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LIBRARIAN RELATIONS 
West Key Number System: These lines, they are a-changin’ 

The creators of the West Key Number System “recognized that legal concepts were not static; changes in classification numbers have always been a feature of the key [number] system.” Michele G. Falkow, The West Key Number System: Its Uses in an Online Environment, in Basic Research and Writing for Legal Assistants: A Satellite Program, at 129, 132 (PLI Litig. & Admin. Practice, Course Handbook Series No. 510, 1994). 

Change is in the air again. 

This past month, the key number system underwent significant changes in several areas, which resulted in the reclassification of more than 300,000 headnotes. The changes include the following:

· Two new digest topics: The topic Privileged Communications and Confidentiality encompasses privilege issues arising in discovery and at trial and contains expanded classifications covering attorney-client privilege, physician-patient privilege, and executive privilege. The topic Protection of Endangered Persons covers such areas as restraining orders and other protection from domestic violence, harassment, and stalking; guardian ad litem appointments; agency investigations and liabilities; and criminal and civil liability.

· Complete revision of four topics: The topics Convicts and Prisons were completely revised, with many lines afforded to concepts increasingly important in modern cases, e.g., boot camps. The topic Disorderly Conduct was greatly expanded to include breach of the peace (a similar offense recognized in most state jurisdictions). In the Products Liability topic, many points of law are classified once under the product type and again under the legal concept or procedure.
· Minor improvements in many topics: You’ll see many changes in topics such as Counties, Criminal Law, Indians, Infants, Negligence, and Process.

· Deletion of one topic: The topic Breach of the Peace has been deleted. It is now part of the topic Disorderly Conduct.

Tentative plans for 2010 include the addition of a Water Law topic and substantial revisions in such topics as War and National Emergency, Weapons, Workers’ Compensation, and Zoning and Planning. 

Markman orders are here!

Q: Our new business client will be litigating a patent matter. Is there an easy way to find out whether a Markman order exists in which significant terms from the other patent are defined? And if such an order exists, how do I retrieve it?

A: Search the newly released Markman Orders database (MARKMAN-ORDERS), which contains Markman orders already in the U.S. District Courts Cases database (DCT), as well as orders that are available only in MARKMAN-ORDERS. Coverage in MARKMAN-ORDERS begins with 2000. 

A Markman order is a pretrial order in which the federal district court construes the meaning of key words in patent claims. A Markman order might construe claims from multiple patents at once. A patent litigator would surely want to see any existing Markman order that construes the claims language for the patent allegedly infringed. In addition, the patent litigator can search MARKMAN-ORDERS for all Markman orders that construe language that is the same or similar to that of the litigated patent. (Even if a Markman order does not explicitly apply to the patent at issue, it can still be useful background for the litigator.) These orders are also useful for practitioners who draft patent applications.
When viewing a document retrieved from MARKMAN-ORDERS, you can retrieve documents and patent file history from the underlying patents by clicking the appropriate links on the Links tab. (Note: These links do not appear when you retrieve a Markman order from the DCT database.) If you are viewing a patent that had been the subject of a Markman order, you can retrieve the Markman order by clicking the appropriate link at the KeyCite® history or Graphical KeyCite display. 

Westlaw Patents: Suddenly, it comes together
West recently released the first installment of Westlaw Patents—the comprehensive resource that contains all patent-related content and features on Westlaw. 

Westlaw Patents contains content and features such as the following:

· U.S. patent file histories recently captured from Thomson Reuters Scientific—the largest online portfolio of U.S. patent file histories available anywhere—in addition to the U.S. patent file histories already available on Westlaw. Approximately 87,000 complete U.S. patent file histories are now available on Westlaw; approximately 500,000 additional patent histories, in which only the original and final claims are compared, will be added soon. (See the U.S. Patent File Histories database (US-PAT-HISTORY).)

· Related office actions, correspondence, and exhibits: Click the appropriate link on the Links tab for selected documents from full-text patent, patent application, and patent file history databases.
· Graphical view of the U.S. patent family tree: With a single click, you can display a visual representation of the connections between multiple patents. Click US Patent Family Tree on the Links tab.

· Claims version comparator: You can display the original, amended, and final versions of patent claims. Deletions and additions are shown in color-coded text so you can easily compare versions and instantly spot the changes. Click any of the links under Claims Versions on the Links tab.

· Graphical view of patent claims: With a single click, you can display an easy-to-read, visual representation of the evolution of the claims in the patent you are viewing. An additional click displays the version of the claim at any stage in the patent application process. Click Graphical Claims History on the Links tab.

In other words, you don’t have to go to several locations—or even several databases—to gather the materials you need for patent prosecution, patent litigation, and IP portfolio management. In addition, the claims versioning and graphical views mean you can spend less time making sense of your results.

WESTLAW CONTENT
Westlaw PeopleMap: Uncover someone’s connections—in an instant

Westlaw PeopleMap is the dynamic new tool that lets you quickly discover relevant information about people and their connections. Thorough cross-referencing helps you quickly discover relationships between people, their assets and other public information, and other individuals. Use Westlaw PeopleMap to visualize the “big picture” and focus your research.

Westlaw PeopleMap is fast, intuitive, and easy to use. Just supply a name (and permissible use), and Westlaw PeopleMap brings you the following:

· A Microsoft Virtual Earth map that shows the geographic location of each person with the name you typed.

· A graphical display of public records and other individuals connected to the person selected, with links to the underlying records. 

· Information drawn from up to 35 different databases, including business records, voter registrations, political donations, real property transactions and tax assessments, stock ownership, motor vehicle and boat ownership, unclaimed assets, criminal records, professional licenses, hunting and fishing licenses, liens, court dockets, marriage and divorce records, legal filings, and bankruptcy filings. 

· The ability to create a report containing some or all data types in any of several formats. 

To access Westlaw PeopleMap, select the tabbed PeopleMap page on Westlaw.

ABA-FEMPL: Check out the state employee rights chart

Q: Is there a quick way to compare the various state laws that protect employee rights?

A: Access the newly released Fundamentals of Employment Law database (ABA-FEMPL). ABA-FEMPL contains the full text of the American Bar Association publication Fundamentals of Employment Law, which summarizes and compares state laws governing disability discrimination, wrongful discharge, reduction in force, and other areas of employment law. To retrieve a chapter devoted to employee privacy theories and related state law, run the following search, restricted to the prelim field (pr):

pr(employee /s privacy)

You retrieve a chapter that includes an easy-to-read chart that identifies the statutes available in each state governing AIDS policies, fingerprinting, and other employee privacy issues. 

You can search ABA-FEMPL using the Terms and Connectors and Natural Language search methods. (The Table of Contents service is currently not available for this database.)

Your state’s personnel board: The buck (often) stops here

If your organization represents police officers, teachers, or others in the public sector, then state personnel board decisions are indispensable, particularly in areas where the board has special expertise and familiarity. See, e.g., California Dep’t of Corr. v. State Personnel Bd., 121 Cal. App. 4th 1601, 1612, 18 Cal. Rptr. 3d 390, 397 (Cal. Ct. App. 2004). The personnel board is the end of the line for many public sector employment disputes.

Many of these decisions have recently become available on Westlaw. Eighteen employee relations board databases were released on Westlaw in February. In addition to the Multistate Labor Relations Administrative Decisions database (MLB-ADMIN), 17 databases specific to the following jurisdictions were released: Alaska, District of Columbia, Hawaii, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Oregon. The identifier for each is XXLB-ADMIN, where XX is the jurisdiction’s two-letter postal abbreviation.

These databases are in addition to the state-specific databases already on Westlaw, including California State Personnel Board Decisions (CASPB), Delaware Public Employment Relations Board Decisions (DE-EMPDEC), and Ohio State Employment Relations Board Decisions (OHLB-ADMIN).

Westlaw databases: recent releases, name changes, and removals
Westlaw Database Releases

02/19/09

Intellectual Property Treaties (IP-TREATIES)

Text of treaties, conventions, and international agreements related to intellectual property. 

02/23/09

Survey Checklists (SURVEY-CHECK)

Checklists listing steps for complying with selected state statutory or regulatory requirements. 

02/24/09

Three Tax Management Accounting Policy and Practice Portfolios from BNA

· BNA TM Accounting Policy and Practice Portfolios: Accounting by Partnerships (TMAPP-5209)

· BNA TM Accounting Policy and Practice Portfolios: Accounting for Income Taxes: Uncertain Tax Positions (FIN 48) (TMAPP-5002)

· BNA TM Accounting Policy and Practice Portfolios: Management’s Reporting on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting (TMAPP-5317)

BNA TM Accounting Policy and Practice Report–Archive (TM-APR-ARCH)

Archives of BNA's Accounting Policy and Practice Report articles older than 30 days. 

02/25/09

BNA TM Accounting Policy and Practice Portfolios: Accounts Receivable: Management and Analysis (TMAPP-5111) 

02/26/09

Congressional Accountability Office of Compliance (FHR-CAOC)

Decisions of the board of directors of the Office of Compliance regarding employment issues under the Congressional Accountability Act. 

Mergers and Acquisitions in China (BLC-MA)

Guide to Chinese business law from Thomson Reuters. 

Shareholder Agreements and Joint Ventures in China (BLC-SHARE)

Guide to Chinese business law from Thomson Reuters. 

17 NewsRoom™ databases

NewsRoom databases containing documents from local newspapers (e.g., North Jefferson News, a twice-weekly newspaper published in Gardendale, Ala.), trade publications (e.g., Defense Technology International, a monthly publication reporting on defense technology), and news services (e.g., Noticias Financieras, a financial news service covering Latin America). 

03/04/09

Berkeley Journal of Middle Eastern and Islamic Law (BJMEIL)

Law journal from the students of the University of California, Berkeley, School of Law.  

International Journal of Not-for-Profit Law (IJNPL)

Law journal published by the International Center for Not-for-Profit Law.  

03/10/09

Wake Forest Intellectual Property Law Journal (WFIPLJ)

Law journal from the students of Wake Forest University School of Law.  

Two Westlaw Topical Highlights databases

· Westlaw Topical Highlights–Gay Lesbian Bisexual Transgender Law (WTH-GLBT)

· Westlaw Topical Highlights–Native American Law (WTH-NAM)

03/12/09

Aspatore (ASPATORE)

Documents from selected Aspatore publications.  
03/18/09

Associated Press–All (AP-ALL)

Multibase containing AP Alert and other AP newswire databases on Westlaw. 

03/19/09

Nevada Construction Law (NVCONSTR)

Treatise from Thomson West. 

03/20/09

Credit Header Locator (EXP-LOC)

Person locator database based on Experian credit header data. 

03/23/09

International Trade Practice (INT-TR-PRAC)
Guide from Thomson West. 
Westlaw Database Name and Identifier Changes

03/13/09

Old: 
The Rutter Group–California Practice Guide: Federal Civil Procedure Before Trial (TRG-CAFEDCIVP)

New: 
Rutter Group Practice Guide: Federal Civil Procedure Before Trial, California and Ninth Circuit Editions (TRG-CAFEDCIVP)

Westlaw Database Removals

02/23/09

Dockets–Kansas–Sedgwick County Index (DOCK-KS-SEDGW)
02/24/09

Carry Concealed Weapons Permits–South Carolina (CCW-SC)

SEARCH TIP 

Can I create PeopleMap report if I only have the person’s license plate number?

Q: I want to create a Westlaw PeopleMap report on someone who was involved in a collision with my client in Illinois. The problem? The only information I was able to get from a witness was the vehicle’s license plate number—something I can’t type in the PeopleMap search template! Now what?

A: Here’s a quick and easy option: First, access the Motor Vehicle Records–Combined database (DMV-ALL) (if you prefer, you can click Motor Vehicle Records under Assets on the tabbed Public Records page) and run a search for the license plate number. If you retrieve several records, you might be able to rule out some records by factors such as the vehicle make, model, or color or the issuing state.

Next, while viewing the motor vehicle record of a likely match, select a name from the Create a People Map Report for drop-down list on the Links tab and click Go. A PeopleMap display is created for you. There’s no need to run a second search!

West Reference Materials
Read about, view, and order new reference materials.

Retrieving Dockets on Westlaw
Four-page quick reference guide, revised February 2009

Material #RM169145

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6914-5/RM169145/productdetail.aspx
 

Viewing Graphical Bills
Two-page quick reference guide, published February 2009

Material #40834524

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6931-5/40834524/productdetail.aspx
 

Using Westlaw CourtExpress® 

10-page guide, revised February 2009

Material #RM169135

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6913-5/RM169135/productdetail.aspx
West Case Timeline™ Installation Guide
Three-page quick reference guide, published March 2009

Material #RM169325

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6932-5/RM169325/productdetail.aspx
 

West Case Timeline Trial Version Installation and Quick Reference Guide
Eight-page quick reference guide, published March 2009

Material #RM169285

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6928-5/RM169285/productdetail.aspx
 

West Case Timeline User Guide
34-page guide, published March 2009

Material #40854626

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6935-5/40854626/productdetail.aspx
 

West Case Timeline Viewer Installation and Quick Reference Guide
Three-page quick reference guide, published March 2009

Material #RM169305

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6930-5/RM169305/productdetail.aspx
Westlaw Patents
Eight-page guide, published February 2009

Material #RM169345

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6934-5/RM169345/productdetail.aspx
Westlaw PeopleMap
Eight-page quick reference guide, published February 2009

Material #40832107

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6927-5/40832107/productdetail.aspx
Search all available Westlaw reference materials

To search Westlaw reference materials by title, material number, or key word, go to http://west.thomson.com/store/AdvancedSearch.aspx. 

 

