of our clients plans to run advertisements in China and wants to know what types of legal obstacles he might face. Another client wants to make a film in Israel but is concerned the film may offend certain groups. Is there a way to determine the legal risks of conducting media business in particular foreign countries?

A: One fast way is to use the Media, Advertising, and Entertainment Law Throughout the World database (MEDIAWORLD), recently released on Westlaw. MEDIAWORLD contains easy-to-read summaries of all aspects of media law (including defamation, where applicable) in more than 30 countries. Each chapter is country-specific, so you can quickly retrieve a summary of the defamation law of a specific country (e.g., China or Israel) by using the Table of Contents service. In the alternative, you can search MEDIAWORLD using the Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search method. 

West Reference Materials
Read about, view, and order new reference materials.

Using West BriefTools® with Local Documents
Two-page quick reference guide, revised June 2008

Material #40765471 

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6793-5/40765471/productdetail.aspx
Using West CiteAdvisor
Two-page quick reference guide, revised June 2008

Material #40769423 

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6800-5/40769423/productdetail.aspx 

 

West BriefTools: BriefTools with Local Documents User Manual 

29-page user manual, revised June 2008

Material #40765400 

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6801-5/40765400/productdetail.aspx
WestCheck 4.56/WestCiteLink® 3.08 Software Packet (revised June 2008, replaces Material #40533187)

This software packet contains the WestCheck 4.56 and WestCiteLink 3.08 for Windows CD-ROM, the WestCheck 4.56 installation and user manual, and the WestCiteLink 3.08 quick reference guide.

Material #40739972

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6784-5/40739972/productdetail.aspx

  

Westlaw Guide for Paralegals 

56-page research guide, revised June 2008

Material #40758539

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6783-5/40758539/productdetail.aspx
 

 

Search all available Westlaw reference materials

To search Westlaw reference materials by title, material number, or key word, go to http://west.thomson.com/store/UserGuideAdvSearch.aspx. 

 

