The sections “next door”

When viewing a statute or regulation on Westlaw, you can easily see whether an adjacent (or nearby) section applies.

Suppose you’re searching the Code of Federal Regulations and you find a section that seems very relevant to your research issue. What’s the first thing you want to do? 

Peek at the nearby regulations, of course! 

After all, other regulations in the same chapter might be more suited to your issue—or reveal aspects of the subject matter that hadn’t occurred to you. That’s the case whether you are researching in print or online. 

If you are viewing a statute or regulation on Westlaw®, you have two ways to take a look at neighboring sections.

Viewing consecutive documents

You can view consecutive documents even if they weren’t retrieved by your search or Find request. For example, if you retrieve 26 C.F.R. § 20.2031-2 (Valuation of stocks and bonds), you can click Previous Section at the top of the document to view section 20.2031-1 (Definition of gross estate; valuation of property). You can continue to click Previous Section or Next Section to view other consecutive sections. To return to the document you originally retrieved, click Original Results in the left frame.

Using the Table of Contents service

For a bird’s-eye view, you can use the Table of Contents service to view the headings and section names of the surrounding chapter, subchapter, or part. 

While viewing the statute or regulation, click Table of Contents on the Links tab. The portion of the table of contents that references the section is displayed in the right frame. To view the sections surrounding it, use the scroll bar in the right frame. The name of the section you were viewing is highlighted. To view another section, click the section name. To browse the contents of other chapters, subchapters, or parts, click the plus (+) and minus (–) symbols. 

If you have questions about viewing consecutive documents or using the Table of Contents service, call the West Reference Attorneys at 1-800-REF-ATTY (1-800-733-2889).

==

Expert Search: The powerful Capitol Watch feature comes to Westlaw

One of the most popular features in West’s Capitol Watch is Expert Search, the easiest way available to retrieve pending legislation and regulations from one or more jurisdictions. You pick a jurisdiction and one of more than 1,500 topics. Expert Search supplies you with an expert-level query written by West attorney-editors and runs the search. 

Expert Search is now available on Westlaw. You can access Expert Search from any of the following tabbed pages on Westlaw:

· Banking Compliance

· Business Practitioner

· Corporate Governance

· Employment Practitioner

· Environmental Practitioner

· Insurance

· Insurance Compliance

· Insurance GC

· Legislative History–Federal

· Legislative History–State

To use Expert Search, click Expert Search or Customized Search under Pending Bills and Regulations in the left frame. A page of Expert Search topics is displayed. Click the topics and subtopics most closely related to your issue until you see a relevant subtopic with a Search icon (a magnifying glass) next to it. Click the link next to the Search icon. A page is displayed containing the expert-level query and a link you can use to change jurisdictions. Click Continue to run the search.

You retrieve bills and pending regulations—categorized by jurisdiction and document type—that satisfy your search. To help you browse your search result, use Locate. 

==

No surprises, please

With KeyCite® Alert, new citing references and pending legislation affecting your statute, regulation, or other document won’t escape your notice.

We don’t want to sound alarmist. But you know that statute you were researching last week? The one you thought resolved everything? 

That statute might recently have been—deep breath—repealed. (Or amended. Or held unconstitutional. Or had its validity otherwise called into doubt.) 

And not just the statute. Any state or federal statute, case, Code of Federal Regulations section, administrative ruling, agency release, or patent may have been weakened or changed without your knowing. How does a busy person like you remember to keep checking for new citing references or for proposed legislation that might affect the validity of an essential source? 

Answer: You don’t. That’s what KeyCite Alert is for. 

KeyCite Alert automatically monitors the status of cases, statutes, CFR sections, patents, administrative decisions, American Law Reports (ALR®) annotations, law review articles, and other materials and sends you updates when their KeyCite information (i.e., history or citing references) changes. When you create a KeyCite Alert entry, you specify how frequently your citation should be checked (you can have it checked every day, weekday, week, two weeks, or month). KeyCite Alert can deliver results to a printer, an e-mail address, or a fax machine, or it can download the results. 

To create a KeyCite Alert entry, click Alert Center at the top of any Westlaw page and then click Create in the KeyCite Alert section of the Alert Center Directory page. Type a citation, e.g., 26 usca 3402, in the Citation text box and click Go. At the KeyCite Alert: Create Entry page, select the type of history you want to include, e.g., Full History (Includes Legislative Updates), and specify whether you want to include citing references in the result. Change delivery settings as desired. Then click Save. You can now access the entry or delete it at the Alert Center Directory page.

If you are viewing the statute, regulation, case, or other document you want KeyCite Alert to monitor, you can simply click Monitor With KeyCite Alert on the Links tab in the left frame and follow the on-screen instructions to create an entry. 

KeyCite Alert notifies you if and when there are any changes to the document’s KeyCite result. 

Fewer bad surprises for you.

==

West eLearning Center: Free guidance on document drafting, experts, and Medical Litigator

Here’s an easy way to get more out of your Westlaw sessions: Use the West eLearning Center (www.westelearning.com) at your convenience. These self-paced lessons cover many aspects of Westlaw research, including using case evaluation tools, retrieving background information on a person or business, expanding your research with KeyCite and American Law Reports (ALR), and using Litigation History Reports. 

And they don’t cost you a thing.

As Westlaw has grown, so has the West eLearning Center. New material is now available on the following topics: 

Document Drafting: Three courses (two of them new) cover West BriefTools®, West CiteAdvisorsm, and Westlaw resources useful for drafting documents. 

Researching Experts: Two courses (one of them new) cover Expert Investigation Reports and other Westlaw resources for researching experts. 

Medical Litigator: Six courses (all new) cover all tabbed Westlaw pages related to Medical Litigator.

The few minutes you spend on these short lessons should pay off in more cost-effective and satisfying Westlaw sessions. Take as few or as many lessons as you like.

==

Unclaimed property: Now it won’t go unnoticed
Unclaimed property (unpaid wages, dividends, refunds, or other personal property considered lost or abandoned after a specific period of time) can affect many areas of the law, including probate, tax, bankruptcy, and corporate acquisitions. Unclaimed property records can also reveal connections between specific companies and individuals. 

Unclaimed property records are now available on Westlaw from the following states: Alaska, California, Maine, Minnesota, Nevada, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Texas, West Virginia, and Wisconsin. To search unclaimed property records in all available states, access the Unclaimed Property Combined database (UNCLAIMED-ALL). You can also search unclaimed property records from an individual state using the database identifier UNCLAIMED-XX, where XX is the state’s two-letter postal abbreviation. The user-friendly search template allows you to search by owner name (e.g., john smith; you don’t need to use connectors), street address, asset holder, asset type, and other criteria.

A record typically includes the name and known address of the property owner, a description and value of the property, and the name of the entity holding the property. (Caveat: Some property may be unclaimed because the address on file is incorrect.)

==

KeyRules now available for all U.S. bankruptcy courts

As one bankruptcy expert notes, “The proliferation of local bankruptcy rules means that attorneys who intend to practice before certain courts must expend time and effort to learn the local rules or hire local counsel familiar with the local practice.” Mary Josephine Newborn Wiggins, Globalism, Parochialism, and Procedure: A Critical Assessment of Local Rulemaking in Bankruptcy Court, 46 S.C. L. Rev. 1245, 1246–1247 (1995).

But that was before July 8, 2008—the date the KeyRules databases became available for the U.S. bankruptcy courts of all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 

Instead of hiring local counsel or spending hours in the library, you can now simply have KeyRules condense everything you need to know for a common bankruptcy procedure into a single easy-to-read document. This document includes analysis of applicable national and local bankruptcy rules, filing details, timing considerations, and a checklist of tasks, as well as links to forms and to the full text of all cited rules.

To access the search template for a particular state, type keyrules-xx-bkr (where xx is a state’s two-letter postal abbreviation) in the Search for a database text box in the left frame. Select a court, document type, and procedure using the drop-down lists and check boxes. Then click Search Westlaw. 

==

AMJUR-POF and COA: They’re defense tools, too

Q: I will soon meet our firm’s new client, the owner of a golf course where a patron was injured by an errant golf shot. Where can I find a short summary of possible defenses in such a case? I don’t have time to read a dissertation on this subject.

A: Try the American Jurisprudence Proof of Facts (AMJUR-POF) and Causes of Action (COA) databases. For example, you could access AMJUR-POF, select Natural Language as your search method, and type a description such as golf course defenses for errant golf shot.

Although these resources contain legal theories, checklists, sample pleadings, model examinations, and other materials helpful to plaintiffs, they may also summarize affirmative defenses (and related court rulings) and offer valuable defense considerations. Documents in both of these databases contain ResultsPlus® references and many cross-references, as well as citations and links to cases, American Law Reports annotations, law reviews, and other materials. In addition, links to AMJUR-POF and COA documents are often included in KeyCite citing references for cases, statutes, and law review articles. 

==

DDTRIALNB: What you need—right now—for your DUI case

Whether you’re preparing for your first drunk driving case or merely staying abreast of the latest DUI-related examinations and final arguments, you don’t have time to read exhaustive treatises. You need a research resource focused on the real-world needs of busy lawyers—a resource that gets right to the point.

The Drinking/Driving Trial Notebook database (DDTRIALNB) is one of those resources. 

DDTRIALNB contains the full text of Flem K. Whited’s Drinking/Driving Trial Notebook, a practice guide covering all phases of DUI litigation. To bring you up to speed fast, this guide emphasizes checklists, forms, and bite-sized explanations over scholarly analysis. When you search DDTRIALNB on Westlaw, you can use the Table of Contents service, an especially efficient way to browse the contents, breeze through key chapters, and retrieve documents by clicking section names. 

You can access DDTRIALNB at the tabbed DUI Practitioner page.

==

