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LIBRARIAN RELATIONS 
Expert Evaluation Reports: Their expert’s back story
Q: My organization represents a school district currently fighting a lawsuit stemming from a swimming pool accident. I see that the plaintiff has retained as an expert Thomas Ebro, whom the plaintiff describes as an “aquatic safety expert.” What are the best databases to search in order to learn what I can about Ebro’s background, litigation history, biases, and likely testimony—without spending all my time on this?

A: Instead of searching databases, retrieve Mr. Ebro’s Expert Evaluator Report on Westlaw. An Expert Evaluator Report typically contains information such as the following:

· case types, jury verdict award ranges, judges, and attorneys in cases in which the expert appeared

· the expert’s areas of expertise

· clients who have retained the expert in past litigation

· the courts and jurisdictions in which the expert has testified

· how many times the expert testified for plaintiffs or defendants

The report also contains links to full-text court documents, including trial testimony and affidavits on file. To retrieve court documents applicable to the filters you have applied, click Expert Document List in the left frame.

How do Expert Evaluator Reports save you time? There are at least two ways:

· It’s easy to retrieve the correct report: At the Expert Evaluator Reports search template, simply type the expert’s name in the text boxes and click Search Westlaw. (To access the template, click Expert Evaluator Reports at the Westlaw Site Map, on the tabbed Expert or Litigation page, or on the Links tab of the expert’s profile.)

· It’s easy to read the report: The information in an Expert Evaluator Report is presented not as a narrative, but as a series of intuitive tables you can scan quickly. (For example, it takes mere seconds to determine that in the vast majority of cases, Mr. Ebro testifies for the plaintiff.) You can add filters or break down case types with a simple mouse-click.

==

NewsRoom: More mileage for your news search
The modern newsroom may be shrinking, but NewsRoom continues to expand. 

The following Gannett newspapers, which are among the top 100 U.S. newspapers, were just added to NewsRoom on Westlaw. The database name and identifier and beginning date of coverage for each newspaper are listed below: 

· Arizona Republic (Phoenix, Ariz.) (ARIZREPUB) (Coverage begins with January 1999.)

· Cincinnati Enquirer (Cincinnati, Ohio) (CINC-ENQ) (Coverage begins with January 1999.)

· Courier Journal (Louisville, Ky.) (COURJ) (Coverage begins with November 2002.)

· Democrat and Chronicle (Rochester, N.Y.) (DEMCHR) (Coverage begins with December 2002.)

· Des Moines Register (Des Moines, Iowa) (DMREG) (Coverage begins with November 2002.)

· Honolulu Advertiser (Honolulu, Hawaii) (HONADV) (Coverage begins with January 1999.)

· Journal News (Westchester, N.Y.) (JOURNALNEWS) (Coverage begins with May 2002.)

· News Journal (Wilmington, Del.) (NEWSJRNL) (Coverage begins with December 2002.)

· Tennessean (Nashville, Tenn.) (TNNHVL) (Coverage begins with January 1999.)

Over the coming months, we will be adding a total of 92 Gannett publications, including nine defense dailies. 

==

WESTLAW CONTENT
Social Security disability law and procedure: untangling the mess

When your firm is litigating a Social Security disability claim, it faces at least two obstacles:

· “The process for receiving Social Security disability benefits is complicated and technical and does not always involve common sense.” Daniel J. Siegel, Don’t Overlook Social Security, Legal Intelligencer, Nov. 9, 2000, at 5.
· Federal judges often view Social Security appeals “as insignificant or undeserving of great consideration.” Kelly Huntley, “To Review or Not to Review?”—That Is the Question: Interpreting New Evidence in Social Security Disability Claims in the Third Circuit, 47 Vill. L. Rev. 1089, 1115 (2002). 

Accordingly, you’ll want the newly released Social Security Disability Law and Procedure in Federal Court database (SSFEDCT) nearby. 

SSFEDCT contains the full text of Social Security Disability: Law and Procedure in Federal Court, professor Carolyn Kubitschek’s comprehensive practice guide that has been cited as authority in at least a dozen federal court opinions. The database covers all aspects of Social Security disability litigation and is current through the 2009 edition. New sections cover such topics as the evaluation of chronic fatigue syndrome and the availablity of fees under the Equal Access to Justice Act.
You can use the Table of Contents service to quickly browse the contents and retrieve relevant sections by clicking section names. Sections typically include links to full-text cited sources and to the West Key Number Digest.

==

Westlaw Patents + Thomson Innovation: Access points come to you

As we reported in our last issue, the new Westlaw Patents + Thomson Innovation offering means that at every stage of the patent process—from prior art research and innovation through assertion of patent rights—your patent work will be smarter, faster, and more complete.

So how do you access Thomson Innovation? You can get there via a convenient link during your Westlaw session.

Click Link to Thomson Innovation under Patents, Applications, and Assignments on the tabbed Patent Counsel, Intellectual Property, or Westlaw Patents page. After you click the link, a page is displayed that indicates that your Westlaw hourly billing is suspended. 

If you do not subscribe to Thomson Innovation, this page states that access is not included in your current subscription. You can click Learn More About Thomson Innovation for information on subscribing. If you already subscribe to Thomson Innovation, you can click a button to continue to the Thomson Innovation Patent Search page or return to Westlaw.

==

SECMFSP: Mutual fund sales dos and don’ts

Q: I need to research the requirements of National Association of Securities Dealers (NASD) Rule 2830(l), which governs compensation allowed after the sale of investment company securities. Where do I find this rule? And are KeyCite® citing references available? 

A: Rule 2830(l) can be found in the NASD Manual, which is available in the National Association of Securities Dealers (NASD) Manual database (NASD-MANUAL) on Westlaw. (In 2007, the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) was created that combines the enforcement operations of NASD and the New York Stock Exchange. The NASD rules continue to be effective.) To retrieve Rule 2830 or any other rule in the NASD Manual, access the NASD-MANUAL database and restrict your search to the caption field (ca): ca(2830). In the alternative, use the Table of Contents service to browse the contents of NASD-MANUAL and retrieve rules by clicking rule numbers. 

KeyCite citing references are not available for documents in NASD-MANUAL. However, you can retrieve citing authorities and analysis of NASD rules from the newly released Mutual Funds Sales Practices: A Practical Guide to FINRA, SEC, and Other Regulatory Requirements database (SECMFSP). SECMFSP contains the full text of Mutual Funds Sales Practices: A Practical Guide to FINRA, SEC, and Other Regulatory Requirements (current through June 2009), a practice guide by Thomas Lemke and Gerald Lins that explains the regulatory requirements applicable to broker-dealers and others who sell mutual funds. 

A good way to retrieve analysis of a rule—even a key subsection in many instances—is to restrict your search to the title field (ti). For example, to retrieve analysis and citing references related to Rule 2830, subsection (l), access SECMFSP and type ti(2830(l)). The Table of Contents service is available for SECMFSP, as well. 

Westlaw databases: recent releases, name changes, and removals
Westlaw Database Releases

09/18/09

Carbonneau’s Arbitration in a Nutshell (ARBITRAT-NS)

09/22/09

Bankruptcy Forms Guide (BKR-BFG)

Forms from West’s Bankruptcy Desk Guide. 

Social Security Disability Law and Procedure in Federal Court (SSFEDCT)

West guide to trying Social Security disability claims in federal court. 

09/23/09

ABIX-ALL (ABIX-ALL)

Multibase of ABIX databases containing newspapers and business publications in Australia. 

Consumer Law: Sales Practices and Credit Regulation (CLSPCR)

West handbook covering protection of consumer rights in the marketplace. 

09/24/09

82 NewsRoom databases, including

•  Arizona Republic (Phoenix, Ariz.) (ARIZREPUB)

•  Emerging Markets Economic Outlook (EMERGNGMECO)

•  Irish Daily Mail (IRISHDLYMAIL)

•  Power Today (POWERTODAY)

•  Tennessean (Nashville, Tenn.) (TNNHVL)

09/25/09

BNA TM US Income Portfolios: First-Year Expensing and Additional Depreciation (TMFEDPORT-532)

Tax Management portfolio covering first-year expensing and additional depreciation deductions available for selected properties.  

09/29/09

Chinese (Taiwan) Yearbook of International Law and Affairs (CHINYILA)

Papers in contemporary Asian studies published by the Chinese (Taiwan) Society of International Law. 

CCH

Nine CCH databases

•  CCH ABA Compliance Audit Manual (CCH-ABACAM)

•  CCH Bank Compliance Guide (CCH-BCGD)

•  CCH Civil False Claims and Qui Tam Actions (CCH-CFCQTA)

•  CCH Credit Consumer Guide (CCH-CCGD)

•  CCH Financial Privacy Law Guide (CCH-FPLGD)

•  CCH In Search of Open Skies (CCH-ISOS)

•  CCH Insurance Law Reports: Personal and Commercial Liability (CCH-INSLRPCL)

•  CCH Mortgage Compliance Guide (CCH-MCGD) 

•  CCH Pensions and Deferred Compensation Guide (CCH-PDCOMP)

Survey Checklists–Banking (SURV-CHECK-BANK)

Survey Checklists–Health Care (SURV-CHECK-HLTH)

Survey Checklists–Insurance (SURV-CHECK-INS)

Checklists that provide instructions on how to complete specified tasks based on statutory or regulatory requirements. 

09/30/09

Dockets–Illinois–Sangamon County (DOCK-IL-SANGAMON)

Docket information for cases filed in the Seventh Judicial Circuit Court, Sangamon County, Ill. 

10/01/09

Criminal Law Forum (CLFORUM)

Journal of Housing Law (JHL)

International Journal of Law in the Built Environment (LITBE)

10/05/09

Comparative Law of International Arbitration, 2d (CLINTARB)

Sweet & Maxwell treatise that compares procedural rules of arbitration in several European countries.  

Expert Determination, 4th (EXPERTDET)

Sweet & Maxwell guide to qualifications, appointment, and duties of experts in legal proceedings. 

Handbook of ICC Arbitration, 2d (HBICCARB)

Guide to practice before the International Court of Arbitration. 

International Agency, Distribution, and Licensing Agreements, 5th (IADALA)

Sweet & Maxwell guide to negotiating and drafting agency, distribution, and licensing agreements in international settings (the European Union, Australia, Brazil, Dubai, India, Japan, Russia, and the United States).
Russell on Arbitration, 23d (RUSSELLARB)

Step-by-step guide to the arbitration process in England from Sweet & Maxwell. 

World Copyright Law (WCOPYLAW)

Sweet & Maxwell treatise providing analytical commentary on copyright law in the European Community and other nations around the world. 
10/02/09

Dobbs’ Hornbook on Remedies (REMEDIES-HB)

Review of remedies principles. 

10/06/09

Dockets–Florida–Walton County (DOCK-FL-WALTON)

Docket information for civil cases, including probate, family law, and small claims cases filed in the First Judicial Circuit Court, Walton County, Fla. 

Stanford Journal of Animal Law and Policy (STNJALP)

Online journal from Stanford Law School. 

Texas Practice Series: West’s Texas Elements of an Action (TXPRAC-EA)

Basic steps in drafting petitions and answers, including county-specific requirements. 
10/07/09

Maryland FormFinder (MD-FORMFINDER)

Maryland-specific transactional and litigation forms, checklists, and clauses from secondary sources and statutes on Westlaw. 
Business Laws of Colombia (BLCOLOMBIA)

Text from West explaining the basic parameters of foreign investment in Colombia. 

10/08/09

Dockets–Florida–Santa Rosa County (DOCK-FL-SANTROSA)

Docket information for civil and criminal cases filed in the First Judicial Circuit Court, Santa Rosa County, Fla. 

10/12/09

Problem Loan Workouts (PROBLOAN)

West treatise covering the law of bankruptcy and lender liability, including satisfactory workout strategies for debtors and creditors. 

10/15/09

Stratton: Annotated Patent Act (STRATTON-PATENT)

Annotated text of the Canadian Patent Act. 

Missouri Boat Registrations (BOATS-MO)

Motor Vehicle Records–Missouri (DMV-MO)

(Release of these databases was delayed to October 15, 2009.)

10/16/09

Nine CCH databases

· CCH Bankruptcy Law Reporter (CCH-BKLR)

· CCH Business and the Environment (CCH-BUSENV)

· CCH Computer and Internet News Alert (CCH-CINA)

· CCH Federal Telecommunications Law (CCH-TELECOML)

· CCH International Encyclopaedia of Laws: Cyber Law (CCH-IELCYL)

· CCH Law of Electronic Commerce (CCH-LAWEC)

· CCH Practitioner’s Perspective Column (CCH-PRACPC)

· CCH Scott on Multimedia Law (CCH-SCOTML)

· CCH Scott on Outsourcing Law and Practice (CCH-SCOTOL)

10/26/09

Uniform Commercial Code–Article 2–Sales (UCC-SALES)

Text of, and official commentary from, Article 2 (Sales) of the Uniform Commercial Code. 

Westlaw Database Name and Identifier Changes

10/16/09

Old: 
Profiler–Profiles of All Professionals (PROFILER-PROF)

New:
Profiler–Profiles of All Professionals (PROFILER-ALLPLUS)

10/20/09

Old: 
NeXus: A Journal of Opinion (NEXJOP)

New:
NeXus: Chapman’s Journal of Law and Policy (NEXCJLP)

SEARCH TIP 

How do I hunt down materials on the new Bankruptcy Code means test?

Q: How can I retrieve case law and practice materials related to the means test (11 U.S.C.A. § 707 (b)(2)) enacted by the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005?

A: The easiest way to retrieve cases related to the means test is to search the recently released Federal Bankruptcy–Cases–Means Test database (FBKR-CS-MT). That’s because

· all cases in your result will deal with issues pertinent to the means test; and

· the search template provides user-friendly check boxes and drop-down lists to restrict your search to specific subtopics, jurisdictions, and date ranges.

For example, to retrieve means test–related cases from the Eighth Circuit that involve issues related to vehicle ownership or housing expenses, access FBKR-CS-MT, choose Eighth Circuit from the Circuit drop-down list and select the Vehicle Ownership or Housing Expenses (Non-Secured) check box. Then click Search Westlaw. Coverage begins with November 2005.

To retrieve forms related to the means test, access the just-released Bankruptcy Forms Guide database (BKR-BFG), a compilation of more than 800 forms from the Bankruptcy Desk Guide. Then run a Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search. You can also use the Table of Contents service to browse the contents and retrieve relevant forms by clicking form names. BKR-BFG is currrent through the September 2009 revision.

West Reference Materials
Read about, view, and order new reference materials.

Como empezar con Westlaw Correctional Facilities 

Two-page quick reference guide, revised September 2009

Material #40905565

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7086-5/40905565/productdetail.aspx
 

Comparing State Regulations 

Two-page quick reference guide, revised September 2009

Material #RM161905

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6190-5/RM161905/productdetail.aspx
 

Comparing State Statutes
Two-page quick reference guide, revised September 2009

Material #RM162125

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6212-5/RM162125/productdetail.aspx
 

Court Orders on Westlaw
Four-page quick reference guide, revised September 2009

Material #RM163995

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6399-5/RM163995/productdetail.aspx
 

Court Transcripts on Westlaw 

Two-page quick reference guide, revised October 2009

Material #RM168615

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6861-5/RM168615/productdetail.aspx
 

Evaluating Litigation Experience on Westlaw
Eight-page quick reference guide, revised September 2009

Material #RM164745

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6474-5/RM164745/productdetail.aspx
 

Finding and Evaluating Expert Witnesses on Westlaw
Four-page quick reference guide, revised August 2009

Material #40904525

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7082-5/40904525/productdetail.aspx
 

Four Easy Ways to Retrieve Regulations 

Four-page quick reference guide, revised September 2009

Material #RM168285

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6828-5/RM168285/productdetail.aspx
 

Getting Started with ENFLEX® 

Eight-page quick reference guide, revised August 2009

Material #40905566

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7081-5/40905566/productdetail.aspx
 

Getting Started with Westlaw Correctional Facilities
Two-page quick reference guide, revised September 2009

Material #40905564

 
http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7083-5/40905564/productdetail.aspx
Judicial Reversal Reports
Eight-page quick reference guide, published October 2009

Material #RM170765

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7076-5/RM170765/productdetail.aspx
 

Jury Instructions on Westlaw 

Two-page quick reference guide, revised September 2009

Material #RM154955

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-5495-5/RM154955/productdetail.aspx
Legal Due Diligence Reports
Two-page quick reference guide, revised September 2009

Material #RM168685

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6868-5/RM168685/productdetail.aspx
 

Patent Profiler
Two-page quick reference guide, published September 2009

Material #RM170125

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7012-5/RM170125/productdetail.aspx
 

Retrieving Prior Versions of Statutes 

Two-page quick reference guide, revised September 2009

Material #RM161785

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6178-5/RM161785/productdetail.aspx
 

Trial Court Filings on Westlaw 

Two-page quick reference guide, revised September 2009

Material #RM167395

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6739-5/RM167395/productdetail.aspx
 

Using KeyRules on Westlaw 

Two-page quick reference guide, revised September 2009

Material #RM167255

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6725-5/RM167255/productdetail.aspx
 

Using West km® for Transactions
Four-page quick reference guide, published September 2009

Material #RM167815

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6781-5/RM167815/productdetail.aspx
 

WestCheck® User Manual 

83-page user guide, revised September 2009

Material #40901621

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7091-5/40901621/productdetail.aspx
 

West km for Transactions User Guide, Version 4.5 

36-page user guide, published August 2009

Material #RM167225

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6722-5/RM167225/productdetail.aspx
Westlaw Guide for Corporate Professionals 

59-page user guide, revised August 2009

Material #40892655

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7074-5/40892655/productdetail.aspx
 

Westlaw Watch® for Administrators
12-page quick reference guide, revised September 2009

Material #RM163535

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-6353-5/RM163535/productdetail.aspx
 

West’s Capitol WatchSM 
36-page user guide, published September 2009

Material #40892657

 

http://west.thomson.com/productdetail/1-7090-5/40892657/productdetail.aspx
Search all available Westlaw reference materials

To search Westlaw reference materials by title, material number, or key word, go to http://west.thomson.com/store/AdvancedSearch.aspx. 

 

