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A collection of legal materials 
unlike any other

• A compilation of out-of-print secondary 

law texts designed for legal scholars and 

researchers

• A DVD collection of PDF images

• Full text documents on Westlaw

• Contains over 1,700 volumes (400 titles)

• Includes titles from

West Publishing Lawyers Cooperative Publishing

Banks-Baldwin Bancroft-Whitney

Edward Thompson Clark Boardman Callaghan

American Law Book Company Boston Book Company
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Rise of American Law

Important Features

• Covers a period from 1820 – 1970

• The bulk of the collection is circa 

1920s and 1930s

• A watershed period in American 

legal history

• And an important time in the history 

of legal publishing

• The birth of large multi-topic, multi-

jurisdiction sets

• Reveals the origins of many legal 

topics that arose in the late 19th 

and early 20th Century
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Rise of American Law

Important Original Editions

Valuable first editions:

• AmJur (predecessor of AmJur 2d)

• Law Reports Annotated (predecessor of ALR)

• Corpus Juris (predecessor of CJS)

• State Jurisprudences: NY, Ohio, Florida, Texas

• State Law & Practice Encyclopedias: Illinois, Michigan

• Pound’s Jurisprudence

• Pomeroy’s Equity and Jurisprudence

• Thomas Cooley’s Treatise on Torts

• Bogart’s Law of Trust and Trustees
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Using Rise of American Law

Sample Research Issue

• One of your patrons is writing 

an article on legalizing drugs

• Trying to analogize the current 

situation to the Prohibition Era
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Sample Research Issue
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Search Using Table of Contents
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Full Text Searching 



Using Rise of American Law

Full Text Searching
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Text Converted into Westlaw Documents…



Using Rise of American Law

With Links to PDF Embedded



• Digital content hard to access 
anywhere else

• Historical legal materials from West, 
the premier legal publisher

• Ideal for scholars and legal 
researchers

• Introduces older texts to a newer 
audience

• Permanent electronic archive saves 
shelf space

RISE OF AMERICAN LAW


