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LIBRARIAN RELATIONS 
For patent attorneys: the essential back story

For lawyers prosecuting or litigating patents, patent file history (as reflected in the file wrapper) is a vital part of research. “Statements and amendments reflected in the file wrapper will not only help with interpretation of the meaning of the patent claims but will estop the patentee from later attempting to recapture a broader reading of his claims by arguing a contrary position under the ‘doctrine of equivalents.’” William C. Holmes, Intellectual Property and Antitrust Law, § 1:6 (2008).

Unfortunately, it can be extremely time-consuming to retrieve a copy of the file history, review all pertinent communications, and identify when and why various claims were revised, merged, amended, or dropped.

Relief has arrived.

By using the newly released U.S. Patent File Histories database (US-PAT-HISTORY), you can instantly retrieve the largest online portfolio of U.S. patent file histories available anywhere, including related office actions, correspondence, and exhibits. Patent file histories are available for selected U.S. patents, with an emphasis on patents that are commonly requested or litigated. Documents are exact PDF images, with all handwritten comments and time stamps intact. 

For added convenience, links to US-PAT-HISTORY documents are displayed in documents from the U.S. Patents Full-Text (US-PAT) and United States Patent Applications (US-PAT-APP) databases, where available. 

Search example

For instance, suppose you are viewing U.S. Patent No. 6,237,565. You can click View Patent File Wrapper at the top of the document or on the Links tab. PDF links are displayed for such materials as the file wrapper jacket, a rejection notice from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, and an amendment subsequently filed by the applicant. 

US-PAT-HISTORY is part of Westlaw Patents, a suite of patent research tools and features that include a claims version comparator, and graphical views of claims histories and patent families. 

West Case Notebook and West LiveNote: Version 1.1 is here! 

If your firm uses West Case Notebook and West LiveNote, then we have some good news: Version 1.1 is now available. This new version brings you the following enhancements: 

· Remote access: Access West Case Notebook and West LiveNote remotely through Microsoft Terminal Services or Citrix.  
· Transcript printing with annotations: Print annotation notes in the footer of transcripts and view multiple annotations for the same text at the same time.

· Batch importing: Import multiple documents at once with a simple CTRL or Shift + Click selection. 

· RealLegal Binder® import: Use a new wizard to import RealLegal Binder cases into West Case Notebook and West LiveNote. 

· Key facts enhancements: Input start and end dates and times with ease. 
With West Case Notebook, all essential case information is at your fingertips. It builds upon LiveNote technology to integrate everything, from Westlaw research to automatic document indexing, key facts, annotations, searching, and all of the functionality of LiveNote.  
WESTLAW CONTENT
PATCLAIM: Tiptoeing through the patent claim minefield?

“The specification and claims of a patent, particularly if the invention be at all complicated, constitute one of the most difficult legal instruments to draw with accuracy,” wrote the U.S. Supreme Court more than a century ago. “[I]n view of the fact that valuable inventions are often placed in the hands of inexperienced persons to prepare such specifications and claims, it is no matter of surprise that the latter frequently fail to describe with requisite certainty the exact invention of the patentee.” Topliff v. Topliff, 12 S. Ct. 825, 831 (1892).

But what if that inexperienced person works in your organization?

In that event, he or she can reach for a resource such as Patent Claims, Third Edition, patent practitioner (and former patent examiner) Ernest Lipscomb’s exhaustive treatise covering the requirements, drafting, construction, and expansion of patent claims. The treatise includes discussion of many issues specific to particular types of claims, such as composition-of-matter claims and claims for new chemical compounds. The full text of this publication is contained in the newly released Patent Claims database (PATCLAIM) on Westlaw. Sections are brief and easy to read, and most contain links to cited authorities and to the West Key Number Digest (Custom Digest). Use the Table of Contents service to browse the contents and view relevant sections by clicking section names. 

ABA-SANCT: A nonfrivolous look at Rule 11

Some have compared law practice under Rule 11 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure to “negotiating a minefield” or “playing a game of Russian roulette.” Cary J. Coglianese, Insuring Rule 11 Sanctions, 88 Mich. L. Rev. 344, 347 (1989). Metaphors aside, a solid understanding of Rule 11—including related procedures and controlling jurisprudence—is a matter of survival for those practicing in federal court.

Enter the Rule 11 Sanctions database (ABA-SANCT), recently released on Westlaw. ABA-SANCT contains the full text of Rule 11 Sanctions, an American Bar Association publication written by Rule 11 expert Georgine M. Vairo. This exhaustive publication covers all aspects of Rule 11, including court interpretations of reasonable inquiry, the history of and amendments to Rule 11, district court and appellate procedures, and types of sanctions available. It also features a circuit-by-circuit comparison of Rule 11 approaches. Sections contain many footnotes, with links to the full text of cited sources.

An easy way to browse the contents of ABA-SANCT is to use the Table of Contents service. You can also search ABA-SANCT using the Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search method. 

PRES-OBAMA database: Your connection to the White House 
Released in early February, the Obama Presidential Documents database (PRES-OBAMA) contains a variety of documents relating to, or issued by, the Obama White House or the Office of the President of the United States. The initial release of PRES-OBAMA contains President Obama’s inaugural address, executive orders, and other recent statements by the president-elect or president issued since Nov. 4, 2008. Bill text, regulations, laws, and other documents reflecting Obama administration policies will be released in the coming months. 

SMA-ARBAWARDS: For the maritime practitioner, more bang for the buck

Out-of-court Society of Maritime Arbitrators (SMA) arbitration awards—with SMA indexing—are now available in the Society of Maritime Arbitrators Awards database (SMA-ARBAWARDS) on Westlaw, beginning with 1970. SMA-ARBAWARDS will be maritime practitioners’ preferred method for accessing SMA award documents, thanks to the following features:

· integrated linking to cited cases and other documents

· SMA indexing, where available, ensuring that your search doesn’t miss relevant documents

· ResultsPlus® links to related materials

A link to SMA-ARBAWARDS is displayed on the tabbed Admiralty/Maritime page, a one-stop maritime research clearinghouse with instant access to American Maritime Cases, state and federal court filings, American and U.K. statutes and forms, Schoenbaum’s Admiralty and Maritime Law, and many other essential practice resources.

Note: To avoid confusion with related databases, the following changes have been made:

· The identifier for the Domke: Society of Maritime Arbitrators–Rules database has been changed from SMA-RULES to DOMSMA-RULES.

· The Society of Maritime Arbitrators, Inc.–All (SMA-ALL) and Society of Maritime Arbitrators, Inc.–Historical Rules (SMA-HRULES) databases have been removed; historical SMA rules can instead be found in appendix D of the Admiralty and Maritime Law database (ADMMARL).
Westlaw databases: recent releases, name changes, and removals
Westlaw Database Releases

01/21/09

Patent Claims (PATCLAIM)

Treatise from Thomson West. 
01/22/09

35 NewsRoom databases, including

•  ADP Poland News (ADPPOLNEWS)

•  AME Info–Technology (AMEITECH)

•  Evening Sun (Hanover, Pa.) (EVENINGSUN)

•  Lubbock Avalanche-Journal (Lubbock, Tex.) (LUBBOCKJ)

•  Midlothian Advertiser (U.K.) (MIDLOTHIAN)

•  Redlands Daily Facts (Redlands, Calif.) (REDLANDSDLY)

•  Sarke Economic Monitor (SARKEMONITOR)

•  Selby Times (U.K.) (SELBYTIMES)

01/23/09

Corporate Counsel’s Guide to Doing Business in Russia (CCGRUSSIA)

Guide from Thomson West. 

Bankruptcy cases

•  Federal Bankruptcy–Cases–Chapter 7 (FBKR-CS-C7)

•  Federal Bankruptcy–Cases–Chapter 11 (FBKR-CS-C11)

•  Federal Bankruptcy–Cases–Chapter 13 (FBKR-CS-C13)

•  Federal Bankruptcy–Cases–Miscellaneous Chapters (FBKR-CS-OC)

Bankruptcy court documents

•  Bankruptcy–Court Documents–Chapter 7 (BKR-CTDOCS-C7)

•  Bankruptcy–Court Documents–Chapter 11 (BKR-CTDOCS-C11)

•  Bankruptcy–Court Documents–Chapter 13 (BKR-CTDOCS-C13)

•  Bankruptcy–Court Documents–Miscellaneous Chapters (BKR-CTDOCS-OC)

Bankruptcy Treatises Combined (BKR-TRLR-ALL)

Combined bankruptcy-related treatises, law reviews, and practice materials.   

Federal Bankruptcy Rules and Rules Updates Orders (FBKR-RULES-ALL)

01/26/09

Bankruptcy News All (BKR-NEWS-ALL)

Combined bankruptcy-related articles from newspapers, magazines, and business publications. 
Bankruptcy statutes and regulations

•  Federal Bankruptcy–U.S. Code Annotated–Chapter 7 (FBKR-USCA-C7)

•  Federal Bankruptcy–U.S. Code Annotated–Chapter 11 (FBKR-USCA-C11)

•  Federal Bankruptcy–U.S. Code Annotated–Chapter 13 (FBKR-USCA-C13)

•  Federal Bankruptcy–U.S. Code Annotated–Miscellaneous Chapters (FBKR-USCA-OC)

•  Federal Bankruptcy–Final, Temporary, and Proposed Regulations–Chapter 7 (FBKR-REG-C7)

•  Federal Bankruptcy–Final, Temporary, and Proposed Regulations–Chapter 11 (FBKR-REG-C11)

•  Federal Bankruptcy–Final, Temporary, and Proposed Regulations–Chapter 13 (FBKR-REG-C13)

•  Federal Bankruptcy–Final, Temporary, and Proposed Regulations– Miscellaneous Chapters (FBKR-REG-OC)

01/27/09

Connecticut Practice Series: Workers' Compensation (CTPRAC-WC)

Treatise from Thomson West. 
Copyright Throughout the World (COPYWORLD)

Treatise from Thomson West. 
Society of Maritime Arbitrators Awards (SMA-ARBAWARDS)

Arbitration awards published by the Society of Maritime Arbitrators Awards Service. 

Two new BNA Corporate Practice Portfolios

•  BNA Corporate Practice Portfolios: Executive Employment Agreements (BNACPS-EEA)

•  BNA Corporate Practice Portfolios: Reductions in Force (BNACPS-RIF)

01/30/09

State legislative history multibases

These databases were created for Westlaw Compliance AdvisorSM, but will also be available on Westlaw.

•  Governors’ Messages (ST-LH-MSG)

•  State Amendment Text (STATE-LH-AMD)

•  State Committee Reports (STATE-LH-RPTS)

•  State Fiscal Notes (STATE-LH-FN)

02/02/09

The Rutter Group–Practice Guide: Elder Abuse Litigation (TRG-EALIT)

Text of Elder Abuse Litigation from The Rutter Group Civil Litigation Series.  

02/03/09

Darrow’s The Bar Exam in a Nutshell (BAREXAM-NS)
Rule 11 Sanctions (ABA-SANCT)

Treatise from the Center for Professional Responsibility and the American Bar Association (ABA) Tort Trial and Insurance Practice Section.  

Rustad’s Internet Law in a Nutshell (INTERNET-NS)

02/04/09

Missouri Practice Series: Missouri Summary Judgment and Related Termination Motions (MOPRAC-MT)

Treatise from Thomson West. 

SEC Enforcement Manual (FSEC-ENFMAN)

Text of the Enforcement Manual from the Securities and Exchange Commission Division of Enforcement.  

02/05/09

Obama Presidential Documents (PRES-OBAMA)

Documents released by the White House or Office of the President.  

02/10/09

The Rutter Group–Civil Practice Guide: California Motions in Limine (TRG-CAMIL)

02/11/09
Competition Law: European Community Practice and Procedure (CLECPP)

Text from Sweet & Maxwell. 
Congressional Bills–110th Congress (CONG-BILLTXT110)

Text of bills and resolutions introduced in the 110th Congress (2007–2008).  

02/13/09

Multistate Labor Relations Administrative Decisions (MLB-ADMIN) 

Combined database containing public employment relations decisions. The multibase contains:

•  Alaska Labor Relations Administrative Decisions (AKLB-ADMIN)

•  District of Columbia Public Employee Relations Board Decisions (DCLB-ADMIN)

•  Hawaii Labor Relations Board Decisions (HILB-ADMIN)

•  Iowa Public Employment Relations Board Decisions (IALB-ADMIN)

•  Kansas Public Employee Relations Board Decisions (KSLB-ADMIN)

•  Kentucky Personnel Board Decisions (KYLB-ADMIN)

•  Maryland Labor Relations Decisions (MDLB-ADMIN)

•  Massachusetts Labor Relations Commission Decisions (MALB-ADMIN)

•  Minnesota Bureau of Mediation Services Decisions (MNLB-ADMIN)

•  Missouri Labor and Industrial Relations Commission Decisions (MOLB-ADMIN)

•  Montana Labor Standards Bureau and Board of Personnel Appeals (MTLB-ADMIN)

•  Nebraska Commission of Industrial Relations Decisions (NELB-ADMIN)

•  New Hampshire Public Employee Relations Board Decisions (NHLB-ADMIN)

•  New Mexico Public Employee Labor Relations Board Decisions (NMLB-ADMIN)

•  Nevada Local Government Employee-Management Relations Board Decisions (NVLB-ADMIN)

•  Oklahoma Public Employees Relations Board Decisions (OKLB-ADMIN)

•  Oregon Employment Relations Board Decisions (ORLB-ADMIN)

02/17/09

Annotations to Surplus Lines Statutes (ABA-ASLS)

Guide from the ABA Excess, Surplus Lines, and Reinsurance Committee.  

Carry Concealed Weapons Permits–Tennessee (CCW-TN)

Construction Accident Law (ABA-CONALAW)

Guide to legal liability and insurance claims from the ABA Forum on the Construction Industry.  

02/18/09

Four guides from the ABA

•  Case Dismissed! (ABA-CASEDIS). Guide to training for the prevention of harassment in the workplace.

•  Complete Guide to the ERISA Bonding Requirement (ABA-ERISABR)

•  The Construction Project: Phases People Terms Paperwork Processes (ABA-CONPR). Overview of the construction project.

•  Fundamentals of Employment Law  (ABA-FEMPL)

02/19/09

Federal Intellectual Property–Decisions All (FIP-DECISIONS)

Database combining federal court decisions related to intellectual property and administrative decisions of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.  

Spousal Support Advisory Guidelines (SSAG-COM)

Draft advisory guidelines for determining the amount and duration of spousal support under Canada’s Divorce Act. 

Texas Law Review See Also (TXLRSA)

Text of See Also, an online companion to the Texas Law Review.  
02/20/09

Governors’ Veto Messages (STATE-LH-VETO)

Governors’ veto messages pertaining to bills passed by state legislatures. 
State Legislative History–Historical (STATE-LEGHIST)

Historical documents related to the legislative history of bills passed by the legislatures in selected states.  
02/23/09

Markman Orders (MARKMAN-ORDERS)
Orders related to Markman hearings relevant to patent litigation in federal district courts. 

Westlaw Database Name and Identifier Changes

01/09/09

Old: 
New York Administrative Code (NYCRR–Official) (NY-CRR)
New: 
New York Administrative Code (NYCRR) (NY-CRR)

01/27/09

Old: 
Society of Maritime Arbitrators, Inc.–Rules (SMA-RULES)
New: 
Domke: Society of Maritime Arbitrators–Rules (DOMSMA-RULES)
02/04/09

Old: 
District of Columbia Office of Adjudication and Hearings (DCOAH)
New: 
District of Columbia Office of Administrative Hearings (DCOAH)
02/17/09

Old: 
Civil Rights Trial Filings (CIV-FILING)
New: 
Civil Rights Trial Filings (CIVRTS-FILING)

Westlaw Database Removals

01/09/09
15 NewsRoom™ databases

•  Bestwire Service (BESTWIRESVC)

•  Columbia Journalism Review (COLJREV)

•  Contemporary Economic Policy (CEP)

•  Dynamic Chiropractic (DYNAMICCHIRO)

•  Ebony (EBONY)

•  Economic Geography (ECGEOGY)

•  Economic Inquiry (ECONINQ)

•  Fiscal Studies (FISCALSTUD)

•  Group (GROUP)

•  Indian Journal of Medical Research (INMEDRSCH)

•  International Migration Review: IMR (INTLMIGR)

•  Jet (JETMAG)

•  Journal of School Health (JSCHLTH)

•  Research Money (RESMONEY)

•  Studies in Science Education (STUDSCIEDUC)

01/13/09
Economic Service (ECONSERV)

Society of Maritime Arbitrators, Inc.–All (SMA-ALL)
Society of Maritime Arbitrators, Inc.–Historical Rules (SMA-HRULES)
01/27/09

American Family Physician (AFAMPHYS)
02/05/09
Animal Legal Reports Services newsletters 

•  Animal Legal Reports Services Combined (ALRS-ALL) 

•  ALRS Animal Welfare and Law Enforcement Professionals (ALRS-AWLEP) 

•  Animal Legal Reports Services Report for Legal Professionals (ALRS-LP) 

•  Animal Legal Reports Services Report for Veterinary Professionals (ALRS-VP) 

SEARCH TIP 

How can I find statistics on attorney salaries and hiring?

Q: My firm is gathering information for use in staffing and compensation planning. Does Westlaw contain any statistics on current attorney salaries and hiring?

A: You can use Westlaw to browse or search the newly released Hildebrandt 2008 Law Department Survey, Fifth Edition database (HILDEBRANDT2008). HILDEBRANDT2008 contains the 2008 version of the Hildebrandt Law Department Survey, a frequently cited source of legal spending, staffing, compensation, use of outside counsel, and other benchmarking data from corporate legal departments. Some of this data is broken down by staff level, class year, practice area, and other criteria. Documents are available as text and as PDF images. You can use the Table of Contents service to quickly browse the contents and retrieve sections by clicking section names. 

West Reference Materials
Read about, view, and order new reference materials.

Environmental Law Databases
25-page database list, revised January 2009

Material #RM164195

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6419-5/RM164195/productdetail.aspx
Global Searching on the Tabbed Bankruptcy Practitioner Page 

Two-page quick reference guide, published February 2009

Material #RM169155

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6915-5/RM169155/productdetail.aspx
 

Government Contracts Databases 

Eight-page database list, revised January 2009

Material #RM166555

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6655-5/RM166555/productdetail.aspx
Guide to Westlaw Compliance Advisor for Banking 

26-page guide, revised December 2008

Material #40821511

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6901-5/40821511/productdetail.aspx
 
Guide to Westlaw Compliance Advisor for Health Care
21-page guide, revised December 2008

Material #40821512

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6902-5/40821512/productdetail.aspx
 
Guide to Westlaw Compliance Advisor for Insurance
21-page guide, revised December 2008

Material #40821513

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6903-5/40821513/productdetail.aspx
 
Using Westlaw Compliance Advisor for Insurance
Four-page quick reference guide, revised December 2008

Material #40821516

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6907-5/40821516/productdetail.aspx
Using Westlaw Compliance Advisor for Banking 
Four-page quick reference guide, revised December 2008

Material #40821514

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6908-5/40821514/productdetail.aspx
 
Using Westlaw Compliance Advisor for Health Care 

Four-page quick reference guide, revised December 2008

Material #40821515

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6906-5/40821515/productdetail.aspx
 
Using Westlaw CourtExpress® to Retrieve Dockets 

Eight-page guide, revised December 2008

Material #40818871

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6899-5/40818871/productdetail.aspx
 
Using West’s Capitol WatchSM
Four-page quick reference guide, revised December 2008

Material #40824883

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6905-5/40824883/productdetail.aspx
 
West BriefTools®: BriefTools 2.0 User Manual
19-page user manual, published December 2008

Material #40792938

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6900-5/40792938/productdetail.aspx
 
West BriefTools: BriefTools with Local Documents 2.0 User Manual
26-page user manual, published December 2008

Material #40792939

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6909-5/40792939/productdetail.aspx
 
West Case Notebook User Guide: Version 1.0 and Version 1.1
69-page user guide, revised February 2009

Material #40849028

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6919-5/40849028/productdetail.aspx
West LiveNote Application Suite Installation Guide: Version 1.0 and Version 1.1 

34-page guide, revised February 2009

Material #RM168115

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6811-5/RM168115/productdetail.aspx
 

West LiveNote User Guide: Version 1.0 and Version 1.1
53-page user guide, revised February 2009

Material #40849030

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6920-5/40849030/productdetail.aspx
 

West LiveNote/West Case Notebook Administration User Guide: Version 1.0 and Version 1.1
48-page user guide, revised February 2009

Material #40849141

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6921-5/40849141/productdetail.aspx
West LiveNote/West Case Notebook Quick Reference Guide: System Requirements and File Import Types 

Two-page quick reference guide, published December 2008

Material #RM168935

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6893-5/RM168935/productdetail.aspx
Search all available Westlaw reference materials

To search Westlaw reference materials by title, material number, or key word, go to http://west.thomson.com/store/AdvancedSearch.aspx. 

 

