The Links tab: Scroll down for the good stuff!

The Links tab for a statute on Westlaw can bring you most of the materials you need to finish your research.

Suppose you needed the text of an Internal Revenue Code section, as well as proposed legislative changes, cases and statutes that affect the statute’s validity, related administrative decisions and regulations, all varieties of citing references, prior versions of the statute, legislative history documents from key points in the statute’s life, and treatises and other secondary sources that analyze the statute.

Where would you start?

In the old days, you had to go to the library and begin a massive hunt. Even in the recent past, you had to run careful searches in a variety of databases.

No longer. On Westlaw, once you’ve displayed the applicable section of the United States Code Annotated® (USCA®), the game is won. 

What’s on the Links tab?

Click the Links tab for the USCA section you are viewing. Links to a wide variety of resources are displayed. (Be sure to scroll all the way down the tab—many important links are near the bottom.) Click a link on the Links tab; citations and links to full-text documents are displayed in the right frame. 

For example, suppose you are viewing 26 U.S.C.A. § 512 and you want to retrieve Internal Revenue Service (IRS) decisions and releases in which the section is applied or interpreted. On the Links tab, click Agency Opinions and Decisions. Citations and links to IRS decisions, advice, and other documents are displayed in the right frame. KeyCite® status flags indicate which documents may no longer be good law.

Resources available from the Links tab typically include the following:

· History: Updating documents, proposed legislation, bill drafts, reports and related materials, credits, and historical and statutory notes.

· Citing References: Citations and links to federal and state cases, administrative decisions, Federal Register documents, secondary sources, briefs and other court documents, citing statutes and court rules, and administrative codes.

· KeyCite Alert: A service that automatically monitors the status of the statute and sends you updates when its KeyCite result changes.

· Table of Contents: A service that allows you to view the statute in the context of the sections surrounding it and to retrieve related sections.

· Versions: Prior versions of the statute.

· Cases: Links to the editorially selected notes of decisions for the statute, as well as to other opinions on Westlaw that cite the statute.
· ResultsPlus®: Legal encyclopedias, American Law Reports, and other secondary sources that discuss related issues.

· Law Reviews, American Law Reports, and Treatises and Forms: Forms and secondary sources that discuss the statute.

· Reports and Related Materials: Committee reports, Congressional Record transcripts, presidential messages, and other legislative history documents.

· Administrative Code: A one-click path to relevant federal and state administrative regulations.

· Federal Register: Rules and regulations from the Federal Register that are authorized by the statute or cite the statute.

· Agency Opinions and Decisions: IRS private letter rulings, revenue procedures, and other federal and state administrative documents that cite the statute.

For more information or search assistance, call the West Reference Attorneys at 1-800-REF-ATTY (1-800-733-2889).

==

The tabbed Subprime page: Subprime law and analysis without the runaround

The subprime mortgage mess is all over the news. You’d think it would be easy to use Westlaw to find resources such as the governing law, legal analysis, litigation documents, and news articles pertaining to subprime lending. In fact, you’d think that anything having to do with the subject would be in one convenient spot.

Thanks to the new tabbed Subprime page, you’d be right.

For litigators and other professionals in the field, the Subprime page is a major time saver. No longer do you have to scour the Westlaw Directory for relevant databases (few of which contain the words banking or subprime in the name). On the new Subprime page, a wide variety of essential materials—cases and court filings, banking statutes and regulations, summaries of federal and state mortgage lending laws, public records, analytical materials, and more—are gathered together in one place. 

In addition, the page offers instant access to the following:

· the table of contents of almost 100 major federal statutes and regulations

· more than 40 multistate statutory and regulatory surveys

· search pages for searching several mortgage and banking publications simultaneously

· current federal and state banking compliance updates

· articles from Andrews Bank and Lender Liability Litigation Reporter and other current awareness materials

Select the Subprime page as you would any other tabbed page on Westlaw: Click Add/Remove Tabs at the top of any Westlaw page and click Subprime in the Topical section of the Manage Tabs page.

==

Search for Key Numbers tool: Don’t go home empty-handed!

Thanks to the Search for Key Numbers tool, you have a hassle-free way to retrieve key numbers assigned to cases in your jurisdiction. You can even use this tool to retrieve a list of jurisdiction-specific headnotes classified under a key number simply by clicking that key number. 

But what if no cases containing that key number exist in your jurisdiction? No problem.

As of April 2008, a Search for Key Numbers result contains key numbers from cases in the jurisdiction you selected plus as many as 10 additional key numbers from cases in other jurisdictions. The key numbers from these cases are in a new section called Additional Results from All Jurisdictions. As with the key numbers from your jurisdiction, you can click one of the additional key numbers to retrieve a list of headnotes and links to the full-text opinions. In addition, a Search for Key Numbers result now contains a ResultsPlus list that includes references to American Law Reports (ALR®), American Jurisprudence 2d, and other analytical materials.

Bottom line: You can use this tool to retrieve relevant case law that might persuade a court—even in the absence of binding precedent.

Example

Suppose your client was injured by a foul ball while watching a baseball game in South Carolina and you need relevant judicial opinions on liability. Access the Search for Key Numbers tool (click Key Numbers at the top of any Westlaw page), type liability for foul ball injuries to spectator in the text box, select South Carolina as the jurisdiction, and click Search.

You retrieve key numbers from South Carolina cases, followed by several more key numbers from other state and federal jurisdictions. One of these additional key numbers is 315Tk109(2): Public Amusement and Entertainment>Injury from game, performance or activity>Balls, bats and pucks. Click the key number to retrieve a list of headnotes and links to the full-text opinions from other jurisdictions. 

In addition, you retrieve a ResultsPlus list that includes a link to the ALR annotation Liability to Spectator at Baseball Game Who Is Hit by Ball or Injured As Result of Other Hazards of Game.

==

Federal legislative history—a jump ahead

Legislative history research got much easier when the U.S. GAO Federal Legislative Histories database (FED-LH)—and its intuitive, time-saving features—was released on Westlaw. If you know the public law number, bill number, name of the act, or other identifying information, you can retrieve all available legislative history documents (including Congressional Record documents, hearing transcripts, and presidential signing statements) in a matter of moments.

The coverage of FED-LH has been growing steadily. Links to FED-LH results are now displayed on the Links tab for selected U.S. public laws, on selected Reports and Related Materials displays, and on selected Graphical Statutes® timelines. Access to FED-LH is currently available from 12 tabbed pages, including the Legislative History–Federal, Librarians, and Litigation pages. Compiled histories are available for more than 3,500 public laws enacted between 1978 and 1995. (Recent additions include public laws that amend major acts governing federal taxation, veterans’ compensation, and solid waste disposal.)

FED-LH will grow exponentially in the near future: Over the next four years, more than 20,000 compiled histories will become available, with nearly 1 million PDF documents to be available from as early as 1915. 

==

KeySearch®: Are your search terms too common?

Q: I want basic information to help me determine which parties are entitled to appeal orders in my state (New York). Here’s the problem: Every word that might describe my issue is common (e.g., party, appeal, and order). As a result, my results are enormous, even when searching secondary sources. Help!

A: Even when your search terms are common words, effective queries may exist that retrieve results of a manageable size. If your own queries have been unsuccessful, try one of the thousands of expert-level queries already available in KeySearch. KeySearch can be especially useful when running difficult searches.

In this example, access KeySearch by clicking Key Numbers at the top of any Westlaw page and then clicking KeySearch under Browse Key Numbers. Click Civil Procedure. Click Appeal and Review, then click Persons Entitled to Appeal. At the KeySearch search page, select Encyclopedias and Treatises and select New York Practice Series from the corresponding drop-down list. Click Search. You retrieve 37 documents (not 3,700).

==

MABSL: Are you prepared for post-bubble litigation?

“The quiet times are over for securities litigators,” says the legal press. “The subprime mortgage meltdown has spurred a record number of investor class actions and other litigation, and attorneys and researchers say this is just the tip of the iceberg.” Kimberly Atkins, The Subprime Mortgage Meltdown Hits Securities Law, Minn. Law., Mar. 17, 2008.

If you want to be (or already are) involved in this wave of litigation, be sure to consult the Mortgage and Asset Backed Securities Litigation Handbook, a comprehensive source of expert guidance for effectively litigating an asset- or mortgage-backed securities case. The full text of this publication is contained in the newly released Mortgage and Asset Backed Securities Litigation Handbook database (MABSL) on Westlaw. MABSL explains securitization (including how it affects claims by or against a client) and discusses loan origination and servicing, trust representation, pre- and post-securitization claims, borrower litigation, and rating agency claims. 

You can search MABSL using the Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search method or use the Table of Contents service to browse the contents and retrieve sections by section name.

==

West Reference Attorney tips: Get them without signing off from Westlaw

Once upon a time, the West Reference Attorneys would post tips on various Westlaw features and research tasks (e.g., retrieving federal airworthiness directives) on a West intranet site. Now these tips are available to you—and you don’t even have to surf for them.

As of April 2008, you can retrieve, view, or print West Reference Attorney tips in the course of your Westlaw session. Start by clicking Help at the top of any Westlaw page. Folders are displayed in the left frame for West products (e.g., Westlaw) you are using. The West Research Assistance and West Technical Support knowledgebase folders are displayed as well. (Note: At present, West Research Assistance and West Technical Support knowledgebase folders are available in Help only when you are signed on to Westlaw.)

To view the available research tips from the West Reference Attorneys, click West Research Assistance in the left frame. Click a folder name (e.g., Researching Topical Research A–E) in the left frame to view the topics in the folder. Then click a topic name (e.g., Environmental). A list of short articles within the topic is displayed in the right frame. To view an article, click its name.
==

MEDIAWORLD: Will my advertisement or film cause me trouble overseas?

Q: One of our clients plans to run advertisements in China and wants to know what types of legal obstacles he might face. Another client wants to make a film in Israel but is concerned the film may offend certain groups. Is there a way to determine the legal risks of conducting media business in particular foreign countries?

A: One fast way is to use the Media, Advertising, and Entertainment Law Throughout the World database (MEDIAWORLD), recently released on Westlaw. MEDIAWORLD contains easy-to-read summaries of all aspects of media law (including defamation, where applicable) in more than 30 countries. Each chapter is country-specific, so you can quickly retrieve a summary of the defamation law of a specific country (e.g., China or Israel) by using the Table of Contents service. In the alternative, you can search MEDIAWORLD using the Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search method. 

==

West Key Number System®: Evolution marches on

Approximately 100,000 judicial opinions are published each year in West’s federal and state reporters. These opinions and the points of law they discuss are then classified in the West Key Number System, thereby becoming the “findable pieces of hard data” at the heart of American legal research. Robert C. Berring, Collapse of the Structure of the Legal Research Universe: The Imperative of Digital Information, 69 Wash. L. Rev. 9, 11 (1994). 

These opinions are “findable,” in part, due to timely updates in key number classifications to reflect evolving jurisprudence. Some of those changes occurred recently, including the following:

· Criminal Law (West digest topic 110): Nearly 100 key numbers pertaining to ineffective assistance of counsel were added (there were only seven before), including numbers specific to particular evidentiary matters and sentencing. There are now 34 key numbers pertaining to the conduct of a criminal trial, e.g., those on publicity, gag orders, and courtroom security, and 51 key numbers pertaining to mistrial. Also greatly expanded is the treatment of right to counsel and the scope of review applicable in criminal appeals.

· Sentencing and Punishment (topic 350H): New key numbers were added to address sentencing guidelines issues now raised in light of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decisions in Apprendi v. New Jersey, 120 S. Ct. 2348 (2000), and United States v. Booker, 125 S. Ct. 738 (2005).

· Automobiles (topic 48A): New key numbers (namely, 48Ak349(5.1) through 48Ak349(5.3)) were added relating to missing or defective license plates and to failure to secure a child in a seat belt or child seat—common reasons for automobile stops by the police. 

· Innkeepers (topic 213): Key numbers were added in light of litigation related to attacks on hotel guests and of the increased tendency of lodging establishments of all types (not just “resorts” in the traditional sense) to provide diverse recreational and exercise facilities for guests.

In addition, West attorney-editors have completed the reclassification of more than 500,000 headnotes.

