Streaming media bring court transcripts to life

For a rich, thorough understanding of court proceedings and oral arguments, turn to court transcripts on Westlaw. West’s Court Transcripts product contains full transcripts of thousands of trial and appellate proceedings—and now includes streaming media (video or audio) for selected proceedings. 

As a result, your firm is better positioned to

· research, assess, and prepare expert witnesses

· understand how other attorneys have successfully presented evidence and arguments

· anticipate a specific judge’s demeanor, tendencies, and areas of interest

· formulate a litigation strategy

Where available, streaming media is displayed in the left frame; you can follow the written transcript in the right frame as the video or sound recording is playing. In addition, icons displayed throughout the transcript allow you to play the recording from any point in the transcript. 

The newly released Streaming Media Manager allows you to view a list of the media files you have recently retrieved and quickly return to the one you need. To use the Streaming Media Manager, click Site Map at the top of any page and then click Streaming Media Manager under Tools. The Streaming Media Manager—complete with a list of recently accessed transcripts and media—is displayed. Each entry indicates whether the media type is audio or video. To return to a specific media file and its accompanying transcript, click the appropriate case title. 

Replay previously viewed files for free: You can replay an audio or video file and read the accompanying transcript free of charge for two weeks. You can even renew the two-week period for up to 365 days, provided you keep the applicable research trail from expiring during the year (simply return to the Research Trail page at least every two weeks and click Reset for the trail). 

If you have questions about court transcripts or need search assistance, call the West Reference Attorneys at 1-800-REF-ATTY (1-800-733-2889).

--

“Didn’t I once have the perfect search for this?”

It happens to every Westlaw user: You’re well into a research project and you suddenly want to rerun a search you ran a while back. What you don’t want to do is retype a complicated query or—worse—waste lots of time attempting to re-create it through trial and error.

Good thing there’s a solution. In fact, there are at least two:

Recent Searches and Locates drop-down list

Your most recent 25 searches are listed in the Recent Searches and Locates drop-down list at a database Search page. It doesn’t matter whether you

· originally ran the searches in a different database,

· ran the searches weeks ago, or

· searched using a template or the Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search method.

Simply access a database Search page. Whether you click the Terms and Connectors tab or the Natural Language tab, a Recent Searches and Locates drop-down list is displayed. Select a search from the drop-down list; the search is then displayed in the Search text box. Click Search Westlaw to run the search.

Drop-down list above result list

You can also rerun a previous search directly from a search result. After you run a search, the query or description you used is displayed in a text box above the result list. Click the arrow immediately to the right of this text box and select a search from the drop-down list that is displayed. To run the search in the current database, click Search. To run the search in a different database, type the database identifier in the Database text box, and then click Search. 

And what if your previous search didn’t retrieve any documents? Westlaw remembers your search anyway.

==

West Survey Builder: Multi-jurisdictional research isn’t one-size-fits-all

When they were released on Westlaw, the 50 State Surveys (SURVEYS) and 50 State Regulatory Surveys (REG-SURVEYS) databases vastly improved the speed and efficiency of multi-jurisdictional research.  

West Survey Builder now takes speed and efficiency to the next level. 

West Survey Builder is a hassle-free tool for creating custom surveys. These aren’t “canned” surveys; rather they are built for you based on the jurisdictions and precise legal issues you choose. You get only what you need, and nothing that you don’t. 

The tool is easy to use. You choose jurisdictions and legal questions by making selections on the search template. You don’t need to type a search or know state terminology. Just use the template to select jurisdictions, a topic, a subtopic, and one or more legal questions. Nor do you need to access a statutory and regulatory version—each West Survey Builder document covers statutes and regulations. 

West Survey Builder builds you an easy-to-read chart in a question-and-answer format: each jurisdiction’s legislative and regulatory requirements are summarized in plain English and displayed under the appropriate legal issue. KeyCite® status flags, where applicable, and links are provided for cited documents. As with most documents on Westlaw, you can deliver a survey by clicking the appropriate delivery icon. 

To access West Survey Builder, click Survey Builder in the left frame of the tabbed 50 State Surveys page.

==

Twenty new ways to stay ahead of the franchising boom

There are more than 750,000 franchised businesses in the United States (one out of every 12 businesses), accounting for 40 percent of all retail sales. Marc A. Lieberstein and Rebecca L. Griffith, How to Avoid the Franchise Surprise, Nat'l L.J., May 12, 2008, at S5. Franchising issues can arise in many legal areas, including trade protection and regulation, consumer protection, real estate leasing, health and safety, trademarks, trade secrets, antitrust, securities, employment, federal and state taxation, contracts, and torts. David A. Beyer, Considerations in the Developments of a Franchise System, in Franchise Law and Practice, at 2-1 (Fla. Bar Continuing Legal Educ. 1996).

Bottom line: A franchising issue may soon cross your path, no matter what your specialty.

To get you up to speed when that moment arises, 20 franchising-related database “slices”—stand-alone portions of state jurisprudence guides, practice-area treatises, form collections, and other secondary sources—were recently released on Westlaw. These databases include the following:

· Business and Commercial Litigation in Federal Courts 2d: Franchising (BUSCOMLIT-FRAN)

· California Jurisprudence 3d: Franchising (CAJUR-FRAN)

· Eckstrom's Licensing in Foreign and Domestic Operations: Forms–Franchising (ECKLICNFO-FRAN)

· Law of Municipal Corporations: Franchising (MUNICORP-FRAN)

· Law of Selling Deskbook: Franchising (LSELLDB-FRAN)

· Legal Compliance Checkups: Business Clients–Franchising (LCOMPLC-FRAN)

· Norton Bankruptcy Law and Practice 3d: Franchising (NRTNBLP-FRAN)

· State and General Business Organization Forms, Clauses, and Checklists: Franchises/Distributorships (BUSFORM-FRAN)

· Trademark Practice Throughout the World: Franchising (TMPRWLD-FRAN)

For the complete list, browse the Westlaw Directory (look under Topical Practice Areas > Business Organizations and Relations > Forms, Treatises, CLEs and Other Practice Material).

You can search these databases using the Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search method. For example, to retrieve the California law governing the notice requirements prior to termination of an automobile dealership franchise, you can access CAJUR-FRAN, click the Natural Language tab, and type a description such as notice of termination of auto dealership.

==

ANDREWS-EXPRESS: Are your litigation updates so-o-o last week?

When you need to monitor a hot area of litigation (e.g., bankruptcy or toxic torts), you likely turn to Andrews litigation reporters, trusted sources of news and analysis regarding important case filings, decisions, and other key court documents. Now the newly released Andrews Express database (ANDREWS-EXPRESS)—with updates twice weekly—keeps your current awareness even more current.

ANDREWS-EXPRESS contains Andrews litigation reporter articles, which are added to ANDREWS-EXPRESS soon after they are written but prior to their print publication dates. Articles remain in ANDREWS-EXPRESS for 30 days. 

You can search ANDREWS-EXPRESS using the Terms and Connectors or Natural Language search method. In the alternative, you can view the latest Andrews Express articles for a specific Andrews litigation reporter by using the Andrews Litigation Reporters tool in the left frame of selected tabbed pages.

Even better, you can have Andrews Express articles e-mailed to you soon after they are written (as frequently as twice a week). To subscribe, select the appropriate reporter using the Andrews Litigation Reporters tool on a tabbed page, then click Sign-Up for E-Mail Delivery at the top of the next page. Complete the Recent Developments E-Mail Subscription page, making sure to select the check boxes for one or more Andrews litigation reporters and either Andrews Express or Andrews Reporters and Express at the top of the page. (You can subscribe to Andrews Express whether or not you subscribe to a complete Andrews litigation reporter.) 

==

How did the law look on [enter date here]?

When you retrieve a United States Code Annotated® (USCA®) section on Westlaw, you retrieve the section that is currently in effect. 

But what if you need the statute as it existed on an earlier date? Such a need might arise in these situations:

· You want to see how a past event, e.g., the receipt of taxable income, was governed by a prior version of the law.

· You want to compare the current law with prior versions to infer the legislative intent behind the current law.

Meet PastStat Locator®, a Westlaw feature that allows you to view the version of a statute in effect on a particular date. With this feature, you simply enter a date before running a search or before retrieving a section using the Table of Contents service. You retrieve the section as it existed on that date. No more time-consuming journeys through multiple versions. No more worries that you didn’t retrieve the right version. 

You can even double-check the effective date at the top of each statute you retrieve.

Coverage

Prior versions of statutes are available in the databases listed below, beginning with the coverage dates indicated.

	Database
	Identifier
	Coverage Begins

	United States Code Annotated
	USCA
	January 1, 1996

	California Statutes–Annotated
	CA-ST-ANN
	January 1, 1999

	Florida Statutes–Annotated
	FL-ST-ANN
	January 1, 2000

	Illinois Statutes–Annotated
	IL-ST-ANN
	January 1, 2000

	Massachusetts Statutes–Annotated
	MA-ST-ANN
	January 1, 2000

	New Jersey Statutes–Annotated
	NJ-ST-ANN
	January 1, 2000

	New York Statutes–Annotated
	NY-ST-ANN
	January 1, 1999

	Pennsylvania Statutes–Annotated
	PA-ST-ANN
	January 1, 2000

	Texas Statutes–Annotated
	TX-ST-ANN
	January 1, 2000


Retrieving a prior version from a Search page

Access one of the above databases, then click the Terms and Connectors or Natural Language tab and type a Terms and Connectors query or Natural Language description in the Search text box. 

Next, do either of the following: 

· Type a date, e.g., 03/13/2002, in the Search sections effective on text box. 

· Click the Calendar icon; in the calendar that is displayed, select a month and year and click Go, then click a date. 

Once you have entered the query or description and the effective date, click Search Westlaw. 

Retrieving a prior version using the Table of Contents

You can display the table of contents for the USCA or the statutes of an available state as it existed on the date you specify. Complete the following steps: 

1. Access the appropriate statutes database and click Table of Contents at the top of the Search page. 

2. Type a date in the Effective Date text box or select a date by using the Calendar icon. 

3. Click Go. 

The table of contents is displayed as it existed on the date you selected. To retrieve a section in effect on that date, click the section name in the table of contents.

If you have questions about PastStat Locator or need search assistance, call the West Reference Attorneys at 1-800-REF-ATTY (1-800-733-2889).

==

KeyRules Alert: If your KeyRules document changes, we’ll let you know.

If the central statute or other authority in your case were ruled invalid, you’d want to hear about it immediately. (And not from the judge.)

The same goes for a KeyRules document: What if your firm were relying on a KeyRules document to help prepare a pleading, motion, or other filing, and one of the rules cited in the KeyRules document suddenly got superseded?

KeyRules Alert—recently released on Westlaw—is the solution.

KeyRules Alert notifies you automatically when a KeyRules document changes. You don’t need to create a separate alert entry for every citation in a KeyRules document—one entry takes care of everything.

Just click Notify me of rules update at the top of a KeyRules document, complete the KeyRules Alert: Create Entry page, and click Save. (You can also access KeyRules Alert through the Alert Center.) Whenever there’s a change in the law that necessitates a change in the KeyRules document, you are notified via e-mail automatically. KeyRules Alert even identifies the specific section of the KeyRules document that changed.

There is no charge for creating a KeyRules Alert entry, nor is there a charge for running the entry if the KeyRules document is not updated. You incur a $6 charge only if KeyRules Alert notifies you of an update to a KeyRules document. 

==

ALR®: Its index stands alone 

For those of you who regularly use the ALR Index to retrieve American Law Reports (ALR) annotations by topic, life just got easier. The comprehensive index to ALR (First through Sixth series) and ALR Federal (First and Second series) was recently released on Westlaw in a stand-alone database: ALR Index (ALRINDEX). 

With the new ALRINDEX database, you can retrieve portions of the index without having to use a citation field restriction (i.e., ci(index)). In addition, you can search the index using the Natural Language search method. For example, to retrieve portions of the index relating to attorney fees in deceptive trade practices litigation, access ALRINDEX, click the Natural Language tab, and type a description such as attorney fees for deceptive trade practices. To view the full text of an annotation cited in an ALRINDEX document, click its citation.

2008 election news—read about it in ALR: ALR annotations incorporate and analyze legal news as it breaks. This includes legal news related to the 2008 election. For example, check out Validity, Construction, and Application of State Statutes Governing “Minor Political Parties,” 120 A.L.R. 5th 1, which analyzes the recent Moore v. Brunner decision mandating the placement of the Socialist Party USA and its candidates on the Ohio ballot.

==

More wheat, less chaff: By using field restrictions, you retrieve the statutes or regulations you need—and little else

You might retrieve lots of relevant USCA or Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) sections by searching for terms within the same sentence or within a designated proximity. Unfortunately, the relevant sections might be buried under a big pile of irrelevant ones.

Q: How can you get the statutes or regulations you need without having to sift through lots of statutes or regulations you don’t need?

A: Use field restrictions.

Almost all documents on Westlaw are composed of several parts called fields. A good way to get more relevant search results is to restrict your search by field, i.e., to search only for documents that contain your terms in the title, heading, or other portion you designate. 

Prelim (pr) and caption (ca) fields

Among the more useful fields for the USCA and CFR are the prelim (pr) and caption (ca) fields, which contain, respectively, the major headings and section titles. Terms that are central to a section are likely to appear in those locations.

To restrict your search to a field, type the field abbreviation in the Search text box at a database Search page, followed immediately by terms enclosed in parentheses. For example, to search the major headings found in the prelim field, type a query such as pr(deduct!).

To restrict your search to two or more fields simultaneously, type the field abbreviations next to each other, separated by commas. For example, to search for the phrase capital gains in the prelim and caption fields, type the following query in the Search text box: 

pr,ca(“capital gain”)

This search retrieves all documents in the database in which the phrase capital gains appears in the major headings and section titles; it excludes documents in which the phrase appears solely in other portions of the document, such as notes of decisions or library references.

Substantive-doc (sd) and text (te) fields

If you want to expand your search to the language of the text—but not search the notes of decisions or library references—use the substantive-doc field (sd), which contains the headings, section names, and the text of the statute or regulation. To restrict your search to just the statutory or regulatory text, use the text field (te). 

For example, to retrieve federal tax statutes governing the alternative minimum tax, you could access the Federal Taxation–U.S. Code Annotated database (FTX-USCA) and type the following query, restricting your search to the substantive-doc field: sd(“alternative minimum tax” a.m.t.). You would retrieve 21 documents. (If you ran the same search without the field restriction, you would retrieve 102 documents, few of which shed light on alternative minimum tax issues.)

(Note: In the alternative, you can change your print or delivery settings to restrict the delivery to statutory text only. Click a delivery icon, then select Statutory Text Only under Page Options in the dialog box.)

If you have questions about field restrictions or need search assistance, call the West Reference Attorneys at 1-800-REF-ATTY (1-800-733-2889).
