Medical research that won’t hurt a bit

The new Medical Litigator™ helps you avoid the pain of medical information searches.

Medical research is a phrase that strikes fear in many a litigator. And no wonder: Medical information is notoriously hard to find if your name doesn’t end with M.D. Nor is medical information easy to understand—let alone explain to clients and jurors.

Enter Medical Litigator. Medical Litigator is the new one-stop resource for medical information on Westlaw®. It provides quick access to a complete library of medical resources normally available to the medical profession, as well as a wide range of legal and news sources essential in medical malpractice, personal injury, and products liability practice. With a single search, you can retrieve full-text medical journals and abstracts, medical illustrations, Physicians’ Desk Reference entries, descriptions from medical encyclopedias, Food and Drug Administration documents, judicial opinions and administrative decisions, jury verdict and settlement summaries, briefs, disciplinary decisions, news articles, and more.

Perhaps the best part: Thanks to sophisticated assisted-search features, you can find the right information without having to

· choose sources or databases

· formulate Terms and Connector queries

· know cutting-edge medical terminology

· know generic names of pharmaceuticals

Just go to a single access point (i.e., the tabbed Medical Litigator page on Westlaw); type a description of a medical event, drug, treatment, or cause of injury, e.g., heart attack toprol; then click Search. 

Then stand back.

You retrieve a single page with links to documents, organized under information categories such as Drug/Device Guides and Summaries, Healthcare Industry Information, and Medical Illustrations. Click a link, and you go right to the full-text document. To retrieve additional documents not listed at the result page, click view all next to a category name. Everything you need is brought together in one user-friendly location.

All of a sudden, you are more prepared to

· evaluate medical issues and claims

· decide whether to represent a client on a particular matter related to medical malpractice, insurance, biotechnology, patents, or products liability

· communicate with medical experts

· cross-examine medical experts

· explain medical terms to clients and other laypersons

Your search result is based not only on the terms you entered, but also on scientific terminology, generic drug names, and other terms provided for you behind the scenes via a new thesaurus-driven Westlaw search engine. It doesn’t matter if you had typed heart attack rather than myocardial infarction or toprol rather than the generic drug name metoprolol. You get the right information either way. (For extra precision, Medical Litigator provides you with a list of medical concepts directly related to your search terms. You can select any of these additional terms to include in your search.)

To use Medical Litigator, select the tabbed Medical Litigator page on Westlaw. Click Add/Remove Tabs at the top of any page and follow the on-screen instructions. To speak with a West reference attorney about Medical Litigator, call 1-800-207-WEST (1-800-207-9378), then dial extension 68122 when prompted.
==

American Maritime Cases sets sail

You can now use Westlaw to search this respected maritime case reporter all the way back to 1923.

On February 28, 2007, the complete set of American Maritime Cases (AMC)—a respected specialty reporter publishing selected international, federal, state, and administrative maritime decisions since 1923—made its long-anticipated release. 

Why all the buzz? For starters, maritime law is much more than just the Exxon Valdez case and a handful of obscure seaport disputes. Maritime cases may involve workers’ compensation issues, contract litigation over misdelivered or damaged goods, employment disputes, boat and jet ski accidents, and a host of other matters. Maritime industries contribute more than a trillion dollars to the annual gross domestic product, and more than 95 percent of U.S. commerce is carried through seaports. Maritime law has a presence in 44 states (maritime, after all, refers to navigable waters, not just oceans). More than 8,000 practitioners are listed in the West Legal Directory®–Admiralty database (WLD-ADMIR). 

Cases reported by AMC offer time-saving headnotes written by maritime attorneys. Moreover, when you search AMC cases in the American Maritime Cases database (AMC) on Westlaw, benefits such as the following can save you valuable time:

· Terms and Connectors or Natural Language searching

· KeyCite® history and citing references 

· ResultsPlus® functionality

· more than 80 years of AMC coverage—unsurpassed by other online providers

Furthermore, a large number of maritime- and admiralty-related court documents—briefs, pleadings, motions, and memoranda—are available on Westlaw but not on other online sources. You can retrieve these materials—as well as forms, practice guides, administrative and statutory materials, and other maritime and admiralty resources—via the tabbed Admiralty/Maritime page. To select the tabbed Admiralty/Maritime page for your Westlaw session, click Add/Remove Tabs at the top of any page and follow the on-screen instructions.

Bottom line: Westlaw now offers a complete solution—and a lot less runaround—for your maritime law matters.
The gold standard of copyright resources

With the Patry on Copyright database (PATRYCOPY), you can quickly search or browse the most comprehensive copyright law resource ever written.
By any measure, the seven-volume, 5,500-page Patry on Copyright is a massive work. The treatise has been described as “unarguably the most complete analysis of copyright law, past and present, that has ever been published.” E. Leonard Rubin, Concise, Complete, Fun—on Copyright Law?, Chi. Daily L. Bull., Feb. 6, 2007, at 2. The forward is by Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, whose majority opinion in the landmark Harper & Row Publishers, Inc. v. Nation Enterprises repeatedly cites William Patry. Patry discusses all areas of copyright law and provides invaluable legislative history on the key statutes (he once served as copyright counsel to the House Judiciary Committee). He offers valuable circuit-by-circuit analysis in several areas, including remedies and the design of useful articles. His extensive treatment of remedial, jurisdictional, choice of law, and international issues is unparalleled in other publications. 

As of February 19, 2007, Patry on Copyright can be searched on Westlaw in the PATRYCOPY database. Like most treatise databases on Westlaw, PATRYCOPY can be searched using the Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search method. You can also use the Table of Contents service to browse headings and retrieve sections by clicking section names. 

Search example

To retrieve sections that discuss Ninth Circuit approaches to similarity issues, you could restrict your Terms and Connectors search to the title (ti) and prelim (pr) fields, e.g., ti,pr(9th /2 circuit & similar!). 

Search example

To retrieve sections that discuss the fair use defense for library photocopying, click the Natural Language tab at the PATRYCOPY Search page and type a Natural Language description of the issue in the Search text box, e.g., when does library photocopying constitute fair use. 

Sections typically contain West topic and key numbers and links to the Custom Digest. You can use these links to retrieve additional case law discussing the issue. 

For more information or search assistance, call the West Reference Attorneys at 1-800-REF-ATTY (1-800-733-2889).

==

Real Property Practitioner page: Everyday tasks just got shorter

There are some features and sources on Westlaw that are perfect for the scholar working on a law review article. 

But the tabbed Real Property Practitioner page isn’t one of them. 

Instead, this page is designed for the overworked real property attorney to use for routine tasks such as document drafting, client intake, and due diligence. The Resources section in the right frame contains links to materials real property practitioners need regularly. Where possible, these resources are specific to the state you designate. (Click Edit in the Resources section to change the state designation.) This page gives quick access to state-specific practice guides, statutes, model construction codes, business directories, and tax assessor and transaction records—records from which you can access in-depth reports for determining property value, ownership, and wide-ranging property details.  

Moreover, the page offers instant access to thousands of forms. 

Like other Practitioner pages, the Real Property Practitioner page contains Forms Finder links. The Forms Finder Search page contains a Limit by Topic list box and Document Type and Jurisdiction check boxes, which make it easy to retrieve state-specific or general forms, clauses, and checklists that pertain to a specific topic. In addition, the Real Property Practitioner page can help you search an individual forms collection or several collections at once, retrieve Securities and Exchange Commission filings to use as model documents, or browse the many commercial real estate forms in the Business Transactions Solution database (BTS). (Click Real Property Transactions with Expert Analysis to access the BTS table of contents.)

To select the Real Property Practitioner page, click Add/Remove Tabs at the top of any page and follow the on-screen instructions. 

==

I have an Internal Revenue Code number. Now what?

With the RIA® Internal Revenue Code database (RIA-IRC), you can hit the ground running in no time—perhaps without even writing a query. 

Suppose your new project involves an Internal Revenue Code (IRC) section unfamiliar to you. In such a situation, you wouldn’t start with the most exhaustive analysis on hand. All you would want is a good working knowledge of the section so you can get your work done. 

And you would want it fast. 

When the IRC section number is all you know, the RIA-IRC database is where to start. Here are three reasons why:

No query is necessary.

When you use the RIA-IRC search template, you don’t need to waste time fine-tuning a query. Access the database by typing ria-irc in the Search these databases text box. Click the Template tab, type the section number in the IRC Section text box, and click Search Westlaw. 

Related regulations, explanations, and other materials are a mouse-click away.

Nor do you need to waste time searching for materials to help you interpret and apply the section. Links to Treasury regulations, United States Tax Reporter (USTR) explanations, USTR annotations, USTR committee reports, and Federal Tax Coordinator summaries are automatically displayed at the bottom of the Links tab. For example, if you are viewing IRC section 1245, you can click USTR Explanations to retrieve links to six explanations relating to depreciation recapture. All without touching your keyboard.

Related explanations are quick to read.

Furthermore, those explanations are easy to read, even if the Code section is not. You can quickly skim the list of explanations for topics most relevant to your issue and read one explanation—or several—in a few minutes. In addition, lists of related explanations and the like are typically of a manageable size; e.g., section 501 has links to only 35 related regulations and 48 explanations (not 4,800).

After all, you aren’t writing a dissertation. You just need to get up to speed.

==

“I don’t know my database ID!” 

Solution: Use the Search these databases text box anyway.

Suppose you need to search Fort Lauderdale’s major daily newspaper. Further suppose you don’t know the correct Westlaw database identifier to type in the Search these databases text box. 

Worse, you can’t even remember the name of the newspaper. 

How would you access this database? Here’s a fast way: In the Search these databases text box, type all or part of the database name or a description of the database, e.g., fort lauderdale fl newspaper. Then click Go. 

A list of the databases most closely matching the concepts in your description is displayed. Use the check boxes to select the databases you want to search. Then click OK. 

You may never need to remember another identifier.

==

Automatic sign-off extended for inactive Westlaw sessions

Previously, if you were using the hourly pricing method, your Westlaw session automatically ended after 30 minutes of inactivity. As of March 15, 2007, your Westlaw session doesn’t automatically end until after 45 minutes of inactivity. You can get more information by clicking Updated Session Sign Off Periods at the Westlaw sign-on page. In the alternative, click Help at the top of any Westlaw page, and then click Sign Off FAQs in the Help Center.

==

