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LIBRARIAN RELATIONS 
How would Judge Sotomayor approach my issue?

Q: I’d like to understand how U.S. Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor approaches the issue of future persecution in asylum cases. Is there an easy way to retrieve orders and judicial opinions authored or joined by Judge Sotomayor that discuss this issue?

A: There are at least two easy ways. 

First, you can review Judge Sotomayor’s Litigation History Report. To retrieve a Litigation History Report of orders and opinions she authored or joined from 1992 (the year she was first appointed) to the present, complete these steps:

1. Retrieve Judge Sonia Sotomayor’s profile from the Profiler–Profiles of Attorneys and Judges database (PROFILER-WLD).

2. Click Litigation History Reports on the Links tab. 

3. Click Case Types under Litigation History Reports. A Case Types table is displayed, which lists caseload by case type.

4. Use the Date Range drop-down lists to specify a date range of 1992–2009. Then click Submit.

5. Click Immigration Law. The immigration case type is expanded to asylum, deportation and removal, and other areas. To expand the table further, click Asylum; then click Future Persecution. 

6. For links to specific judicial orders and opinions, click Document List on the Links tab. 

Second, you can search the newly released Supreme Court Nominee Sonia Sotomayor Opinions and Papers database (SOTOMAYOR-NOM), a database of opinions, orders, briefs, and other documents that she authored or joined. With SOTOMAYOR-NOM, you can narrow your search using field restrictions. For example, to narrow your search to opinions and other documents authored by Judge Sotomayor that involve the persecution claims of asylum applicants, add an author field (au) restriction to your query, e.g., au(sotomayor) & persecut! /p asylum. 

PRELITPAT: Part of a unified approach to patent disputes

The overwhelming majority of patent disputes are settled or otherwise resolved before trial, with a significant number of disputes settling prior to any court action. See Eugene R. Quinn, Jr., Using Alternative Dispute Resolution to Resolve Patent Litigation: A Survey of Patent Litigators, 3 Marq. Intell. Prop. L. Rev. 77, 85-86 (1999). 

Bottom line: A patent lawyer needs a smart exit strategy.

That’s where the newly released Pre-Litigation Patent Enforcement database (PRELITPAT) comes in. PRELITPAT contains the full text of Pre-Litigation Patent Enforcement (current through June 2009), the practice guide by Don Martens and John Sganga for attorneys who need to enforce patent rights or respond to patent owner demands prior to trial. Although several sections serve as handy refreshers on patent law and litigation, PRELITPAT primarily aims to help you develop informed, unified strategies in patent disputes. It covers topics such as demand letters (the focus of three entire chapters), negotiation, and alternative dispute resolution and contains checklists, sample letters and agreements, and practice tips. Most sections contain links to the West Key Number Digest and to the full text of cited sources.

The easiest way to browse the contents and retrieve sections by topic is to use the Table of Contents service. You can also search PRELITPAT using the Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search method.

The WIPO Journal: Call for papers on intellectual property issues

If you are an academic, lawyer, or other information professional and want to share your expertise in intellectual property issues, please contact the WIPO Journal! We’re looking for articles, opinions, and comments for our first issue.

Published in association with the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), the WIPO Journal is a brand-new interdisciplinary journal focusing on intellectual property issues across the 184 WIPO member states. This new journal will feature debates on the legal, technical, economic, and policy aspects of international IP matters. It will also feature expert opinion on current hot topics and controversial issues and present an unbiased view of global IP concerns.

All submissions will be reviewed by the editorial board independently of WIPO. To find out more about the journal and submission guidelines, send an e-mail message to thewipojournal@thomsonreuters.com.

WESTLAW CONTENT
Delaware corporate records searching: a step up

For corporate and securities lawyers, Delaware isn’t just another state. In 2007, Delaware corporations comprised more than 61 percent of the Fortune 500 companies and more than 50 percent of the corporations listed on the New York Stock Exchange, NASDAQ, and the American Stock Exchange. Edward P. Welch & Robert S. Saunders, Freedom and Its Limits in the Delaware General Corporation Law, 33 Del. J. Corp. L. 845 (2008). 

You’d expect a database of Delaware corporate records on Westlaw to be state-of-the-art. And you’d be right.

If you’ve ever searched the Corporate Records and Business Registrations–Delaware database (CORP-DE) before, try it again now. You will notice some welcome improvements, including these:

· You can search all records types simultaneously.

· You can select check boxes by clicking them, rather than by typing an X. 

· Records now contain tax information and filing history dates.

· If the search result exceeds the document limit, an informational error message is displayed. 

· Useful search instructions are displayed below the Company Name text box. 

These improvements allow CORP-DE to look and function like the Corporate Records and Business Registrations–Combined database (CORP-ALL).

Federal judgment records—now on Westlaw!

Q: Our organization represents a client who says there is a federal judgment against him. I want to uncover the details, but I’m only aware of the state judgment databases on Westlaw. Does Westlaw contain any federal judgment records?

A: The Federal Judgments database (FJ-ALL), recently released on Westlaw, contains information from civil and criminal judgments filed in U.S. district courts, beginning with January 2000. Newly filed dockets are added daily.

Among the more useful features of FJ-ALL are the following:

· A user-friendly template allows you to search by party name and type, docket number, Nature of Suit (NOS) code, date or date range, and judgment amount.

· Records of judgments of dismissal are available.

· Links to PDF images of original court documents are displayed, where available.

· If you use the Terms and Connectors search method, you can restrict your search to fields such as judge name, filing location, Key Nature of Suit, and cause.

NCFPF: Cutting to the chase in federal litigation
Suppose your organization is litigating a federal lawsuit and wants to move to strike material from an opponent’s pleading. In this situation, a federal procedure form can help the attorney avoid reinventing the wheel—and save lots of drafting and research time.

You can easily retrieve such forms from the Nichol’s Cyclopedia of Federal Procedure Forms database (NCFPF), recently released on Westlaw. NCFPF contains the full text of Nichol’s Cyclopedia of Federal Procedure Forms (current through June 2009), an exhaustive collection of forms for federal pleading and practice, including forms for a variety of specific factual and procedural situations. To supplement its forms collection, the publication is full of practice suggestions and concise summaries of the applicable law. (For more detailed analysis, you can proceed to Wright and Miller’s Federal Practice and Procedure, also on Westlaw.) To quickly browse the contents and retrieve sections by name, use the Table of Contents service. 

While viewing a section, you can retrieve the full text of an authority cited in the text by clicking the appropriate link. For example, if you click a reference to Fed. R. Civ. P. 12(f), you can quickly view the text of the rule—as well as its red KeyCite® status flag (yet one more reason to access this publication via Westlaw!). 

NCFPF documents are also available on Westlaw via FormFinder.

Westlaw databases: recent releases, name changes, and removals
Westlaw Database Releases

05/21/09

Maryland Civil Procedure Forms (MDPRAC-CPF)

Mississippi Criminal Trial Practice Forms (MSCRIMTRFM)

05/28/09

34 NewsRoom™ databases, including

•  ADP Ukraine News (UKRNEWSDIG)

•  Bharat Observer (BHARATOBV)

•  Big League Magazine (BIGLEAGUE)

•  Grunion Gazette (Long Beach, Cal.) (GRUNIONGAZ)

•  Medianama (MEDIANAMA)

•  News (Mexico City) (MEXICONEWS)

•  Sun Journal (Lewiston, Me.) (SUNJOURNAL)

Supreme Court Nominee Sonia Sotomayor Opinions and Papers (SOTOMAYOR-NOM)

05/29/09

African Journal of International and Comparative Law (AFJICL)

Journal published by Edinburgh University Press. 

Four views of the Military Justice Cases database (MJ)
• Military Justice Reporter–Air Force Court of Criminal Appeals (MJ-AIRFORCE)

• Military Justice Reporter–Army Court of Criminal Appeals (MJ-ARMY)

• Military Justice Reporter–Coast Guard Court of Criminal Appeals (MJ-COASTGUARD)

• Military Justice Reporter–Navy-Marine Corps Court of Criminal Appeals (MJ-NAVY)

06/04/09

Sydney Law Review (SYDLR)

Journal from the University of Sydney Law School and Thomson Reuters (Professional) Australia. 

06/08/09

Nichol’s Cyclopedia of Federal Procedure Forms (NCFPF)

Employer’s Compliance Guide to the Stimulus Plan’s COBRA Subsidy Provisions (COBRASBSDY)

06/09/09

Insurance Market Conduct Reports (INSMCR)

Reports from state insurance commissions or departments. 

06/10/09

Taking Sides in Takings Issues: The Impact of Tahoe-Sierra (ABA-TSKITS)

Commentary on Tahoe-Sierra Preservation Council v. Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, Inc., 122 S. Ct. 1465 (2002), from the American Bar Association (ABA). 

America Votes! A Guide to Modern Election Law and Voting (ABA-AMVOTE)

A snapshot of America's voting and electoral practices from the ABA. 

06/15/09

Municipal Liability: Law and Practice (MUNLLP)

Treatise from Aspen Publishers. 

06/16/09

Global Competition and Antitrust–Series on Contemporary Chinese Law (GCA-CNCHINL)

Thomson Reuters introduction to Chinese legal topics. 

Jury Instructions for Employment Defense Litigators (DRI-JIEMPDL)

Manual from DRI. 

Legal Opinion Letters: A Comprehensive Guide to Opinion Letter Practice (LOLGOL)

Treatise from Aspen Publishers. 

Sword and Shield: A Practical Approach to Section 1983 Litigation (ABA-SWORD)

ABA publication. 

06/17/09

Japan Commercial Arbitration Association Rules (JCAA-ARBRULES)

Current Trends and Practical Strategies in Land Use Law and Zoning (ABA-TPSLUZ)

ABA publication. 

Drexel Law Review (DREXLR)

Student journal from the Earle Mack School of Law at Drexel University. 

Missouri Legal Ethics and Professional Responsibility–Ethics Opinions (MOETH-EO)
Texas Board of Disciplinary Appeals–Disciplinary Opinions (TXETH-DISP)
06/18/09

Dockets–Ohio–Medina County (DOCK-OH-MEDINA)

Dockets–Florida–St. John’s County (DOCK-FL-STJOHNS)

Green’s Family Law Reports (FAM-RPTS)

Sweet & Maxwell journal reporting on family law cases from the sheriff courts, the Court of Session, the House of Lords, and selected European courts. 
Green’s Housing Law Reports (HOUS-RPTS)

Sweet & Maxwell journal reporting on housing law decisions from Scottish courts. 

Green’s Reparation Law Reports (REP-RPTS)

Sweet & Maxwell journal reporting on judgments from the Court of Session and sheriff courts. 

06/23/09

Florida A&M University Law Review (FLAMULR)

State and Regional Comprehensive Planning: Implementing New Methods of Growth Management (ABA-SRCPI)

Westlaw Database Name and Identifier Changes

05/22/09

Old: 
Streng: U.S. International Estate Planning (WGL-INTLEP)

New:
Spielman: U.S. International Estate Planning (WGL-INTLEP)

05/28/09

Old: 
Elder Care and Nursing Home Litigation in Georgia with Forms (GAELDERCAR)

New:
Georgia Elder Care, Long-Term Care, and Nursing Home Litigation with Forms (GAELDERCAR)

Old: 
Federal Pension and Welfare Benefits Administration Information Letters  (FPEN-PWBAIL)

New:
Employee Benefits Security Administration Information Letters (FPEN-EBSAIL)

Old: 
Federal Pension and Welfare Benefits Administration Materials (FPEN-PWBA)

New:
Employee Benefits Security Administration Materials (FPEN-EBSA)

Westlaw Database Removals

06/05/09

California Common Interest Developments–Homeowners Guide (CACID-HG)

Louisiana Divorce (LAPRAC-DIV)

OSHA Inspection and Enforcement Reports (OSHA-INSPCT)
SEARCH TIP 

BNA Tax Management portfolios: Here’s how to find the right one fast

BNA Tax Management portfolios on Westlaw contain detailed, focused analysis of almost any tax issue imaginable. But there are more than 500 of these on Westlaw! Is there a fast way to find the right BNA Tax Management portfolio without having to comb the Westlaw Directory?

A: Use the Table of Contents service. 

Start by accessing one of the following BNA Tax Management portfolio multibases:

· BNA Tax Management Estates, Gifts, and Trusts Portfolios (TM-EGT)

· BNA Tax Management Foreign Income Portfolios (TM-FOR)

· BNA Tax Management U.S. Income Portfolios (TM-US)

Then use the Table of Contents service to browse the contents. Click a portfolio section name, e.g., Detailed Analysis. Depending on the link you click, the full text or a page of subsection links is displayed.

West Reference Materials
Read about, view, and order new reference materials.

Human Resources in Public Employment 

20-page database list, revised May 2009

Material #RM168855

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6885-5/RM168855/productdetail.aspx
 

Judicial Motion Reports 

Four-page quick reference guide, published June 2009

Material #RM169965

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6996-5/RM169965/productdetail.aspx
 

Managing Your Westlaw Costs
Eight-page user guide, published May 2009

Material #40877755

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7013-5/40877755/productdetail.aspx
 

Maritime Arbitration Awards
Four-page quick reference guide, published May 2009

Material #RM169935

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6993-5/RM169935/productdetail.aspx
 

Reqwired Learning Management System Administrator Guide 

96-page guide, published May 2009

Material #RM168905

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6890-5/RM168905/productdetail.aspx
 

Searching Public Records on Westlaw 

34-page research guide, revised May 2009

Material #40875354

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6945-5/40875354/productdetail.aspx
 

Searching with Natural Language
Two-page quick reference guide, revised May 2009

Material #40878859

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7003-5/40878859/productdetail.aspx
 

Searching with Terms and Connectors
Four-page quick reference guide, revised May 2009

Material #40878857

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7004-5/40878857/productdetail.aspx
 

Upgrading LiveNote™ Cases: West Case Notebook™/West LIveNote
18-page user guide, published June 2009

Material #RM169675

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6967-5/RM169675/productdetail.aspx
Using Westlaw Watch® with Docket Watch
Eight-page quick reference guide, revised May 2009

Material #RM164575

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6457-5/RM164575/productdetail.aspx
West BriefTools® 2.1 User Manual
23-page user manual, revised May 2009

Material #40880893

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7001-5/40880893/productdetail.aspx
Westlaw Database Directory, 2009 Edition on CD

Electronic list of Westlaw databases, revised March 2009

Material #40869883

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6998-5/40869883/productdetail.aspx
 

Westlaw User Guide 

176-page user guide, revised March 2009

Material #40805093

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6997-5/40805093/productdetail.aspx
Search all available Westlaw reference materials

To search Westlaw reference materials by title, material number, or key word, go to http://west.thomson.com/store/AdvancedSearch.aspx. 

 

