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LIBRARIAN RELATIONS 
West eLearning Center: Free guidance on document drafting, experts, and Medical Litigator

Here’s a way to improve your staff’s Westlaw proficiency: Have them use the West eLearning Center (www.westelearning.com)—free of charge and at their convenience. The self-paced lessons cover many aspects of Westlaw research. They help your staff perform more efficient and cost-effective research during their Westlaw sessions.

As Westlaw has grown, so has the West eLearning Center. New material is available on the following topics: 

· Document Drafting: Three courses (two of them new) cover West BriefTools®, West CiteAdvisorsm, and Westlaw resources useful for drafting documents. 

· Researching Experts: Two courses (one of them new) cover Expert Investigation Reports and other Westlaw resources for researching experts. 

· Medical Litigator: Six courses (all new) cover all tabbed Westlaw pages related to Medical Litigator. 

West Key Number System: Evolution marches on

Approximately 100,000 judicial opinions are published each year in West’s federal and state reporters. These opinions and the points of law they discuss are then categorized in the West Key Number System, thereby becoming the “findable pieces of hard data” at the heart of American legal research. Robert C. Berring, Collapse of the Structure of the Legal Research Universe: The Imperative of Digital Information, 69 Wash. L. Rev. 9, 11 (1994). 

These opinions are “findable,” in part, due to changes in key number classifications to reflect evolving jurisprudence. Some of those changes occurred just recently, including the following:

· Criminal Law (West digest topic 110): Nearly 100 key numbers pertaining to ineffective assistance of counsel were added (there were only seven before), including numbers specific to particular evidentiary matters and sentencing. There are now 34 key numbers pertaining to the conduct of a criminal trial, e.g., those on publicity, gag orders, and courtroom security, and 51 key numbers pertaining to mistrial. Also greatly expanded is the treatment of right to counsel and the scope of review applicable in criminal appeals.
· Sentencing and Punishment (topic 350H): New key numbers were added to address sentencing guidelines issues now raised in light of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decisions in Apprendi v. New Jersey, 120 S.Ct. 2348 (2000), and United States v. Booker, 125 S.Ct. 738 (2005).

· Automobiles (topic 48A): New key numbers (namely, 48Ak349(5.1) through 48Ak349(5.3)) were added relating to missing or defective license plates and to failure to secure a child in a seat belt or child seat—common reasons for automobile stops by the police. 

· Innkeepers (topic 213): Key numbers were added in light of litigation related to attacks on hotel guests and of the increased tendency of lodging establishments of all types (not just “resorts” in the traditional sense) to provide diverse recreational and exercise facilities for guests.

In addition, West attorney-editors have completed the reclassification of more than 500,000 headnotes.

WESTLAW CONTENT
Big day for background research: Even more McClatchy-Tribune newspapers available!

So your firm’s big client is not in the New York Times. He might still be in the news.

When you’re searching for every scrap of information available about a particular individual, local and regional newspapers are essential. Obituaries, personal announcements, and other news items deemed too minor for coverage in large news publications can be great sources of information about clients, parties, witnesses, and companies. 

That’s why the recent release of 45 regional newspapers provided by McClatchy-Tribune Information Services (MCT) is such a big deal. MCT is a national news provider with strong local and regional news coverage. Complete with WestClip® availability, indexing, and the ability to specify term frequency and search only headlines and lead paragraphs, MCT sources make your background search on Westlaw more fruitful and cost-effective. 

Approximately 40 MCT newspapers were released on Westlaw earlier this year, with as many as 70 others expected in the near future.

WestCheck 4.56: New pinpoint citations save you time, eyestrain 

The QuoteRight feature of WestCheck 4.56 has a pinpoint citation feature that comes in handy if you need to track down the quotation on Westlaw or in a printed West reporter. In particular, a QuoteRight citation specifies the page number of the quotation (e.g., 446 F.3d 884, *888), not simply the beginning page number (e.g., 446 F.3d 884). 

We’re auditing a company’s IP assets. Where do I start?

Q: Our firm is doing an audit and valuation of a company’s intellectual property (IP) assets, and I want to make sure we pursue every sensible avenue of inquiry. Aren’t there checklists for this sort of thing?

A: Several such checklists are on Westlaw, including in the newly released Assets and Finance: Audits and Valuation of Intellectual Property, Internal Controls, Materiality, and Investment database (AFAVIP). Access AFAVIP and run a search such as ti,pr(check-list). (In the alternative, you can browse the contents of AFAVIP using the Table of Contents service.) Related topics in AFAVIP include IP due diligence project management, attorney conduct rules pertaining to IP due diligence, and considerations when analyzing audit results. 

Other sources on Westlaw for IP due diligence and valuation checklists include the Intellectual Property Due Diligence in Corporate Transactions (IPDD) and Due Diligence in Business Transactions (DUEDILIG) databases.

Westlaw databases: recent releases, name changes, and removals
Westlaw Database Releases

04/25/08

Canadian Lawyers Directory (LAW-DIR-ALL)

Expert Witness Directory (EXP-DIR-ALL)
Directories from Carswell’s Litigator service. 

05/12/08

North Dakota statutes—West and Michie versions now available

• North Dakota Century Code Annotated–West’s (ND-ST-ANN) and North Dakota Century Code Unannotated–West’s (ND-ST) contain content provided by West.

•  North Dakota Century Code Annotated–Michie (ND-STM-ANN) and North Dakota Century Code Unannotated–Michie (ND-STM) contain content provided by Michie.
• Historical statutes for 1991 through 2005 are contained in databases with the identifier ND-STMANNYY, where YY is the last two digits of a year (e.g., ND-STMANN05).

• A new index to North Dakota statutes is contained in West’s North Dakota Century Code Annotated General Index (ND-ST-IDX).

05/20/08

All Expert Witness Curricula Vitae and Resumes–Combined (EXPERTSCV-ALL)

Combines documents from the following databases: ALM Expert Witness Curricula Vitae and Resumes (ALM-EXPERTSCV), West’s Expert Witness Curricula Vitae/Resumes (EXPERTS-CV), and Expert Witness Resumes (EXPTRESUME). 

05/22/08

California Trial Transcripts Multibase (CA-TRIALTRNS-ALL)*

Selected transcripts from state and federal trial courts in California.

New York Trial Transcripts Multibase (NY-TRIALTRNS-ALL)*

Selected transcripts from the Supreme Court of New York and federal district courts in New York. 

Practice Under the Federal Sentencing Guidelines (PRFSG)

Treatise from Aspen Publishers. 

59 NewsRoom™ databases
45 additional local and regional newspapers, such as the following:

•  Anniston Star (Ala.) (ANNISTONSTAR)

•  Hickory Daily Record (N.C.) (HICKORYDLYR)

•  New Castle News (Pa.) (NEWCASTLEN)

•  Star Beacon (Ashtabula, Ohio) (STARBEACON)

Eight trade publications from the United Kingdom; three databases with English-language abstracts of South American publications; Gannett News Service (GANNETTNS); Japan Times (JAPANTIMES); and Pipeline and Gas Technology (PIPEGASTECH). 

Assets and Finance: Audits and Valuation of Intellectual Property, Internal Controls, Materiality, and Investment (AFAVIP)
Treatise from Thomson West. 

05/23/08

Ohio Motions in Limine (OHMIL)

05/28/08

Michigan Law Review First Impressions (MILRFI)
An online companion to the Michigan Law Review. 

05/29/08

Archbold News (UKARCHNEWS)

Monthly newsletter from Sweet & Maxwell covering U.K. criminal law. 

Civil Procedure News (CPN)

Monthly newsletter from Sweet & Maxwell covering U.K. civil procedure. 

05/30/08

Insurance Activities of Banks (INSBK)
Guide from Aspen Publishers. 

06/04/08

LaFrance's Copyright Law in a Nutshell (COPYLAW-NS)*

06/09/08

Dockets–Ohio–Clark County (DOCK-OH-CLARK)

06/10/08

Law of Title Insurance (LTINS)
Handbook from Aspen Publishers. 

06/12/08

Preparing Orthopedic Disability Cases (PORDC)
Guide from Aspen Publishers. 

06/17/08

Soma and Rynerson’s Privacy Law in a Nutshell (PRIVLAW-NS)*

06/18/08

Tennessee Practice Series: Elements of an Action (TNPRAC-EA)

*Unavailable to law school subscribers.

Westlaw Database Name and Identifier Changes

05/09/08

Old: 
Daily Southtown (Chicago, IL) (DLYSOUTHTOWN)

New:
SouthtownStar (Chicago, IL) (DLYSOUTHTOWN)

Old: 
FDCH Entertainment Transcripts (FDCHENTTRPTS)

New:
Voxant Entertainment Transcripts (FDCHENTTRPTS)

Old: 
Milton Champion (MILTON)

New:
Milton Canadian Champion (MILTON)

05/12/08

Old: 
FDCH Business Transcripts (FDCHBUSTRPTS)

New:
Voxant Business Transcripts (FDCHBUSTRPTS)

Old: 
FDCH Capital Transcripts (FDCHCAPTRPTS)

New:
CQ Capital Transcripts (FDCHCAPTRPTS)

Old: 
FDCH Health and Wellness Transcripts (FDCHHLTHWELL)

New:
Voxant Health and Wellness Transcripts (FDCHHLTHWELL)

05/13/08

Old: 
FDCH CBS Newswire (FDCHCBSNWIRE)

New:
Voxant CBS Newswire (FDCHCBSNWIRE)

05/23/08

Old: 
Kirchman Manual (KIRCHMANL)

New:
Metavante Regulatory Services Compliance Manual (META-RSCMAN)

05/28/08

Old: 
Journal of Juvenile Law (JJUVL)

New:
University of La Verne Law Review (ULVLR)

06/10/08

Old: 
Gaming Law Review (GAMLR)

New:
Gaming Law Review and Economics (GAMLRE)

Westlaw Database Removals

05/09/08

Six NewsRoom databases

• Chicago Tribune (KRTBN) (KRT-CHITRIB)—full-text documents remain available in CHICAGOTR

• Daily Press (KRTBN) (VA) (KRT-DLYPRESSVA)—full-text documents remain available in DAILYPRESSVA

• Hartford Courant (KRTBN) (HRTFCNT)—full-text documents remain available in HARTFORDCRNT

• Orlando Sentinel (KRTBN) (FL) (KRT-ORLSENTL)—full-text documents remain available in ORLANDOSENT

• South Florida Sun-Sentinel (KRTBN) (SUNSENT)—full-text documents remain available in SFLSUN-SENT

• Stamford Advocate (KRTBN) (STAMFORDADV)—full-text documents remain available in ADVOCATE-CT

05/13/08

Communities (COMMUNITIES)

05/15/08

Voter Registration Information–Wyoming (VOTERS-WY)

05/23/08

Public Administration Review (PUAR)

05/30/08

Lloyd’s List International (LLOYDSLI)

SEARCH TIP 

How do I copy a portion of my result list?
Q: Is there a way to use the Copy with Reference feature for a results list? I’d like to print a few of the items on my list for later use—but not entire documents or the entire list.

A: To print only a portion of a result list, you don’t need Copy with Reference. Instead, select the check box next to each entry on the list that you want printed. Click the Print icon. The Print dialog box is displayed. Select Result List (Selected), and click Print. You retrieve a printed copy of the result list entries you selected—exactly as they appear in the result list.

You can also use this method to e-mail, download, fax, or save this selected list.

West Reference Materials
Read about, view, and order new reference materials.

Medical Litigator on Westlaw
19-page guide, revised May 2008

Material #40754801

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40754801
Using Westlaw in LawDesk® 5.8 

Four-page quick reference guide, revised May 2008

Material #40760677

 

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40760677
 

 

WestCheck–Installing and Using WestCheck–Version 4.56
84-page installation and user guide, revised April 2008

Material #40739977

 

http://west.thomson.com/store/product.aspx?product_id=40739977
Search all available Westlaw reference materials

To search Westlaw reference materials by title, material number, or key word, go to http://west.thomson.com/store/UserGuideAdvSearch.aspx. 

 

