West e-lert

Vol. 9, No. 1

January 2009

LIBRARIAN RELATIONS 
Dockets enhancements: It’s all about work flow

Dockets databases on Westlaw are growing steadily. And not just in quantity—the quality of the user experience is improving, too.

For example, recent enhancements to Westlaw court dockets and Docket Track improve can your work flow by enabling you to do the following:

· Update several dockets simultaneously. Select relevant documents in the result list and then click Update Selected Documents. The Docket Update Request page is displayed, which lists the documents you selected. Click Submit to update the documents and display the Docket Tools page, from which you can print, e-mail, or download the updated docket information.

· Monitor U.S. district court dockets up to four times per day. Additional settings are displayed at the Docket Track: New Developments in a Specific Case page, allowing you to have Docket Track check existing U.S. district court dockets as often as four times per day. To access Docket Track, click Alert Center at the top of any Westlaw page and then click Create in the Docket Alert section, or click Track this Docket at the top of a docket you are viewing.

EDGAR filings and stock quotes: the latest enhancements

Little changes can mean big improvements in the research experience. For example, recent enhancements to the EDGAR–SEC Filings database (EDGAR) and the Quotes Service can make your research more intuitive and precise:

· Expandable menus on EDGAR search template. Expandable menus of check boxes have replaced the scrollable Form/Filing Type, Act, and Exhibit drop-down lists on the EDGAR search template. As a result, it is now easier to search multiple document types simultaneously and restrict your search to filing types, securities acts, and exhibits with more specificity. In addition, a new date restriction feature allows you to specify a date or date range without having to use terms and connectors.

· Delisted stocks enhancements in Quotes Service. Since March 15, 2008, historical quotes for delisted stocks (i.e., stocks removed from an exchange voluntarily or involuntarily) have been available on Westlaw via the Quotes Service. Now a new Historical Stock Quote result from the Quotes Service is marked delisted (or similar term) if the stock is no longer traded. (Note: To retrieve historical stock quotes for delisted stock, you must search the Quotes Service by company name, not by ticker symbol.) In addition, the result more clearly distinguishes the date range you searched versus the dates the stock was available. 

Westlaw Compliance Advisor: Have you tried Navigator’s new search feature?

When you need an easy and intuitive way to retrieve laws and regulations governing banking, insurance, or health care, just click the Navigator tab on Westlaw Compliance Advisor. You can retrieve relevant documents simply by clicking the name of a topic. 

And if you’re not confident you spotted all relevant topics? Try the newly released Navigator search feature—the enhancement most requested by Westlaw Compliance Advisor users. This new feature lets you search the more than 15,000 Navigator topics and subtopics in the Banking, Health Care, and Insurance products. (Note: When you use the Navigator search feature, you search only for the topic and subtopic headings supplied by West attorney-editors; you do not search the statutes and regulations themselves.) 

In addition, Navigator automatically adds synonyms and related legal terms to your search. For example, if you want to search Mortgage Banking topics related to prepayment penalties, type prepayment penalty in the Search Mortgage Banking Navigator text box and click Search. Navigator supplies terms such as prepay fee, consumer credit protection, and truth in lending act. As a result, you get comprehensive results without having to guess topic names or governmental naming conventions.

WESTLAW CONTENT
Rise of American Law: landmark authorities at your fingertips 
Did you know that one of today’s respected authorities on pleading is Charles Clark’s 1928 Handbook of the Law of Code Pleading, cited in at least 40 law review articles in the last decade? Or that the 1891 edition of Black’s Law Dictionary has been cited in at least six published federal and state cases since 2000 (as recently as December 2008)? 

They may be old, but they’re hardly past their prime. Many of the law library’s oldest publications are still essential sources of authority, analysis, and legal history. 

That’s why Rise of American Law (ROAL), a collection of a wide range of time-honored legal titles newly released on Westlaw and DVD, is such a major addition to online research. This collection contains treatises, dictionaries, practice guides, and other materials published by West and other publishers that have aligned with West over the years, including Lawyers Coop, Bancroft-Whitney, Banks-Baldwin, Clark Boardman Callaghan, and Witkin. The collection consists of materials published between 1843 and 1970, largely from the first half of the 20th century. More than 400 titles—with almost 1,700 volumes and over 1.5 million pages—are included.

With the field of historical legal research becoming a hot specialty in academia, ROAL is tailored to the needs of anyone wanting to research law from the 19th and 20th centuries. Beyond law schools, ROAL should appeal to any research institution, including courts and law firms. 

ROAL includes the first editions of American Jurisprudence, Corpus Juris, Lawyers’ Reports Annotated (the predecessor to American Law Reports), California Jurisprudence, and New York Jurisprudence—resources previously unavailable electronically. In addition, the collection features such seminal treatises as Pound’s Jurisprudence, Williston on Sales, and Pomeroy’s Equity and Jurisprudence. Ninety percent of ROAL content has never before been available electronically. 

A Westlaw subscription allows you to access the content in HTML or through PDF images you can access via Westlaw. (ROAL documents on the DVD are available in PDF format only.) Full Westlaw searching is available for each publication, with links to cited cases and secondary materials provided, where available. You can search all ROAL databases simultaneously in the Rise of American Law–Multibase (ROAL-ALL) or in a database devoted to an individual publication type, e.g., Rise of American Law–Practice Guides (ROAL-PRACGD). The Table of Contents service is available for browsing the contents of any ROAL database.

For more information, contact your West librarian relations manager or your West account manager.
ABA-ERISASUB: when the insurer comes knocking

Before the ink is dry on a personal injury settlement, your firm may find itself facing another dispute: an insurer’s subrogation claim under the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (ERISA). “The average practitioner may be forced to deal with ERISA on subrogation claims despite the fact that his or her practice has nothing to do with ERISA,” writes longtime ERISA practitioner Robert Hoskins. Robert E. Hoskins, Subrogation Rights Under ERISA-Governed Health Plans, S.C. Law., Sept. 2005, at 31.

If that average practitioner is your firm’s newest associate, how does he or she get up to speed?

A good place to start is the ERISA Subrogation database (ABA-ERISASUB), recently released on Westlaw. ABA-ERISASUB contains the full text of ERISA Subrogation, an American Bar Association publication by Thomas H. Lawrence and John M. Russell that, in 10 short chapters, lays out the basics of litigating cases involving health and disability plans covered by ERISA. The chapters are full of cited cases, statutes, and other authorities, with links to the full-text sources. 

Westlaw databases: recent releases, name changes, and removals
Westlaw Database Releases

12/18/08

California Workers’ Compensation Underlying Documents (CAWC-DOCS)

Selected documents filed with California state courts and the California Workers’ Compensation Appeals Board. 
Dockets–Pennsylvania–Appellate Courts (DOCK-PA-APP)

Dockets–Pennsylvania–Supreme Court (DOCK-PA-SCT)

Dockets–U.S. District Court Virgin Islands (DOCK-VI-DCT)
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure: Rules and Commentary (FRCP-RC)

Treatise from Thomson West. 

KeyRules–Louisiana–U.S. District Court and State Courts Combined (KEYRULES-LA-ALL)

KeyRules–New Jersey–U.S. District Court and State Courts Combined (KEYRULES-NJ-ALL)

KeyRules–North Carolina–U.S. District Court and State Courts Combined (KEYRULES-NC-ALL)

KeyRules–Louisiana–State District Courts (KEYRULES-LA)

KeyRules–New Jersey–State Superior Courts (KEYRULES-NJ)

KeyRules–North Carolina–State Superior Courts (KEYRULES-NC)

KeyRules Discovery–Louisiana–State and Federal Combined (KR-LA-DSCVRY-ALL)

KeyRules Discovery–New Jersey–State and Federal Combined (KR-NJ-DSCVRY-ALL)

KeyRules Discovery–North Carolina–State and Federal Combined (KR-NC-DSCVRY-ALL)

KeyRules Discovery–Louisiana–State District Courts (KR-LA-DSCVRY)

KeyRules Discovery–New Jersey–State Superior Courts (KR-NJ-DSCVRY)

KeyRules Discovery–North Carolina–State Superior Courts (KR-NC-DSCVRY)

Medical Device Patents (MEDDEVPAT)

Treatise from Thomson West. 

Washington Practice Series: Washington Motions in Limine (WAPRAC-MIL)

Treatise from Thomson West. 

Washington Practice Series: Washington Summary Judgment and Related Termination Motions (WAPRAC-SUM)

Treatise from Thomson West. 

12/22/08

Defense Federal Acquisition Regulations (DFARS)

Global Competition and Antitrust–Anti-Cartel Enforcement Templates (GCA-ACET)

Summaries of anti-cartel law in selected European countries from the International Competition Network. 

Navajo Nation Code–Index (NAVAJO-TC-IDX)

Index to the Navajo Nation Code Annotated. 

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit–Government Contract Cases (CTAF-GOVK)

12/23/08

Florida Practice Series: Florida Summary Judgment and Related Termination Motions (FLPRAC-MT)

Treatise from Thomson West. 

Navajo Nation Code (WL) (NAVAJO-TC)

Text of the Navajo Nation Code Annotated. 
12/24/08

Bankruptcy FormFinder (FORMFINDER-BKR)
12/29/08

California Oral Argument Transcripts (CA-ORALARG)

Delaware Oral Argument Transcripts (DE-ORALARG)

GAO Bid Protest Rules (GAO-PROTEST)

Bid-protest regulations from the Code of Federal Regulations. 
01/02/09

Government Contracts FormFinder (FORMFINDER-GOVK)
UCC Bulletin (UCCBUL)

Monthly newsletter from Thomson West. 

01/05/09

Government Contractor Practitioner

Sections from secondary sources related to contracts with government agencies.

• 
American Jurisprudence 2d–Government Contracts (AMJUR-GOVK)

• 
American Law Reports–Government Contracts (ALR-GOVK)

• 
Corpus Juris Secundum®–Government Contracts (CJS-GOVK)

01/08/09

Dockets–U.S. Bankruptcy Court Virgin Islands (DOCK-VI-BKR)

Hildebrandt Law Department Surveys

Text of the annual Hildebrandt Law Department Survey.
• 
Hildebrandt 2007 Law Department Survey, Fourth Edition (HILDEBRANDT2007)

• 
Hildebrandt 2008 Law Department Survey, Fifth Edition (HILDEBRANDT2008)
01/09/09

Baldwin’s Ohio Practice–Summary Judgment and Related Termination Motions (OHPRAC-MT)

01/12/09

U.S. Patent File Histories (US-PAT-HISTORY)

01/13/09

Saint Louis University Journal of Health Law and Policy (STLUJHLP)

01/14/09

Public Interest Law Reporter (PUBILREP)

Publication from the law students of Loyola University Chicago. 
Westlaw Database Name and Identifier Changes

12/22/08

Old: 
McGill Health Law Publication (MCGHLP)
New:
McGill Journal of Law and Health (MCGJLH)

12/30/08

ALM rebranding as Incisive Media 

Old: 
ALM Expert Witness Curricula Vitae and Resumes (ALM-EXPERTSCV)

New: 
Incisive Media Expert Witness Curricula Vitae and Resumes (INCISIVE-EW-CV)

01/20/09

Old: 
Southwestern University Law Review (SWULR)

New: 
Southwestern Law Review (SWLREV)
Westlaw Database Removals

12/05/08

School Planning and Management (SPLANM)

12/09/08

Competitiveness Review (COMREV)

Experimental Techniques (EXPERTECH)

Montana: The Magazine of Western History (MTMAGWH)

Pacific Accounting Review (PACACCTREV)

School and College (SPLANMABS)

School and College Product News (SCHCOLLPRODN)

School Product News (SCHPRODNEWS)

U.S. Catholic (USCATHLC)

12/18/08

Columbus Ledger-Enquirer (GA) (KRT) (KRT-COLMBLE)
01/02/09
Business Communication Quarterly (BULABCOM)

Journal of Business Communication (JBUSCOMMAB)

01/07/09

BNA Corporate Practice Portfolios: Bond Financing (BNACPS-BF)
SEARCH TIP 

How can I get a working knowledge of an unfamiliar Internal Revenue Code section (and get it quickly)?

Q: A client’s tax matter happens to involve a section of the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) I’m not familiar with. Is there a way I can get a working knowledge of the meaning and typical application of this section without spending hours reading a treatise or law review article?

A: Access the RIA Internal Revenue Code database (RIA-IRC). Then click the Template tab, type the section number in the IRC Section text box, and click Search Westlaw. Links to Treasury regulations, and United States Tax Reporter (USTR) explanations, USTR annotations, USTR committee reports, and Federal Tax Coordinator summaries are automatically displayed on the Links tab. For example, if you are viewing IRC section 1245, you can click USTR Explanations and retrieve links to six explanations relating to depreciation recapture. 

These explanations are easy to read, even if the Code section is not. You can quickly skim the list of explanations for topics most relevant to your issue and read one explanation—or several—in a few minutes.

West Reference Materials
Read about, view, and order new reference materials.

Guide to Westlaw Compliance Advisor for Banking
26-page research guide, revised December 2008

Material #40821511

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6901-5/40821511/productdetail.aspx
 
Guide to Westlaw Compliance Advisor for Health Care
21-page research guide, revised December 2008

Material #40821512

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6902-5/40821512/productdetail.aspx
 
Guide to Westlaw Compliance Advisor for Insurance
21-page research guide, revised December 2008

Material #40821513

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6903-5/40821513/productdetail.aspx
 
Using Westlaw CourtExpress® to Retrieve Dockets
Eight-page quick reference guide, revised December 2008

Material #40818871

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6899-5/40818871/productdetail.aspx
 
West BriefTools®: BriefTools 2.0 User Manual
19-page user manual, published December 2008

Material #40792938

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6900-5/40792938/productdetail.aspx
 
West LiveNote™/West Case Notebook™ Quick Reference Guide: System Requirements and File Import Types
Two-page quick reference guide, published December 2008

Material #RM168935

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6893-5/RM168935/productdetail.aspx
Search all available Westlaw reference materials

To search Westlaw reference materials by title, material number, or key word, go to http://west.thomson.com/store/AdvancedSearch.aspx. 

 

