Where is FormFinder? Right where you need it!

Q: What’s easier than using FormFinder on Westlaw?

A: Finding it.

That’s because you no longer have to remember the identifier of a forms database or select a tabbed page containing a FormFinder link. Instead, click FORMFINDER—a bright yellow link visible at the top of any Westlaw page. The FormFinder search template is displayed.

No matter what your practice area or jurisdiction, you can find the right form for your transaction or litigation procedure without scouring Westlaw for a search page. (If you prefer, you can access the FormFinder database using its identifier FORMFINDER.) And you don’t have to type a thing: Just use the check boxes and drop-down lists on the user-friendly search template. Your template search can be as general or specific as you want.

From any page on Westlaw, it takes just a few seconds to retrieve text forms, fillable PDF forms (eforms), checklists, and clauses found in
· 45 distinct legal categories 
· hundreds of subcategories 
· national forms collections, such as West’s® Legal Forms and Nichols Cyclopedia of Legal Forms Annotated 
· 30 state-specific forms collections, such as Illinois Civil Practice Forms and New Jersey Forms Legal and Business 
· selected statutes and regulations 
You can then copy and paste the text into a word-processing document and modify as needed.

Search example

Q. I am a New York attorney handling my first personal injury case. How do I find checklists that will help me investigate and prepare my case?

A: A few seconds with FormFinder may be all you need. Click FORMFINDER at the top of any Westlaw page. The FORMFINDER search template is displayed. Select Personal Injury from the Select a Topic drop-down list and Case Preparation/Investigation from the Select a Subtopic drop-down list. Clear all check boxes under Document Type except the Checklist check box. Under Jurisdiction Selection, select the General (non-state specific) and New York check boxes. Then click Search Westlaw.

==

Regulatory guidance summaries—user-friendly guidance in a changing landscape

Do you struggle to stay on top of the regulations governing the financial services, health care, insurance, or securities industry? Then brace yourself: A new wave of regulation is about to hit the financial industry and other areas. Jackie Calmes, Both Sides of the Aisle See More Regulation, and Not Just of Banks, N.Y. Times, Oct. 14, 2008, at A15.

Help is on the way. Regulatory guidance summaries in key areas of banking, health care, insurance, and securities were recently released on Westlaw. They include the following:

· Regulatory Guidance–All Accident and Health Summaries (INSAH-RG)

· Regulatory Guidance–All Consumer Banking Summaries (BANK-CON-RG)

· Regulatory Guidance–All Life and Annuities Summaries (INSLA-RG)

· Regulatory Guidance–All Property and Casualty Summaries (INSPC-RG)

· Regulatory Guidance–Consumer Banking Summaries (CONBANK-RG)

· Regulatory Guidance–Financial Institutions Marketing Summaries (FININST-RG)

· Regulatory Guidance–Health Insurance Summaries (HTHIN-RG)

· Regulatory Guidance–Insurance Group Life Summaries (GROUPLIFE-RG)

· Regulatory Guidance–Insurance Individual Life Summaries (INDLIFE-RG)

· Regulatory Guidance–Insurance Property and Casualty Summaries (PC-RG)

· Regulatory Guidance–Long-Term Care Summaries (LONGTERM-RG)

· Regulatory Guidance–Mortgage Banking Summaries (MORTBANK-RG)

· Regulatory Guidance–State Securities Summaries (BLSKY-RG)

It’s extremely easy to retrieve the summaries you need. Each database is divided into key topics; each topic consists of state-specific summary documents. Use the Table of Contents service to browse the topics, then retrieve a summary of your state’s regulatory framework in a relevant topic by clicking your state’s name within the topic. 

A summary document is also easy to read. A topic is broken into bite-size summary paragraphs, each with a link to the relevant statutory or regulatory authority. If you need the full text of any authority cited, simply click its link.

These databases have been added to several tabbed pages, including 50 State Surveys, Banking Compliance, Health Law, and Insurance Compliance, with more tabbed pages to be included soon. 

==

EXPWIT-BUS: When the witness is Joe the Economist

Testimony from business, law, and financial experts is now common in state and federal litigation—and not just in financial disputes. According to a 1998 survey of U.S. district court judges, experts from business, law, and financial specialties accounted for one-fourth of all experts involved in litigation. Shirley A. Dobbin et al., Federal and State Trial Judges on the Proffer and Presentation of Expert Evidence, 28 Just. Sys. J. 1, 5 (2007). 

Whether you are retaining a business expert or opposing one, you can quickly retrieve guidance, tactics, and sample testimony and expert reports by using the newly released Expert Witnesses: Business and Economy Cases database (EXPWIT-BUS). EXPWIT-BUS can help you select and prepare expert witnesses for depositions and trials; conduct appropriate legal and investigative research; and better understand the qualifications, principles, and language in a particular expert discipline. Nine categories of experts are discussed separately—accountants, actuaries, econometrics experts, banking experts, tax experts, valuation and appraisal experts, bankruptcy experts, officers and directors, and marketing experts—with sample documents and practice considerations for each category.

The easiest way to browse the contents of EXPWIT-BUS and retrieve relevant sections and sample documents is to use the Table of Contents service. In the alternative, you can search EXPWIT-BUS using the Terms and Connectors or the Natural Language search method. 

Be sure to keep EW-DOCS close at hand: Search the Expert Witness Filings database (EW-DOCS) for additional samples—more than 236,000!—of expert witness documents on file in state and federal courts nationwide. The search template makes it easy to restrict your search to any of a wide variety of specific experts, including corporate governance experts, market analysts, legal malpractice authorities, and appraisers.

==

Permissible use defaults: One less thing to do!

You can now choose permissible uses for public records databases and set them as defaults. As a result, whenever you return to the search template, the permissible uses are already selected in their respective drop-down lists. The end result: a smoother and more streamlined research experience.

Note: It is still the case that in order to search for particular types of information in databases such as People Records–Combined (PEOPLE-ALL) or Driver’s License–Wallet Data (DLWALLET), you need to specify one or more permissible uses required under the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, the Driver’s Privacy Protection Act, or state voter registration regulations. But now you have to specify them only once. 

There are three ways to set a permissible use default:

· Database search template: A Keep this selection as my default check box is now displayed next to each permissible use drop-down list on applicable search templates. To set a permissible use default, select a permissible use from a drop-down list and then select the check box next to the list.

· People Finder report: Keep this selection as my default check boxes are also displayed next to the permissible use drop-down lists on the tabbed People Finder Report page. To set a permissible use default, select a permissible use from a drop-down list and then select the check box next to the list.

· Westlaw preferences: Click Preferences at the top of any Westlaw page, then click Public Records in the left frame. Select your default permissible uses in the right frame using the drop-down lists and click Save Changes.

A default setting lasts for six months or until you change the setting, whichever occurs first. 

==

State session laws and court rules updates: Browse them using the TOC!

If you want to retrieve state session laws or court rules updates on a particular topic, you can access the applicable database (e.g., New York Legislative Service (NY-LEGIS)) and run a search (e.g., “child support” /s enforc!). 

But how do you search these databases if you merely want to browse the most recent session laws or court rules updates? 

You can use the Table of Contents service (TOC) to browse state session laws and court rules update orders—and forgo searching altogether. The TOC is available for the state legislative service and court rules update orders of 18 states:

· Colorado Legislative Service (CO-LEGIS)

· Colorado Rules Update Orders (CO-RULESUPDATES)

· Florida Legislative Service (FL-LEGIS)

· Florida Rules Update Orders (FL-RULESUPDATES)

· Illinois Legislative Service (IL-LEGIS)

· Illinois Rules Update Orders (IL-RULESUPDATES)

· Indiana Legislative Service (IN-LEGIS)

· Indiana Rules Update Orders (IN-RULESUPDATES)

· Iowa Legislative Service (IA-LEGIS)

· Iowa Rules Update Orders (IA-RULESUPDATES)

· Louisiana Legislative Service (LA-LEGIS)

· Louisiana Rules Update Orders (LA-RULESUPDATES)

· Massachusetts Legislative Service (MA-LEGIS)

· Massachusetts Rules Update Orders (MA-RULESUPDATES)

· Michigan Legislative Service (MI-LEGIS)

· Michigan Rules Update Orders (MI-RULESUPDATES)

· Minnesota Legislative Service (MN-LEGIS)

· Minnesota Rules Update Orders (MN-RULESUPDATES)

· Missouri Legislative Service (MO-LEGIS)

· Missouri Rules Update Orders (MO-RULESUPDATES)

· New York Legislative Service (NY-LEGIS)

· New York Rules Update Orders (NY-RULESUPDATES)

· Texas Legislative Service (TX-LEGIS)

· Texas Rules Update Orders (TX-RULESUPDATES)

· Wisconsin Legislative Service (WI-LEGIS)

· Wisconsin Rules Update Orders (WI-RULESUPDATES)

Access one of these databases and click Table of Contents at the Search page. To view the full text of a session law or court order, click its citation, e.g., PUBLIC ACT 95-715 (S.B. 437).
==

Search for Key Numbers: An easy thing gets easier

The Search for Key Numbers tool on Westlaw is the most user-friendly way yet to retrieve jurisdiction-specific cases classified under West headnotes. But that doesn’t mean we’re done improving it.

You can now enjoy the following enhancements to the Search for Key Numbers tool:

· Related terms: Type a description of an issue, e.g., liability for broken sidewalk, in the Search for Key Numbers text box and click Search. Related terms, e.g., walkway, are displayed beneath the text box. To add related terms to your description, click one or more terms or click Select All. A subsequent search with the related terms may retrieve additional topic and key numbers that are relevant. (For example, the description liability for broken sidewalk walkway retrieves a topic and key number related to private walkways—a topic and key number that is not retrieved when walkway is omitted.)

· Check boxes for multiple key number searching: Each topic and key number retrieved by the Search for Key Numbers tool is now preceded by a check box. Use these check boxes to simultaneously retrieve headnotes classified under any of several topic and key numbers. To search the West Key Number Digest (Custom Digest) using several topic and key numbers, select the appropriate check boxes, then click Search Selected.

· Research Trail: You can now use the Research Trail to return to a specific list of key numbers retrieved by the Search for Key Numbers tool. Click Research Trail at the top of any page. Then click a key number search to display the list of topic and key numbers retrieved by the search.

==

When your search comes up empty

Even if your last search retrieved no documents, use the result page to find related documents or run a new search.
So you ran a search but didn’t retrieve any documents. Time to raise the white flag? 

Not by a long shot. Since you ran your search on Westlaw, you can use your result page to do any of the following—even if you retrieved no documents at all.

Edit your search

Your Terms and Connectors query or Natural Language description is displayed in a text box at the top of the result page. You can add, delete, or modify terms in your query or description at the result page and click Search immediately, without having to return to the Search page. In addition, a drop-down list displays your recent searches, which you can rerun or modify as you like. 

Change your database

Similarly, there’s no need to return to the Search page in order to search a different database. In the Database text box at the top of the result page, type a new database identifier (or up to 10 identifiers separated by commas) and click Search. You can display a drop-down list of your recent databases for easy retrieval.

Use ResultsPlus® links

When you search a case law, statutes, regulations, or analytical database, Westlaw automatically creates a ResultsPlus list, which provides links to American Law Reports (ALR®) annotations, American Jurisprudence 2d (Am Jur® 2d) articles, law review articles, and selected treatises that may pertain to your search. In turn, these secondary sources can lead you to primary sources that you may have overlooked. 

This is true even when your search doesn’t retrieve anything! Thanks to ResultsPlus, your search may still provide links to several related documents.

==

The lowdown on headnote links

What do all those links above a headnote do?

If you aren’t sure what to do with all those links above the headnote in a retrieved case, here’s a quick primer.
KeyCite® Citing References for this Headnote: Which documents have cited this case for this point of law?

This link is ideal for those situations in which you find a headnote exactly on point and need to know which court cases, administrative decisions, or secondary sources have cited the case for the point of law summarized in the headnote. You can follow this link to the case’s KeyCite result, limited to citing references that discuss that point of law.

Headnote number: Where in this opinion is this point of law discussed?

To jump directly from a particular headnote to the corresponding discussion in the opinion, simply click the headnote number (e.g., [5]). (To return to the headnote, click the headnote number in the opinion.)

West topic and key numbers: What other cases discuss this point of law (whether or not they cite this case)?

If you want to run an additional search for cases containing headnotes classified under a particular West topic or key number, click the topic or key number. The Custom Digest search page is displayed, from which you can run a search for cases containing headnotes classified under the topic or key number.

Most Cited Cases®: Which cases are most often cited for this point of law?

To find out which cases have been most often cited for a particular point of law, click Most Cited Cases. The Custom Digest search page is displayed, from which you can run a search for cases containing headnotes classified under the topic and key number. The cases in your result will be listed in order of citation frequency, starting with the case cited most often. 
