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LIBRARIAN RELATIONS 
Customizable Westlaw: Research at its most flexible
On July 6, 2009, Westlaw entered a new phase of customization. The new Customizable Westlaw now makes it especially easy to build and rearrange content and tools at many Westlaw tabbed pages. 

In particular, Customizable Westlaw enables you to do the following:

· Select as many as 50 tabbed pages at a time: You’re no longer limited to six tabbed pages. If you select several tabbed pages, you can use the arrows next to the tabs to view the tabs of all those pages. (Select tabbed pages as you did before by clicking Add a Tab.) To remove a tabbed page from your Westlaw interface, click the X on the tab.

· Move tabbed pages, as well as the tools and content on tabbed pages: There are no fancy steps to follow: Just drag databases, database groups, and tools from one place to another. You can even drag items from one Customizable Westlaw page to another. In addition, you can change the order of the tabs at the top of the page by dragging them.

· Add, delete, rename, and edit items on tabbed pages: Customizable Westlaw makes it easy to add, delete, or modify a database or database group. It’s also easy to browse the contents of other tabbed pages or the Westlaw Directory and add databases to the page you are viewing. 

· Create a tabbed page from scratch: You can create (and name) a personal tabbed page that contains databases and database groups in any arrangement that works for you. 

· E-mail personal pages to colleagues effortlessly: An e-mail link is available so you can share your personal page with a colleague.

· Create “sticky notes”: Write online notes and reminders to yourself in the course of your research.

Customizable Westlaw is available at tabbed pages that formerly contained a Quick Search section, as well as selected pages that formerly contained Resources sections, e.g., the Personal Injury page.

If you have questions or need search assistance, call the West Reference Attorneys at 1-800-REF-ATTY (1-800-733-2889).
FED-LH legislative histories: Now 9,400 strong! 
Only 10 short months ago, West e-lert reported that compiled histories for nearly 4,000 public laws enacted between 1974 and 1995 were available in the U.S. GAO Federal Legislative Histories database (FED-LH).

What a difference 10 months make.

FED-LH now contains compiled histories for almost 9,400 public laws, some going all the way back to 1954. (FED-LH is expected to contain 20,000 public laws by 2010.) The newly added histories include these biggies:

· Magnuson-Moss Warranty–Federal Trade Commission Improvement Act, Pub. L. No. 93-637 (landmark consumer warranty legislation)

· Garn-St Germain Depository Institutions Act of 1982, Pub. L. No. 97-320 (major deregulatory act governing real estate lending by savings and loan institutions)

· Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act of 1974 (RESPA), Pub. L. No. 93-533 (consumer protection legislation to ensure timely disclosure to home buyers of the settlement process and costs)
To retrieve the entire legislative history for any of these laws—which may include PDF images of the full text of the public law, floor debates from the Congressional Record, congressional testimony, and presidential signing statements—simply access FED-LH and type the public law number, the name of the act, or other known information in the appropriate text boxes on the search template. Then click Search Westlaw.

West LegalEdcenter: Expanded scholarship opportunities for CLEs 
To help more attorneys and law librarians earn continuing legal education (CLE) credits during the economic downturn, West LegalEdcenter—West’s cost-effective source for online and in-person legal training and CLEs—has created additional scholarship opportunities for its live event, live webcast, on-demand, and podcast programming.
“We are committed to providing tuition assistance to attorneys facing financial hardship as part of our mission to help legal systems work better every day worldwide,” says Lee Ann Enquist, vice president, West Professional Development. “That’s why we are offering full and partial scholarships to unemployed attorneys, legal aid and government attorneys, judges and judicial clerks, law professors and students, law librarians, and employees of nonprofit and legal services organizations.” 
Professionals in private practice who seek to learn skills that will assist them in pro bono activities also are encouraged to apply for West LegalEdcenter scholarships. 
West LegalEdcenter has reserved a limited number of full scholarships for each of the live programs it holds. Partial scholarships of up to 50 percent of the applicable course fee are also available for all programs. Applicants may be granted one full scholarship per calendar year and one partial scholarship per month. Interested persons are encouraged to apply early for scholarships for programs of their choice.
Please don’t hesitate to share this information with acquaintances who might benefit. For more information, visit the scholarship application page on West LegalEdcenter. 
WESTLAW CONTENT
DRI–West alliance: Discounts and new content for DRI members!

There’s a new alliance in town.

West has joined forces with the Defense Research Institute (DRI), an international membership organization of 23,000 attorneys involved in the defense of civil litigation. This new alliance offers the following significant advantages to West customers who are DRI members:

· Discounts: DRI members enjoy significant savings on Westlaw—a minimum of 10 percent off the retail price, after which standard discounts apply. In addition, DRI members get a 20 percent discount on all West print titles.

· DRI-authored publications available on Westlaw: DRI publications authored by leading defense lawyers cover commercial litigation, construction, electronic discovery, employment, insurance, medical liability, products liability, and trial tactics. To view a complete list of DRI publications on Westlaw, click here.
In addition, selected DRI publications have been added to the following Practitioner products:

· Employment Practitioner

· Insurance Defense Practitioner

· Construction Practitioner

For more information, see your West librarian relations manager.

Westlaw PeopleMap: Know what you’re searching
You might have been amazed the first time you typed a name in the Westlaw PeopleMap template and instantly retrieved links to information from as many as 35 databases.

But do you know precisely what you searched? And do you know what to make of data you didn’t retrieve?

That’s the point of the Coverage link at the top of the tabbed PeopleMap page. Click Coverage, and a page of links for the individual databases searched by PeopleMap is displayed. To view information such as jurisdictions covered, dates of coverage, and update frequency for a specific database, click the link for the database. 

ABI treatises: A focused approach to bankruptcy research
Bankruptcy law can overwhelm the newcomer. One could write an entire book about almost any procedural stage or class of filers!

Thankfully, the American Bankruptcy Institute (ABI) has done just that. 

ABI has produced several single-topic publications on formidable areas of bankruptcy procedure (e.g., first-day motions and preference defense), on particular classes of filers (e.g., auto suppliers and telecommunications firms), and on other aspects of bankruptcy practice. At least 22 of these publications have been released as databases on Westlaw, including the following databases released since March 2009:

· ABI's Bankruptcy Appeals Manual (ABI-BANKAM)

· ABI's Pension Manual (ABI-PENSION)

· Auto Supplier Insolvencies and Bankruptcies (ABI-AUTO)

· Bankruptcy and Its Impact on Intellectual Property (ABI-BANKIP)

· Bankruptcy: A Survival Guide for Lenders (ABI-BASGL)

· Creditors' Committee Manual (ABI-CCOM)

· Cross-Border Insolvency in the United States (ABI-CROSS)

· Pre-Bankruptcy Planning for the Commercial Reorganization (ABI-PBPCR)

· Retention and Payment (ABI-RETPAY)

· Thorny Issues in Consumer Bankruptcy Cases (ABI-TICBC)
An ideal starting point for searching these ABI treatises is the tabbed Bankruptcy Practitioner page on Westlaw. You can identify most of the available ABI treatise databases by viewing the ABI Materials section in the lower-right corner of the page (if necessary, click Show all to expand the section). You can also use this page to search one or more ABI publications simultaneously and to access the Table of Contents service for the databases for which it is available. ABI treatise sections typically contain links to the full text of cited sources. 

ABI was founded in 1982 to provide Congress and the public with unbiased analysis of bankruptcy issues. It describes itself as “the largest multi-disciplinary, non-partisan organization dedicated to research and education on matters related to insolvency.”

For a complete list of ABI treatises on Westlaw, consult the Westlaw Directory. 
Westlaw databases: recent releases, name changes, and removals
Westlaw Database Releases

06/18/09 
Mutual Fund Regulation and Compliance Handbook (MFRCH)

Handbook from LegalWorks®.  

Pre-Litigation Patent Enforcement (PRELITPAT)

Guide from West. 

06/23/09

Kentucky Practice Series: Kentucky Elements of an Action (KYPRAC-EA)

Treatise from West. 

School Violence: From Discipline to Due Process (ABA-SVDDP)

Handbook from the American Bar Association (ABA).  

06/25/09

Eminent Domain Use and Abuse: Kelo in Context (ABA-KELO)

ABA guide.  

Federal Health Law–Health and Human Services Office of the Inspector General (FHTH-HHSOIG)

Documents (e.g., advisory opinions and fraud alerts) released by the Office of the Inspector General at the Health and Human Services Department.  

59 NewsRoom™ databases, including
•  Aviation Today's Daily Brief (AVIATIONTDY)

•  Bromsgrove Advertiser (U.K.) (BROMSGROVE)

•  Country Research Reports (CTRYRESREPTS)

•  Fresh Brewed Media (FBREWEDMEDIA)

•  Gulf Daily News (GULFDN)

•  Lancashire Telegraph (U.K.) (LANCASHIRETG)

•  St. Lucie News Tribune (Fort Pierce, Fla.) (STLUCIENEWS)

Virginia Workers’ Compensation (VAPRAC-WC)

Volume in the Virginia Practice Series. 

06/30/09

Citizen Oversight of Law Enforcement (ABA-CITOLE)

ABA handbook.  

Expert Witnesses: Securities Cases (EXPWIT-SEC)

Thomson West treatise. 

Illinois DUI Law and Practice Guidebook (ILPRAC-DUI)

Volume in the Illinois Practice Series. 

Journal of Financial Regulation and Compliance (INTFRC)

Articles from the Journal of Financial Regulation and Compliance. 

Journal of International Trade Law and Policy (INTTLP)

Articles from an interdisciplinary journal published by Emerald Group. 

Pre-Bankruptcy Planning for the Commercial Reorganization (ABI-PBPCR)

Guide from the American Bankruptcy Institute (ABI).  

07/01/09

Federal Bankruptcy–Cases–Means Test (FBKR-CS-MT)

Cases dealing with issues pertinent to the “means test” enacted by the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005.  

07/02/09

Kansas State Criminal Trial Court Orders and Judgments of Conviction (KS-CRORDERS)

07/07/09

Spoliation of Evidence (ABA-SPEVD)

ABA guide covering problems involved with the destruction of evidence in civil litigation.  

07/08/09

Virginia Practice Series: Virginia Tort and Personal Injury Law (VAPRAC-TPI)

07/09/09

Boucher et Fortin: Faillite et insolvabilité (BFINSOLV)

French-language treatise on Canada’s Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act. 

Ethical Standards in the Public Sector (ABA-ESPS)

Guide from the ABA Section of State and Local Government Law.  

07/14/09

Corporate Compliance Answer Book (PLIREF-CORPCAB)

Guide from the Practising Law Institute (PLI).  

Freedom of Speech in the Public Workplace (ABA-FSPW)

Guide from the ABA Section of State and Local Government Law.  

Taking Sides in Taking Issues: Public and Private Perspectives (ABA-TKPPP)

Guide from the ABA Section of State and Local Government Law.

Westlaw Database Name and Identifier Changes

06/24/09

Old: 
Annual Review of Banking and Financial Law (ANNRBFL)

New:
Review of Banking and Financial Law (RBNKFL)

06/25/09

Old: 
Midwest Law Review (MIDWLR)

New:
Midwest Law Journal (MIDWLJ)

07/07/09

Old: 
Intellectual Property Law Newsletter (IPLN)

New:
Landslide (LANDSL)

Westlaw Database Removals

06/24/09

Motor Vehicle Records–Missouri (DMV-MO)

SEARCH TIP 

Can I automatically retrieve all FDA regulations and decisions as they come out?

Q: My firm needs to be current on regulations and decisions of the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). Is there a way to automatically retrieve all new regulations and decisions from the FDA?
A: Use Agency Tracker. To automatically retrieve regulations reported in the Federal Register, complete these steps:

1. Click Alert Center at the top of any page. The Alert Center Directory is displayed.

2. Click Create in the Agency Tracker section. 

3. Select Receive notification for specific Federal Agency actions reported in the Federal Register, then click Go. The Federal Agency Tracking Service: Federal Agency Tracking page is displayed. 

4. Under Entry Details, click Select Agency. The Federal Agency Tracking Service: Select Agency page is displayed. 

5. Click the plus symbol (+) next to Department of Health and Human Services, select the check box next to Food and Drug Administration, and click Save. 

6. Type a result title and client ID in the appropriate text boxes.

7. Review the delivery settings on the right side of the page. Click Edit to change one or more settings. 

8. Click Save. The entry is saved in the Federal Agency Tracking Service Directory. To view or change the completed entry, click its title in the directory. 

To automatically retrieve FDA decisions, repeat the above steps, except select Retrieve notification for new Federal Agency Opinions and Decisions in step 3.

West Reference Materials 
Read about, view, and order new reference materials.

LiveNote™ Exhibits User Guide: West Publisher 

25-page user guide, published June 2009

Material #40880636

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7025-5/40880636/productdetail.aspx
 

Retrieving Appellate Briefs on Westlaw
Four-page quick reference guide, revised July 2009

Material #40892544

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7033-5/40892544/productdetail.aspx
 

Using KeySearch® on Westlaw 

Four-page quick reference piece, revised July 2009

Material #40892543

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7034-5/40892543/productdetail.aspx
 

Using WestClip® on Westlaw
Four-page quick reference piece, revised July 2009

Material #40892542

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7035-5/40892542/productdetail.aspx
Using Westlaw Tax
24-page user guide, revised June 2009

Material #RM167995

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6799-5/RM167995/productdetail.aspx
Viewing Graphical Bills
Two-page quick reference guide, revised June 2009

Material #40890345

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7019-5/40890345/productdetail.aspx
 

Welcome to Westlaw 

24-page research guide, published May 2009

Material #40877754

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7014-5/40877754/productdetail.aspx
West BriefTools® Technical Guide
34-page technical guide, revised June 2009

Material #RM165115

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6511-5/RM165115/productdetail.aspx
West BriefTools 2.1 User Manual with Local Documents
30-page user guide, revised May 2009

Material #40880892

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7020-5/40880892/productdetail.aspx
 
Westlaw Database Directory for the Federal Judiciary, 2009 Edition

1,131-page directory, revised May 2009

Material #40867066

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7027-5/40867066/productdetail.aspx
West Publisher Installation Guide 

10-page installation guide, published June 2009

Material #RM169645

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6964-5/RM169645/productdetail.aspx
Search all available Westlaw reference materials

To search Westlaw reference materials by title, material number, or key word, go to http://west.thomson.com/store/AdvancedSearch.aspx. 

 

