DUI Practitioner: Here’s how it can make the difference

If you ever defend or prosecute drunk driving cases, you will want to know about the tabbed DUI Practitioner page on Westlaw®. This page provides easy access to primary authorities, practice guides, forms, and scientific manuals commonly needed in a drunk driving case.

Chemical Testing Device Cases database

Some of these materials can, in the right instance, make or break your case. For example, take the Chemical Testing Device Cases database (CHEMTEST-CS). 

Suppose you learn a client you are defending had his or her blood-alcohol level tested with a breath test instrument called the Intoxilyzer 5000EN and you want to see how courts have addressed its use. Access CHEMTEST-CS from the DUI Practitioner page by clicking Testing Device Cases in the Resources section. A search template is displayed, featuring the handy Testing Device or Manufacturer Name drop-down list. Select Intoxilyzer, CMI, Inc. from the drop-down list. Type 5000-en in the Device Model Number text box. Select one or more jurisdictions, if desired, using the check boxes. Then click Search Westlaw.

You retrieve a list of judicial opinions discussing the Intoxilyzer 5000EN. Near the top of the list is a January 2008 decision from the Court of Appeals of Kentucky, which held that the defense has the right to view the source code for the device. This is a vital ruling for the defense—and may be a vital precedent for your own case. (Note: Your results also contain an unpublished Minnesota case that reaches a different result.)

Handling Drunk Driving Cases 

The Handling Drunk Driving Cases database (HDRUNKDR) is another invaluable resource you can quickly access from the DUI Practitioner page.

When handling a drunk driving case, you need to know substantive law, lots of Byzantine procedures, and the most current technical and scientific information available. In other words, you’ll reach for an exhaustive and comprehensive resource such as Handling Drunk Driving Cases, a two-volume treatise covering everything from related charges to elements and defenses, permissible stops, pretrial considerations, field sobriety and chemical testing, and possible sources of error with commonly used technology. Nine chapters are devoted to tests, equipment, and related avenues of inquiry; two detailed chapters are devoted to the Intoxilyzer, Photo-Intoximeter, and Breathalyzer alone. Author Edward Fiandach is a former dean of the National College for DUI Defense and the first attorney in New York state to be approved by the American Bar Association as a board-certified DWI specialist. This treatise is now available on Westlaw in HDRUNKDR. 

For easy access, a link to the HDRUNKDR Search page is displayed on the tabbed DUI Practitioner page under DUI Practice Guides in the Resources section. You can use the Table of Contents service to browse the contents and retrieve relevant sections by clicking section names (click Table of Contents at the top of the HDRUNKDR Search page).

Other useful resources at the DUI Practitioner page include a state-specific forms finder, five chemical and field-testing manuals, and general and state-specific DUI practice guides.

For more information or search assistance, call the West Reference Attorneys at 1-800-REF-ATTY (1-800-733-2889).

==

Westlaw Compliance AdvisorSM: Legal compliance made simple

Here are two questions a legal compliance professional asks:

· What does my business client need to do in order to comply with the applicable law?

· How do I not spend all day finding out?

That’s why West created Westlaw Compliance Advisor. This newly released research service was designed for attorneys and other professionals working to keep companies in legal compliance (i.e., out of trouble). Although Westlaw Compliance Advisor can retrieve laws governing many industries, it offers an especially easy and intuitive way to retrieve statutes, regulations, and pending bills in the banking, health care, and insurance industries. This service can also retrieve forms, manuals, expert guidance, and industry news essential for daily practice. 

The key is simplicity. 

Westlaw Compliance Advisor offers you a choice of simplified, user-friendly interfaces. Some of these interfaces provide expert-level searches supplied for you by West attorney-editors. Some allow you to type descriptions in plain English. (Terms and Connectors searching and search templates are also available.) From one location—and with minimal searching—you can get rock-solid results. 

To access Westlaw Compliance Advisor, go to compliance.westlaw.com, type your Westlaw password and project ID in the text boxes, and click Sign On. To begin your research, click Capitol Watch or one of the industry links at the top of the page. 

Among the many materials you can retrieve quickly with Westlaw Compliance Advisor: Oden® summaries, National Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) materials, health care judicial and administrative decisions, Health Policy Tracking Service (HPTS) issue briefs and snapshots, iComply® forms, 50 State Surveys, the full text of federal and state bills and proposed regulations, and e-mail alerts.

Search example

Suppose you need to retrieve federal and Massachusetts law governing permissible prepayment fees for first lien mortgage loans and you know nothing about this area.

Access Westlaw Compliance Advisor, then click Banking at the top of the page and choose Mortgage Banking. The Navigator tab is displayed, which lists topics for which predefined searches are available; you can retrieve documents related to a topic simply by clicking the topic name. Click Permissible Fees. Click Mortgage Lenders: First Lien Mortgage Loans. Then click Prepayment Penalty Fees. 

Navigator runs an expert-level search supplied by West Reference Attorneys and displays a page of links to federal and state statutes and regulations that govern the topic in each jurisdiction. The effective date for each statute or rule is displayed in the last column.  To view the full text of a cited statute or regulation, click its citation.
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The future of Help

Have you ever used the Help feature on Westlaw, TWEN®, Westlaw Business, West CiteAdvisorSM, WestCheck®, or other West products? 

Then give it a try now—the Help feature just underwent a major overhaul. No matter which West product you use, you should find the Help feature more intuitive and user-friendly than before. Here are some of the changes you’ll notice immediately:

· Topical categories are displayed in a familiar “tree” format in the left frame. Click a topic name; a list of short articles within the topic is displayed in the right frame.

· Folders are displayed in the left frame for the West service (e.g., Westlaw) you are using. When using some West products, the West Research Assistance and West Technical Support knowledgebase folders are displayed as well.

· To search available knowledgebases or topical categories in the left frame using the Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search method, click Advanced Search at the top of the page. A search template is displayed in the right frame. 

· To print or download an article, determine when an article was last reviewed, or tell West whether the article solved your problem, click the Show Info icon in the upper-right corner of the article.

· To send feedback, click Feedback at the top of the page and type your comments in the text box provided. Provide your e-mail address, if desired. Then click Send.
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SURVEYS gets bigger, more current

The 50 State Surveys database (SURVEYS) just keeps growing. 

First, several surveys have been added to the database, including Right to Die:  Durable Power of Attorney, Euthanasia, Living Will; Stalking; and Illegal Drugs: Cocaine, with more on the way. 

Second, more than 40 surveys have become much more current, including surveys such as Medical Records, Civil Statutes of Limitation, Deceptive Trade Practices, and Theft of Identity. These surveys include content from National Survey of State Laws, 6th edition (published by Gale, a part of Cengage Learning) and are current through June 1, 2007. 

Search example

Not only is SURVEYS essential for comparing the laws of many states, the database can be a time-saving way to retrieve a quick summary of a single state’s laws governing a common topic. 

Suppose you were just assigned your first medical malpractice case. Is there a fast way to determine your state’s statute of limitations, as well as any cap on noneconomic damages that your state may have? Access the 50 State Surveys database (SURVEYS) and run a search such as non-economic /3 damages. Among the documents you retrieve is the Medical Malpractice–Tort Reform survey, which identifies the applicable statutes of limitation (including caps on noneconomic damages) of each state.
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Legal Opinion Letters Formbook: What do I type below the letterhead?
Suppose you’re a new lawyer and you need to send a legal opinion letter to your client or to a third party. After reviewing the file, gathering facts, and researching the law, you might wonder the following:

What do legal opinion letters look like, anyway? 

To quickly determine what goes into such documents, as well as the appropriate tone and level of detail to use, you might consult a form, such as those in the Legal Opinion Letters Formbook database (LOLFB) from Aspen Publishers, Inc. LOLFB allows you to search the full text of the Legal Opinion Letters Formbook, Second Edition, which contains legal opinion letters and related commentary from many legal areas, as well as analysis of guidelines from the American Bar Association, the TriBar Opinion Committee, and state bar associations. 

And you don’t even need to write a query: You can use the Table of Contents service to quickly browse the contents and retrieve documents by section name.

==

Stay close to the Trail

The Research Trail feature provides the fastest way to retrace your steps.

That case you retrieved 20 minutes ago didn’t look so helpful at first. But now (after 15 more searches), you want to go back and check that first case again. 

Time to hit the Trail, as it were.

Use the Research Trail feature on Westlaw to keep track of your research—from as far back as 14 days ago (and even earlier, if you click List of All Research Trails and then click Reset for a given trail). You can use the research trail to return to earlier searches and retrieved documents. Moreover, if you choose the transactional pricing method, you can return to research results from the current day until 2 a.m. the following day—at no charge. 

To access the research trail, click Research Trail at the top of any Westlaw page.

Another example: Proving your search retrieved nothing: Do you ever need documentation of having retrieved no documents from a specific search? When a search retrieves zero documents, that information is displayed in the research trail, too. To keep a record of your results in a specific research session, just e-mail the research trail to yourself before you sign off.
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All 50 USCA® titles—at your fingertips

Is there a way to retrieve a relevant section from this massive publication quickly? Here are a few ways.

Suppose you need sections of the United States Code Annotated® (USCA) that governs the duties of a credit reporting agency. Suppose you have no idea which title of the USCA applies.

Now what?

The United States Code Annotated database (USCA) on Westlaw contains features that can shrink this giant work to a manageable size. 

Table of Contents service

With the Table of Contents service, you can browse the headings of the entire publication in seconds, view potentially relevant sections by clicking section names, and determine—at a glance—whether nearby titles, chapters, or parts are worth investigating, too. To access the Table of Contents service for the USCA, click Table of Contents at the USCA Search page or on the Links tab for any USCA section you are viewing.

Statutes Index

You can browse or search an alphabetical index for a topic heading, e.g., Credit Reporting Agencies, and click the heading. Direct links to relevant USCA sections are displayed in an easy-to-scan list. Don’t worry if you didn’t choose the best heading on your first try: All subtopics and cross-references are displayed there, too, as well as user-friendly links to the full-text sections. To access the index for the USCA, click Statutes Index at the USCA Search page.

Caption (ca) and prelim (pr) field restrictions

A good way to get more relevant search results is to restrict your search by field, i.e., to search only for documents that contain your terms in the title, heading, or other portion you designate. Among the more useful fields for searching the USCA are the prelim (pr) and caption (ca) fields, which contain only the major statute headings and section titles. Terms that are central to a statute are likely to appear in those locations.
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